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OVERCOMING THE FEAR OF SHARING OUR FAITH
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6y Dates

That's Good News Series
Aug 25 - Sep 22

61 0ays of Prayer
Sep 8-28

Faith Gonuersations Workshop
Sep 15

Jf4,  Learn more at
SayeE  weareasbury.com/goodnews



http://weareasbury.com/goodnews

Your Guioe
t0 the Series

ased on Shane

Bishop’s original
series, these 5-weeks
of our “That’s Good
News” series will unpack
how we can be part of
helping the lost find
Jesus, become disciples,
and go back out to reach
the lost. We believe that
as a church, we must
reestablish our focus on
evangelism as we also
press into discipleship,
prayer, and missions.

Of course, it can be
intimidating. It can be
uncomfortable. It can
also be fun, exciting,
and life-giving. The
good news for our next
few weeks together

is that sharing the
Gospel becomes less
intimidating when you
have a guide and tools
to help. If you've already
met Jesus for yourself,

you already have
exactly what you need
to get started, and this
guidebook can serve
as a plan to help break
down your next steps in
sharing your faith.

Be sure to bring this
guidebook with you to
church every week! You'll
find space to take notes
during worship along
with weekly challenges.
When we begin our 21
Days of Prayer together
on September 8,

you’ll also find weekly
devotionals and daily
prayer prompts you can
press into with your Life
Group. Plus, check out
the app for Life Group
curriculum to go deeper
and reference additional
resources. Let’s get
ready to share the Good
News, Asbury Family!
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fug &5 | The COMMISSION  wuccnew 26:6 20

Hey
Points

®

Jesus came to
earth, died, and
rose again so that
our lives might
have purpose.
When He returned
to Heaven, He
made that purpose
clear with His last
command, “Go and
make disciples.”

®

It is from
our intimate
relationship with
Jesus and personal
experience with
His love and
healing that we are
compelled to share
the Good News
with the world.

UJ Hl Pray for our hearts to be opened to what the

ﬂﬂ U Lord is calling us to do, and that the Lord would

ﬂhﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂﬁ open hearts of those who don’t yet know Him to
receive Him.



1 Corinthians 15:1-11

56 1] The Bogpel

Understand the Gospel in 4 steps:

1) Creation, 2) Fall, 3) Redemption, 4) Restoration

See p. 23 for the full breakdown.

Hey
Points

®

The God of
the gospel has
deeper love, more
brilliance, and goes
to greater lengths
for you than you
could ever imagine.

@

Through the
Gospel, we find
purpose, a personal
relationship with
our Creator,
community, wisdom
in a new worldview,
sanctification, and
growth.

Weehly
Ghallenge



560 8 | The Lost

John 3:1-10, 16-17
Luke 15

Hey
Points

©

We want our hearts
to look like the
heart of God which
breaks for the lost.
God is a God of
love; love is not
merely an emotion
but a compelling
force moving God
to fight for His
creation.

®

If we are to be
a people truly
transformed by the
love of God, we
too should feel this
compelling force—
this compassion
and drive to reach
the lost.

Weehly
Ghallenge

Identify your FRAN chart - a Friend, Relative,
Acquaintance, and Neighbor who need to hear
the gospel. See p.24 to write their names down.



2 Timothy 1:6-8 560 16 | The Promise

Hey
Points

©

God equips us and
provides all that
we need in Him.
He alone is the
strength that we
need to fulfill our

mission.

®

God has given us
all gifts to use to
honor Him and
build His Kingdom
here on earth.

Share your story in 15 seconds. Pick 1) one word to UJ Hl
describe who you were before Jesus, 2) one word ﬂﬂ U
to describe what happened when you encountered ﬂhﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂﬁ

Jesus, and 3) one word to describe who you are now.
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Hey
Points

®

Apart from the
Spirit, we can
do nothing; yet,
with the Holy
Spirit, nothing is
impossible for us.

@

How are we going
to reach our
community with

and for God
this year?
UJ Hl Connect with a Friend, Relative, Acquaintance, or
ﬂﬂ U Neighbor. Here are a few ideas: grab coffee, take
ﬂhﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂﬁ a hike, go for a walk, or get lunch.
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September 8-14
Shared by Aaron & Sarah Houin




God has a heart for the lost -

so should we!

hen you hear that God cares

lU about the lost, who do you
picture in your mind? Is it your
coworker that followed God

at one time in their life and no
longer does? Is it a friend that
has never heard the Gospel
before? Is it a family member
that has anger against God?

It's a core Christian belief that
Jesus has a heart for the lost,
but how do we know that?
Luke 15 is an entire chapter
dedicated to three examples—
the lost sheep, the lost coin,
and the lost son.

Jesus said that Heaven rejoices
for the one sinner that repents.
He also told us about the
prodigal son that was once a
part of his father’s household,
demanded his inheritance, left,
and was welcomed back with
open arms. Additionally, in the
Great Commission right before
He ascended back to heaven,
Jesus instructed His followers
to go and make disciples of all
nations (Matthew 28:19-20).
This command demonstrates
Jesus’ deep desire for every

tribe, tongue, and nation to
come back into relationship
with their Creator.

Finally, something that

stands out amongst the three
parables about the lost is that
Jesus pursued, and Heaven
rejoiced, for the one. When
we reach out to our friends,
family, strangers, or enemies,
we are reaching out to the
one person that Jesus sees.
While a broad term such as
“the lost” can bring to mind
groups of people, evangelism
is about truly seeing and
reaching individuals. Seeing
them through the lens of our
heavenly Father, who knows
every hair on their head and
has more thoughts of them than
there are grains of sand on a
shore. It is that intentionality
and passionate pursuit of the
lost that Jesus demonstrated
for us and calls us to live in
today. This week will focus on
God’s heart for the lost, why He
cares, and why we should too.
“For the Son of Man came to
seek and save those who are
lost” (Luke 19:10).

1l



Use these pages this week to ask God
to help you cultivate a heart for the lost
in your life.

Who do you identify as “the lost”? Write out a definition
of “the lost.” Now look at Scripture and compare your

list to what Scripture says about the lost. If you need a
starting point, read Luke chapter 15.

@ Ask the Holy Spirit to help identify those in your life
that are “the lost.” Think about different people in the

different types of “lost” you identified in the previous day.

Ask God to guide you in pursuing the lost in your life.
If you had trouble identifying a lost person in your life,

then ask God to provide you with an opportunity to get
to know someone you can share the heart of God with.

12



Think about someone in your life that is difficult for
you to extend love towards. Then meditate on what
Jesus’s heart is towards that person, then pray He
will give you His heart for them.

Pray today that God would break your heart the way His
is broken for nations that haven’t received the gospel.
Look up unreached people groups and pray for one by
name, and for missionaries reaching that nation.

Spend time asking the Lord for the strength and
courage to create ministry opportunities with the
lost. Sharing the Gospel is more than just telling
others about Jesus; it’'s about sharing who Jesus is
(Matthew 25:35-40).

Ask the Holy Spirit to show us the eternal urgency
of being evangelists. Many things in our lives will
pass away but humans are eternal beings.

18
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September 15-21
Shared by Prayer Team Member




God is all we need to evangelize and
gives us all we need. He will always

come through and never leave us.

“The Lord is my Shepherd, |
lack nothing” (Psalm 23:1).
Because of our familiarity with
this verse, we sometimes fail to
recognize how truly outlandish
it can seem the first time you

hear it. If your life is anything
like mine, you are constantly
reminded by life of myriads of
things you “lack:” money, time,
sleep, friends, peace... the list
goes on. Given that problem,
isn’t it odd that the author
David chose this statement as
the starting point for his most
famous Psalm?

Throughout this 23rd Psalm,
David describes God’s perfect
shepherding by taking the
reader to various “places” in
life where His goodness is
experienced: a green pasture,
the valley of the shadow of
death, a table with enemies
and eventually the house

of the Lord. It’s a reminder
that in any season in which
we find ourselves, God has
somehow given us everything
we need, not necessarily in our
surroundings or our feelings,
but in Him.

This reminder couldn’t be more
timely as we enter into yet
another week of prayer for our
church to reach the lost. Again,
if you're like me, the topic of
evangelism exposes many,
many ways in which | feel like
I’'m “lacking:” lacking the perfect
testimony, the right social
confidence, the ability to think
on my feet or all the textbook
theological answers. Yet I'm
reminded of other verses that
support David’s outlandish
claim: “The Spirit God gave us
does not make us timid, but
gives us power, love and a
sound mind.”

In Christ - you are powerful,
you are loving, and you have a
sound mind! You lack nothing.
These are the weapons

you bring to the battle of
evangelism. Throughout this
week, may we pray and ask
God to help us use those
weapons for His glory as we
reach the lost.
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DAYS Daily Practice
Use these pages this week to ask God
8']” to help you cultivate a heart for the lost
in your life.

Today, quiet your heart with a few minutes of silence.
Then, spend a moment asking God to give confidence
to all those from our church who try to have a spiritual
conversation with a nonbeliever in this season. Include
yourself in that prayer.

Take a brief walk in nature today. As you do, look up

at the sky and trees and notice the grass and ground.
Remind yourself the same God that created all of them is
with you as you evangelize. Take time to thank God for
that truth.

Think about a time in the past when you were scared or
struggling and God helped you through it. Now thank
Him for that, and thank Him that He will never leave you
nor forsake you.




Make a list of 5-10 attributes of God. Now, look at that
list and ponder this—the same Spirit that possesses all
those attributes has been given to you. Take a moment
to thank the Holy Spirit for the access He’s given you
to the fullness of God.

Pause and quiet your heart. Now ask the Holy Spirit
to go ahead of you into your next conversation with a
nonbeliever, whenever it may be. Ask Him in advance
to guide that time and give Him the reins of that
conversation... even before it happens!

Read Psalm 23 and think about it for a few minutes.
Then, ask God to give you “His eyes to see” any
nonbeliever you encounter, that you might see
beyond their outward appearance or attitude and truly
perceive their spiritual need. Ask for His compassion.

Listen to a favorite worship song of your choice

from your computer or phone. Afterward, take a few
moments to thank God for allowing us to participate in
helping others find Him and then worship Him!

I
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God has given us the Holy Spirit

who empowers us for evangelism.

“Nut you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

This scripture is literally
referencing the empowerment
of the Holy Spirit for the
purpose of sharing the Gospel.
This was true for the disciples
and it is still true for us today.

It is easy to relegate these tasks
that make us feel awkward to
other people that seem more
equipped for the role. Most of
us are not ministers or people
working full time in ministry.
Yet, God chose Moses to speak
for Him despite Moses’ speech
impediment. God chose Jonah
to tell Nineveh to repent,
despite Jonah’s blatant hatred
for the people.

The same God that sent them
has sent us. We have been
chosen for this time, place,
and people. God will give us
what we need as we need it.
All we have to do is obey God
and then we will see Him work

in both the mundane and the
miraculous. The Gospel is not
just good news for me and
you. It has the power of life

and death, both on earth and
in heaven. Who are we to keep
that glorious truth to ourselves?
May we open our eyes to those
around us in a new way.

We invite you to pray this
prayer today: “God, show

us your heart for the people
around us. Show us how to love
them well and how to share the
Gospel with them. Holy Spirit,
empower us to do what you
have commanded us to do—to
make disciples.”

Matthew 28:18, “Then Jesus
came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and

on earth has been given

to me. Therefore go and

make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely |
am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”



Daily Practice

Use these pages this week to ask God
to help you cultivate a heart for the lost
in your life.

Read 1 Chronicles 16:34. Then spend some time
today to reflect on the goodness of God. Thank Him

for His goodness.

@ Read 2 Thessalonians 3:3. God is faithful. Think about
times in which God has been faithful to you throughout
your entire life, even in the distant past.

@ Read John 3:16. Then spend time today thanking God
for His love. Ask God to open up opportunities to share

with others about the love of God.

il



Read Titus 3:4-7. Pause during your day to think about
the ways God has been kind to you. Then spend a few
moments thanking God for his kindness and mercy.
Make a list of specific times in the last few months or
year that God has shown His mercy and kindness to you.

Read Revelation 4:8. Remember that God is holy. Pray
that the Lord will teach us to be holy as He is holy.

Read James 1:5. Take time today to thank God for
providing us wisdom. Ask that the Lord will give us
wisdom in our relationships with “lost” people.

Read Romans 1:16. Thank God for the gospel and the
gift of salvation. Ask Him to open up doors for our non-
believing friends to share the Gospel message with them.

al
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The Gogpel in 4 Steps

hen you’re trying to share the Gospel with someone, it

can be helpful to have a simple framework to start. While
there are many ways to break this down, below is one way
to explain the four key aspects of the Gospel.

breation

God’s creation was perfect; He created
man perfectly to be in a perfect

relationship with Him. Nothing hindered
this relationship between God and man.

{il

@ Sin entered the world and broke that

perfect relationship. A Holy God could
not be in communion with sin and we
could not escape the curse of sin.

Redemption

God’s solution was to pay the price of sin

@ for us because we could never pay the
cost. He sent His only Son Jesus Christ
to die for us and pay the price of sin once
and for all.

Restoration

@ Will we accept the free gift of salvation

God has offered us through His Son and
live in that restored relationship? Or will
we refuse?

i
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The FRAN Ghart

he FRAN chart is a helpful tool that allows us to recognize

the people around us that need to know Jesus. It's simply
an acronym to help you list one person in your life that fits
into each category. Fill in the blanks below with someone
you know.

Frignd

A elatiue

A cuaintance
[l 8ighbor

Once you’ve identified each person, commit to praying 1) for
your heart to be opened to what the Lord is calling you to
do, and 2) that the Lord would open their hearts to receive
Him. Then take time to connect with them in person over
coffee, lunch, a walk, a hike or some other way that allows
you time to engage in conversation.

15-Second Testimony

Hvery useful tool in sharing the Gospel is telling your own
story of meeting Jesus! Practice identifying how Jesus
changed your life with the prompts below. This simple
approach should help you be able to share your testimony
in 15 seconds!

@ Pick one word describing who you were before you
met Jesus. Ex: Before | met Jesus, | was hopeless.

Pick one word describing who you became when you
@ met Jesus. Ex: When | met Jesus, | realized that | had
hope in Him.

Pick one word describing who you are now because
of Jesus. Ex: Now because of Jesus, | have a hope
and joy that cannot be taken.



onare your story
with ASbury!

Because everyone who's met Jesus has
Good News to share!

66t more resources on the app!

Check out the We Are Asbury app for Life Group
curriculum to go deeper, and reference additional
resources to help you have faith conversations.
Just click the Grow tab!


https://weareasbury.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/974/responses/new

Matthew 28:18-a0

hen Jesus came to them

and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has
been given to me.
Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, *°and teaching them
to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely
[ am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”

/.= Asbury Church



