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Our Fuel for the Mission

Date: February 9, 2025
Text: Luke 10: 1-9, Matthew 9:35-38

BIG IDEA

We know that the calling God has given us is not one we could
ever carry alone. Apart from Him, we do not have the endurance
or power to reach others. So how do we live on mission “as we
go” if we know the mission is impossible for us?

Jesus consistently upheld a rhythm of prayer in His own ministry
and life, exemplifying for us that prayer fuels the mission to reach
the nations with the Good News. When God'’s people pray,
miraculous things happen. Jesus asks us to pray for laborers in
the harvest field. The fields are ripe for harvest, and we are called
into those fields. But before we go... we must pray! Prayer is
about alignment—aligning our hearts, our wills, and our ways with
God’s. Not only should we pray for our own lives, but we should
pray for those serving God among every tribe, tongue, and nation,
and pray for God to reveal to each one of us our part in reaching
those far from Him. This is not only for ourselves as individuals,
but corporately, as the Church! A priority in this season for Asbury
is that we become a house of prayer. May a commitment to
prayer fuel a passion to see the Kingdom come near in our
families, our culture, and our world!



Conversation Starter

e What does it mean that prayer is about aligning our hearts
to God’s and not only seeking something from God?

COMMENTARY #1

(Luke 10:1-9) This passage occurs during Jesus' ministry in
Galilee, as He prepares His followers to spread His message. The
72 disciples were followers of Jesus, distinct from the 12 apostles
but equally sent to prepare the way for Him. The number 72 in the
Bible symbolizes divine order and purpose; in this passage, we
can view it as God’s comprehensive plan to redeem all of
creation. Jesus instructs the disciples to go ahead of Him to every
town and place He is about to visit, signifying that their mission is
preparatory and pivotal. Sending them in pairs ensured mutual
support and witness credibility according to Jewish law
(Deuteronomy 19:15).

As Jesus sends them out, He tells them that the harvest is
plentiful, but workers are few. We often want harvest, but we
forget that harvest time is the season of greatest work! Jesus is
telling those He is sending that there are so many souls ready to
know Jesus, the harvest will be great, but the work will require
endurance.

Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean that our calling to go out is “preparatory”?



2. Jesus sent them out in twos for accountability and support.
Is community needed for our calling to live on mission now?

3. Jesus doesn’t call the people to work harder, He
commanded them to pray. Why is this significant?

COMMENTARY #2

(Matthew 9:35-38) Here, we see Jesus traveling through cities
and villages, teaching in synagogues, proclaiming the Good News
of the Kingdom, and healing every disease and affliction. He was
addressing both spiritual and physical needs. When Jesus sees
the crowds, He is moved with compassion because they are
"harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” This
metaphor emphasizes the spiritual and emotional brokenness of
the people and their need for guidance and care.

Jesus then turns to His disciples and makes a pivotal statement
about the harvest being plentiful but the laborers being few,
urging them to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers
into His harvest field. This call to prayer for more laborers
highlights the immense need and the disciples' role in
participating in the mission. Here, we see compassionate heart of
Jesus and the ongoing call for disciples to engage actively in the
work of the Kingdom.

Discussion Questions

1. Do you think it is important to reach both physical and
spiritual needs? Why?



2. Jesus saw the brokenness of the people and was moved to
do something. This is Godly compassion. How is this
different from worldly compassion?

3. In light of all the work to do, Jesus calls for prayer. Is this our
first response? Why or why not?

GOING DEEPER

The Greek word for compassion in this passage is
splagchnizomai, which literally refers to a deep, gut-level feeling
of compassion or pity. It's derived from the word splagchna which
refers to the inner organs, especially the heart, lungs, liver, and
intestines—the parts of the body that the Greeks believed were
the seat of emotions and affections. In the New Testament, it's
often used to describe the deep emotional response Jesus had
when He saw people in need or suffering.

This was more than a fleeting emotion, this was a realization of
brokenness that caused physical pain within our Savior. He could
not not take action. But the action He took is different from what
you or | might be tempted to do. He didn'’t try to fix anything or
control the situation; He reached out to the One Who could heal
every single person there. Jesus prayed.

1. Why do you think Jesus prayed instead of just healing
everyone in the crowd?

2. Why did Jesus need to pray if He was God?

3. Have you ever felt that level of compassion? Explain.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Devotional: The Harvest Is Plentiful

Sermon: Workers of the Harvest, by Bob Wade

GROUP ACTIVITY

As a group, talk about all the ways one can pray.
- Journaling
- Meditative
- “No Ask” Prayers
- Praying Scripture
- Praying Liturgical Prayers
- Out Loud/Silently

Now, everyone find a prayer method that maybe you haven’t done
before or don’t do often. This week, practice that method and
come back next week ready to share what that experience was
like.


https://mastershandcollection.com/blog/the-harvest-is-plentiful/
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=sermon+of+Matthew+9%3a35-38&&mid=9EB487960C40805528A49EB487960C40805528A4&&mcid=5E52ACE995DA43F7A64E76016631DC51&FORM=VRDGAR-
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Our Fuel for the Mission

Additional Curriculum
Date: February 2, 2025
Text: Luke 18:1-8

BIG IDEA

We know that the calling God has given us is not one we could
ever carry alone. Apart from Him, we do not have the endurance
or power to reach others. So how do we live on mission “as we
go” if we know the mission is impossible for us?

Jesus consistently upheld a rhythm of prayer in His own ministry
and life, exemplifying for us that prayer fuels the mission to reach
the nations with the Good News. When God'’s people pray,
miraculous things happen. Jesus asks us to pray for laborers in
the harvest field. The fields are ripe for harvest, and we are called
into those fields. But before we go... we must pray! Prayer is
about alignment—aligning our hearts, our wills, and our ways with
God’s. Not only should we pray for our own lives but pray for
those serving God among every tribe, tongue, and nation and
pray for God to reveal to each one of us our part in reaching those
far from Him. This is not only for ourselves as individuals, but
corporately, as the Church! A priority in this season for Asbury is
that we become a house of prayer. May a commitment to prayer
fuel a passion to see the Kingdom come near in our families, our
culture, and our world!



Conversation Starter

e Why did Jesus pray?

COMMENTARY #1

(Luke 18:1-4) Jesus is telling the disciples a parable in this
passage in order to stress the need for endurance and
persistence in prayer. These were men who witnessed miracles
firsthand and walked side-by-side with Jesus. It could be tempting
to believe that God should (and would) answer every prayer
immediately. But Jesus wanted to teach them something different.

There are two main characters. The judge is described as
someone who neither fears God nor respects people, portraying a
character who is unrighteous and indifferent to moral and social
norms. The widow represents those that were powerless and
vulnerable, marginalized and oppressed people. Yet, even as the
judge rejects her pleas, she keeps fighting to be heard.

Discussion Questions

1. Have you ever experienced seasons where every prayer
seemed to be answered right away? Explain.

2. Why do you think God desires our endurance and
persistence? He could just answer immediately right?



COMMENTARY #2

(Luke 18:5-8) Despite his lack of moral integrity, the judge
decides to grant the widow justice to avoid being worn out by her
continuous pleas. The widow’s persistence led to a response,
even from an unrighteous character. If an unjust judge can
eventually respond to persistence, how much more will a just and
loving God respond to the persistent prayers of His children?

When we look at the amount of work to be done, the brokenness
that permeates our culture, and the compounded hopelessness
that often binds our hearts, it is tempting to give up. Why hasn’t
God moved? Why hasn’t revival come? Why isn’t He revealing
Himself? But Jesus here is calling for our persistence in prayer
even in the midst of these doubts. Because if endurance can
change a wicked judge, how much more can it move the heart of
our Lord?

Discussion Questions

1. Jesus illustrates here how even an unrighteous person can
be swayed by persistence. Why do you think He chose to
illustrate it this way?

2. Have you ever had a prayer that took a long time to be
answered? Share.

3. Why do we quit praying? When do we often have the richest
prayer lives?

Additional Resources Sermon & Devotion: Desiring God:
Always Pray and Do Not Lose Heart



https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/always-pray-and-do-not-lose-heart-
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/always-pray-and-do-not-lose-heart-
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Home Curriculum
As You Go - Learning to Live on Mission
February 2025

Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series
messages. These mini-lessons will include the following:

A big idea for the scripture of the week

Bible verses to memorize

An activity that relates to the message

Songs that tie in with the message

A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask Him
for help in living out the message

e A challenge for the week — ways for the message to be lived
out in everyday life

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly
lives. Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more
time is available for deeper study. For example, family members
could write each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together
with a metal ring. They could add to it each week and possibly
include verses of their own.

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center of
their lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live
and interact with God and others and will walk with Him all the
days of their lives.



Week 2 - Our Fuel for the Mission

Big Idea

Luke 10:1-9

Matthew
9:35-38

Last week, we learned that God is “not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9) and that it is all of our jobs
to join him in this work. We learned that God has a plan (and has from the
very beginning) and he wants us to join him in sharing the Good News with
others!

In both Luke and Matthew, Jesus is sending his disciples to teach others
about himself. He says that the harvest is plenty, but the workers are few.
What does this mean? It means that there are many people to reach and
teach, but fewer people to do the reaching and teaching. Jesus also tells
his disciples to ask the Lord to send workers. In the asking, we are praying
to God. Prayer is the gas (fuel) to keep us moving on the road of making
more followers of Jesus.

e \What happens if your car runs out of gas (fuel)?

Memory
Verse

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.” ~Matthew 9:37-38

Activities

Activity 1: Create a prayer journal. As a family or as individuals, write down
what you are praying for on paper or in a notebook. Be sure to include the
date with your prayers. Pray for God to use you in his plan to bring others
to know him. Don’t hesitate to write down other requests as well. Make it a
habit of revisiting your journal to see how God is working in each prayer.

Activity 2: Create a prayer jar. Use a jar or bowl that you have at home.

Place strips of paper beside the vessel where family members can write
requests or concerns. At different times during the week (maybe around
the dinner table), take out the slips of paper and pray together.

Songs

Hymns: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying,” “Sweet Hour of Prayer”

“‘Don’t Stop Praying” by Matthew West

Prayer

Dear God, Thank you for providing prayer as a way of communicating with
you and for building our relationship with you. We know that we can pray
to you at any time about anything and you hear us and care about us. We
ask that you send more workers to your harvest field to reach and teach
your people. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Challenge

Pray! Pray this week at a time when you normally wouldn’t. Maybe it is
while you are brushing your teeth or when you are out for a jog. Make it a
habit to talk with God!




