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A Promise of Peace That Spans the Divide

Date: December 8, 2024
Text: Isaiah 9:2-7; Ephesians 2:14-17

BIG IDEA

Did you ever answer that email? What about that text? Don’t
forget to get the groceries; did you remember to get the bread?
Whose turn is it to pick up the kids? What time was that again?
You still need to wrap those presents; don'’t forget about the office
Christmas party! Did you send out those cards? Have you made
that phone call? Have you done that chore? Do you feel your
mind and heart racing at the thought of all you have to do?

Life is busy and the holidays seem to only speed things up. On
top of all the “to-dos” you are navigating relationships, schedules,
and maybe for some, grief. Often, the holidays offer the farthest
thing from peace—but is that how it's supposed to be? Is that what
we were promised?

(Read slowly for a time of contemplation.)

Close your eyes. Take a deep breath. Feel the weight of your
hands in your lap and the beating of your heart in your chest. You
did it. You made it here and you're here for a reason. Sit for just a
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moment in this space. God wants more for you than the busyness
and anxiety of this life; there is a different way, a better rhythm we
can walk to. Do you feel it? Peace has come.

Conversation Starter

e \What comes to mind when you think of “peace?”
e Did anyone do last week’s activity? If so, what did you notice
throughout the week?

COMMENTARY #1

(Isaiah 9:2-7) Commentator David Guzik wrote the following
about this passage: “In the temple, in between the court of the
Gentiles and the court of the women, there was a physical barrier,
an actual wall of separation between Jew and Gentile.” Paul was,
at the time of this writing, under house arrest in Rome, awaiting
trial because he was falsely accused by the Jews of taking a
Gentile into the temple past the literal wall of separation dividing
Jew and Gentile. Paul made it clear that in Jesus, the wall is
gone.

The wall of separation is gone because the common Lordship is
greater than any previous division. If the Lordship of Jesus Christ
is not greater than any difference you have with others—be it
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political, racial, economic, language, geography or whatever, then
you have not fully understood what it means to be under the
Lordship of Jesus.”

Discussion Questions

1. Gentiles and Jews were divided in a number of ways. Can
you name a few?

2. How has Jesus broken down the division between Jews and
Gentiles?

COMMENTARY #3

(Ephesians 2:14-17) This passage makes a strong statement:
Jesus Himself is our peace. He hasn’t simply made peace
between God and man and Jew and Gentile—He is our peace.
The work of Jesus on the cross is the common ground of
salvation for both Jew and Gentile. Therefore, there is no longer
any dividing wall between Jew and Gentile. Jesus broke that wall
down. The source of contention between Jew and Gentile was the
fact that the Gentiles did not keep the law. But since Jesus
fulfilled the law on our behalf, and since He bore the penalty for
our failure to keep the law, we are reconciled through His work on
the cross—putting to death the source of contention.
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Now, the peace that is Jesus Christ is available to all people who
would call on Him.

Discussion Questions

1. What are some “sources of contention” that keep us from
sharing the Gospel with others? (Consider wounds, fear, or
the idea that “some people are too far gone.”)

2. What does it mean that Jesus is the embodiment of our
peace?

3. How does it make you feel that reconciliation was so
important to Christ and now as believers, we are all made
someone new in His body?

GOING DEEPER

“The gospel is not that the good are in and the bad are out, the
gospel is that the humble are in and the proud are out. The gospel
is not that you give God a [your] perfect record, but the gospel is
that He gives you a perfect record. The gospel is...that it is not
your past which is the determining factor of your relationship with
the Father but it is Christ's past, and His record." (Dr. Timothy
Keller, “"Mary Meets Jesus," Podcast #398, Gospel in Life)
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1. Can you ever be perfect? Can you earn your way into a
relationship with the Lord?

2. How often does pressure to be perfect lead you into anxiety,
depression, or disappointment?

3. What has Jesus done to bridge the gap between us and
God?

"He remembers your sin no more — it’s like it never happened. It’'s
not [only] just as if I'd never sinned,’ it’s just as if I'd always
obeyed." (Jared Wilson)

Jesus not only paid our debt, forgiving our sins, and bringing into
a right relationship with God. We also gain Christ’s record
credited to our account, restoring the joy of our salvation. (Psalm
51:12) Looking back on your life, can you imagine what it would
be like to have always made the right choices? This is how God
sees us through our acceptance of Jesus' death and resurrection
atoning for our sins.

e How does knowing this bring you a sense of peace?
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GROUP ACTIVITY

Choose one of the following verses on peace to memorize this
week. When you start to feel anxious, worried, or flustered,
remember this verse, and ask Jesus to be your peace in the midst
of your day.

e The Lord give you peace. The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.
(Numbers 6:24-26)

e In peace | will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make
me dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:8)

e The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his
people with peace. (Psalm 29:11)

e Deceit is in the hearts of those who plot evil, but those who
promote peace have joy. (Proverbs 12:20)

e You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are
steadfast, because they trust in you. Trust in the Lord
forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal.
(Isaiah 26:3-4)

e Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid. (John 14:27)
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e | have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! |
have overcome the world. (John 16:33)

e May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)



