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Our Call to the Mission

Date: February 2, 2025
Text: Genesis 12:1-4a

BIG IDEA

From the moment brokenness entered the world, God's intention has
been to restore humanity to Himself for His ultimate glory. The story of
the entire Bible is encapsulated in God's call to Abram “to bless and
reach the nations.” God's desire, as expressed in 2 Peter 3:9, is that
no one should perish but that all should come to repentance. This call
was not only relevant in the Old Testament with Abraham but
continues to be our present mission today!

This is not an add-on to our busy lives; it is the central focus of our
existence as believers. Abraham’s calling was not solely for his benefit
but rather, it was so that he could be a blessing to those who did not
yet know God. This mission is the heartbeat of all Scripture. Our
purpose and invitation are to join God in His rescue mission. Our
missionary God is already at work, not waiting for us to initiate, but
inviting us to join in His redemptive work.

Conversation Starter

e How does it make you view our mission differently knowing
that we are joining God and not merely working for God?



COMMENTARY #1

(Genesis 12:1-2) This passage is a part of the call of Abram (later
renamed Abraham), which marks a significant turning point in the
narrative of Genesis. God called Abram to leave his homeland
and go to an unknown land. God’s command to Abram to "go"
signifies a radical departure from the known and comfortable. It
involves leaving behind his country, people, and family, which in
ancient times meant leaving his identity and security. Further
adding to the need for trust, God does not specify where Abram is
going; rather, He calls Abram to step out in faith and go to a land
“I will show you.”

This is the beginning of God’s covenant relationship with Abram
and later, the Israelites. God’s promise to make Abram a "great
nation" indicates the beginning of an intimate relationship
between God and man, through which God's plan for salvation
will unfold. Again, Abram must have faith because while God was
indicating he would have descendants, Abram was very old and
childless.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think God asked Abram to leave everything
behind? Could God have used Abram in his own land?

2. Have you ever had to step out in faith like Abram did? Share.

3. Did God need Abram’s “yes” in order to carry out His
redemptive plan? Why did God invite man into this
covenant?



COMMENTARY #2

(Genesis 12:2-4) God promises to bless those who bless Abram
and curse those who curse him. God knew Abram’s “yes” would
require immense faith, so while He doesn’t give Abram all the
answers, He does provide Abram with what he needed most. God
promises, “I will take care of you.”

The promise that "all peoples on earth will be blessed through
you" is profound. It points to the all-encompassing intention of
God's plan, wherein the blessing extends beyond Abram's
immediate family to all nations. In a culture that was often
culturally divided by ethnicity and race, God gave the promise of
future unity. Despite his age (75) and the uncertainties involved,
Abram immediately acts on God's command.

Discussion Questions

1. God didn’t give Abram a game plan, but He did promise
Abram provision. Has He done the same for us?

2. Why do you think God doesn’t give us the whole plan when
He calls us to something?

3. Is our society ever divided by culture or race? How can
Jesus unify even the deepest divides?

GOING DEEPER
Consider the following quote:

“The Reality of God’s love and grace should propel us toward
living on mission.” -Dustin Willis & Aaron Coe, Life on Mission



What does this mean?

Consider Jesus’ earthly ministry which began when He was
baptized. Jesus has not yet preached a single sermon, healed
anyone, or performed any miracles. By our perspective, He had
not done a single tangible work for the Kingdom. Yet, God says at
His baptism, “This is my beloved Son, in whom, | am well
pleased.” Already, God was pleased with Jesus before He did any
work. Jesus operated FROM love, not FOR love.

1. How does this perspective on how Jesus did earthly ministry
change how you view your own call?

2. Our mission statement says, “awakening to God and then
living on mission.” Why must awakening to God’s love come
before living on mission for Him?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Book: Life on Mission, by Dustin Willis & Aaron Coe

Devotional: Genesis 12:1-4 w/ Kim Matthews



https://a.co/d/fAk3C1y
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/cw-plus-video-devo/genesis-12-1-4-kim-matthews-crosswalk-plus-video-devotional.html
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Our Call to the Mission

Additional Curriculum
Date: February 2, 2025
Text: Matthew 28:18-20

BIG IDEA

From the moment brokenness entered the world, God's intention
has been to restore humanity to Himself for His ultimate glory.
The story of the entire Bible is encapsulated in God's call to
Abram “to bless and reach the nations.” God's desire, as
expressed in 2 Peter 3:9, is that no one should perish but that all
should come to repentance. This call was not only relevant in the
Old Testament with Abraham but continues to be our present
mission today!

This is not an add-on to our busy lives; it is the central focus of
our existence as believers. Abraham’s calling was not solely for
his benefit but rather, it was so that he could be a blessing to
those who did not yet know God. This mission is the heartbeat of
all Scripture. Our purpose and invitation are to join God in His
rescue mission. Our missionary God is already at work, not
waiting for us to initiate, but inviting us to join in His redemptive
work.



Conversation Starter

e God’s desire is for all people to know Him. Are there people
in your life (or that you've encountered) who you feel are
“too far gone™?

COMMENTARY #1

(Matthew 28:18-20) Jesus asserts His authority over heaven and
earth, which serves as the foundation for His commissioning. Why
did Jesus have the right to make such a call on all His disciples?
Because He had been given all authority. This authority is a
central theme in Matthew's Gospel, emphasizing Jesus as the
sovereign Lord.

This call comes to a world bound by cultural differences,
imprisoned by racism and hate, and divided by social class.
Where religion was only offered to the elite, relationship with
Jesus was offered to all nations and all people.

Discussion Questions

1. Why is it important that Jesus states where His power comes
from? Where does our power come from?

2. Are there certain groups of people that you find more difficult
to share faith with? Explain.

3. “Birds of a feather flock together” is often true of us, why do
you think that is? Why did Jesus call for us to go to those
different from us?



COMMENTARY #2

(Matthew 28:18-20) Jesus does not just command His followers
to go and tell people about Him. He tells the early believers to “go
and make disciples” and to teach them all the things they had
learned. The first 12 disciples had walked in intimate relationship
with Jesus for years; through hardship, travels, betrayal, time, and
loss, these men had done life with Jesus. This was the relational
aspect of Christ; He does not merely encounter us and leave, but
He longs to walk through life with us daily.

Jesus invites His disciples to “go and make disciples.” From their
intimate relationship with Jesus, they would walk through life with
others and show them Who He was, is, and ever will be.

Discussion Questions

1. What is the difference between evangelism and
discipleship?

2. Which comes more naturally to you? Why?

3. In what ways does Asbury evangelize? Disciple? How can
we improve?

GOING DEEPER

*This section deals with the topics of grief and loss. Leaders, be
aware of the context of your groups and how to steward this
conversation.*



Consider a close friend or loved one that you have lost. You
remember the relationship you had with them, the many things
about them you love and miss, and all the things you wish the
whole world could know about that person. The early disciples
were tasked with telling the world about their best friend, their
mentor, and their Savior. As a man, Jesus had spent every day
for years walking with them, and then suddenly, He’s physically
gone. But their love for their Master propelled them to tell the
world about the many things they loved about Jesus, the way He
talked and cared for people, and Who He was to them.

1. Consider how the disciples served out of love and
relationship and not obligation. Is this how we too tell others
of Jesus?

2. Is it possible to tell someone about Jesus if you do not
intimately know Him?

3. Jesus promised He would be with them “even unto the ends
of the earth.” How does the promise of future hope and
healing allow us to live on mission even in the midst of
brokenness and loss?

4. How does Jesus offer hope to a broken world? How could
you not share that hope with someone who has experienced
the pain of this life?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES The Great Story and the Great
Commission: Participating in the Biblical Drama of Mission, by
Christopher J. H. Wright and H. Daniel Zacharias



https://www.amazon.com/Great-Story-Commission-Participating-Biblical/dp/154096616X
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Story-Commission-Participating-Biblical/dp/154096616X
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Home Curriculum
Learning to Live on Mission
February 2025

Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series
messages. These mini-lessons will include the following:

A big idea for the scripture of the week

Bible verses to memorize

An activity that relates to the message

Songs that tie in with the message

A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask Him
for help in living out the message

e A challenge for the week — ways for the message to be lived
out in everyday life

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly
lives. Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more
time is available for deeper study. For example, family members
could write each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together
with a metal ring. They could add to it each week and possibly
include verses of their own.

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center of
their lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live
and interact with God and others, and will walk with Him all the
days of their lives.



Week 1 - Our Call to the Mission

Big Idea

Genesis
12:1-4a

Even from the very beginning of the Bible in Genesis, God knew that humans
would sin and would no longer live in the perfect paradise that God had
created. However, good news! That is not the end of the story! God had a
plan to restore His people to Himself. You could say that He has had the
roadmap (or GPS) all along and wants us to be involved in this plan of sharing
the Good News of Christ with all people — whether your neighbor next door or
those around the globe.

e \When you get in the car, do you just start driving or do you have a plan

of where you are heading and know how to get there?

Memory
Verses

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land | will show you. | will make you into a great
nation, and | will bless you: | will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing.” ~Genesis 12:2

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always to the
very end of the age.” ~Matthew 28:19-20 (The Great Commission)

Activity

God is already at work spreading his message to the world. It is our job to
partner with Him and join Him in sharing the Good News. Valentine’s Day is
coming up. Cut out hearts on red construction paper or card stock. On these
hearts, write out a message of God’s love. Write your favorite verses or use
John 3:16 which states, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
Then make a roadmap or plan of who to share them with — family members,
friends, neighbors, or a retirement home are just some ideas.

Songs

Hymns: “| Love to Tell the Story,” “Pass It On”
“Mighty to Save” by Hillsong Worship

Prayer

Dear God,

Thank you for including us in your plan to share the Good News of your
salvation to the world! Thank you for giving us the GPS to follow — the bible,
God’s own teachings. Please help us to learn from others in the Bible and
follow the examples that you have put forth for us. Help us to find people to
share your message with this week. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Challenge

Be ready to share with others how you were able to share God’s Good News.




