
 
 
 

Our Power for the Mission 
Date: February 16, 2025 

Text: Acts 1:4-8 
 

 
BIG IDEA 

As the people of God, we are commissioned into the world, whether 
that is across the street or to those around the world who have never 
heard the name of Jesus, to make Him known!  

Living on mission means understanding that we are sent...every single 
day! It’s important that we don’t go in our own power, but in the power 
of the Holy Spirit living through us. Jesus promised that through the 
Holy Spirit we would be able to do even greater things than what He 
did during His earthly ministry. Learning to yield to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit and stepping out in bold obedience is key to this promise.  

What does it look like to be empowered by the Holy Spirit in our 
everyday lives? How do I walk yielded to His power and leading in a 
way that makes Jesus known in the world around me? As we go, may 
we listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit and move in courageous faith 
to step out in obedience in His power.  

 

Conversation Starter 

● What do you think Jesus meant when He said we would do 
“even greater things?” Have you experienced this promise?  

 



COMMENTARY #1 

(Acts 1:4-8) This passage occurs while Jesus is preparing for His 
ascension and finishing His instruction to the apostles. Everyone 
knows Jesus will be ascending sometime soon, so the Apostles 
are asking questions about the next steps. Jesus instructs them 
that it is not for them to know what the full plan is as that is up to 
God and His timing. Rather, their place is to be filled by the Holy 
Spirit and take the next steps as they are revealed to them. As 
followers we often want to know the full picture of our journey. We 
want to prepare for any obstacle and to be able to handle any 
situation. But Jesus gives us insight that the future's not ours to 
know and that God’s ultimate plan is not for our viewing. Instead 
of a plan God gave us something better, the Holy Spirit. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Do you find yourself wanting to know the full plan or next 
steps? Why do you think that is? 

2. In what ways does only knowing part of the plan challenge or 
strengthen us?  

3. How do you discern what the next step is?  

 
COMMENTARY #2 

(Mark 11:16-25) Last week we discussed how prayer is the first 
step and response we should have when a mission opportunity 
presents itself. Those prayers align us to God’s will and allow us 
to observe His impacts in our lives. Previously in Mark, Jesus 
cursed the fig tree for not having fruit prepared for Him and He 
walked away to address the market in the temple. Upon return the 



fig tree had withered. Jesus shows that the power comes from the 
Holy Spirit and that faith allows its action.  

For the past three weeks we have been discussing God’s heart 
for the world and how we are called to assist in that mission. We 
do not know the plan or have the power ourselves to accomplish 
it. But God sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in us and be our guide, our 
advocate, and our teacher. The Spirit opens the right doors at the 
right times, and in our faith we walk through them in obedience to 
Jesus. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Has the Spirit ever moved you to action? 

2. What impacts from the Spirit have you witnessed? 

3. Are there costs to listening and following the Spirit? 

 
GOING DEEPER 

In the early church, the Corinthians were sent many apostles to 
help teach and instruct them, to the point that the church had 
quarrels based upon which apostle taught them. To settle this, the 
apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church. 

(1 Corinthians 3:4-9) “For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and 
another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, 
through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to 
each His task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has 
been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 



The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, 
and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. For 
we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s 
building.” 

As we are called into mission, the labors we do are only a part of 
the whole work. Some are called for small labors like a weekend 
project, and some for large labors which invest great time into the 
lives of those they serve. But all the work is needed. We also may 
not see the outcome; you may be planting a forest for the next 
generation to benefit from. But in faith, we follow and serve. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Check out opportunities to serve with Asbury’s mission partners at 
weareasbury.com/missions!  

 

GROUP ACTIVITY 

*This activity is less formerly structured. 
 
Take time to share your mission work and what God has called 
you for in the past (if you have not already done so). Discuss new 
opportunities or ideas that you have to share the gospel with 
others.  

https://weareasbury.com/missions


 
 
 

Our Power for the Mission 
Additional Curriculum 

Date: February 16, 2025 
Text: Acts 2:1-13

 
BIG IDEA 

As the people of God, we are commissioned into the world, whether 
that is across the street or to those around the world who have never 
heard the name of Jesus, to make Him known!  

Living on mission means understanding that we are sent...every single 
day! It’s important that we don’t go in our own power, but in the power 
of the Holy Spirit living through us. Jesus promised that through the 
Holy Spirit we would be able to do even greater things than what He 
did during His earthly ministry. Learning to yield to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit and stepping out in bold obedience is key to this promise.  

What does it look like to be empowered by the Holy Spirit in our 
everyday lives? How do I walk yielded to His power and leading in a 
way that makes Jesus known in the world around me? As we go, may 
we listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit and move in courageous faith 
to step out in obedience in His power. 

 

Conversation Starter 

● How can our mission become the focus of our lives even in 
the midst of all our busyness and schedules?  

 



COMMENTARY #1 

(Acts 2:1-13) Here, the disciples are gathered together on the 
Day of Pentecost, a Jewish feast held 50 days after Passover. 
Jesus has already ascended into heaven and given the Great 
Commission where He also promised that the “Holy Spirit will 
come upon you” in order to equip early believers to carry out their 
mission. They trusted this promise and had begun the work they 
were called to do–teaching and discipling new believers.  

Peter, the disciple who had denied Jesus and then decided to go 
back to fishing, was preaching. As he is speaking, the Holy Spirit 
comes; this day is now known as the Day of Pentecost and 
serves as one of the most important days ever to happen for 
believers (and all mankind). 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. The disciples obeyed before the promise was fulfilled. Are 
there times that we are called to step out before we see the 
reason? Share. 

2. Pentecost came while Peter was preaching; the disciple who 
had denied Jesus would now be the one God uses to usher 
in the Holy Spirit for all people. What does this say about 
how God can use you and me?  

 
COMMENTARY #2 

(Acts 2:1-13) There are several descriptive elements in this story.  



First, the sound of a violent wind which symbolizes the powerful 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Though we cannot see it, we know 
that it is there.  

Then there are tongues of fire that ascend onto the people. Fire 
represents purification and God’s presence. Early followers of 
Jesus could not endure their mission if they were not filled with 
the presence of God.  

Finally, they were given the gift of tongues where suddenly, 
people were able to hear the Gospel in their own language and 
speak languages they did not know before. This miracle of 
speaking in different tongues highlights the unity in diversity within 
the body of Christ. The gospel is for all people, regardless of their 
background or language. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why was it important that the gift of tongues be given?  

2. Compare and contrast the Tower of Babel and Pentecost. 
How did God use languages? Why were the people 
gathered? What was the outcome?  

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

Article: Desiring God: A Pentecost to Celebrate, by John Piper
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/a-pentecost-to-celebrate


 
 
 

Home Curriculum 
As You Go - Learning to Live on Mission 

February 2025 
Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series 
messages. These mini-lessons will include the following: 

● A big idea for the scripture of the week 
● Bible verses to memorize  
● An activity that relates to the message 
● Songs that tie in with the message 
● A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask Him 

for help in living out the message 
● A challenge for the week – ways for the message to be lived 

out in everyday life 
These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections 
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly 
lives. Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more 
time is available for deeper study. For example, family members 
could write each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together 
with a metal ring. They could add to it each week and possibly 
include verses of their own. 

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center of 
their lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live 
and interact with God and others and will walk with Him all the 
days of their lives.  

 

 



Week 3 – Our Power for the Mission 
Big Idea 

 
Acts 1:4-8 

We now know that God has the plan and has given us the fuel to carry out the 
plan. Do you remember what these are? The plan is the roadmap that God 
provides through the Bible from the very beginning to restore his people to 
himself. The fuel is the prayer life between you and God that allows you to 
work in partnership with God – not only strengthening your relationship with 
him, but also sharing him with those around you.  

We have the map and the fuel – now we need the power. Are we able to carry 
out this work on our own? No! We need to rely upon the power of the Holy 
Spirit that lives in us. We could peter along with our own little engines, but 
how much more powerful could our work of spreading the message of 
salvation be if we used the turbo power of the Holy Spirit working within us?  

● Have you ever been in a powerful car? What do you notice about the 
engine? 

Memory 
Verses 

[Jesus said to the apostles] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. ~Acts 1:8 

Activity We have shared the gospel message by writing them on hearts to share with 
others. We have written in prayer journals and/or prayer slips. Continue these 
practices – this time paying close attention to being obedient to the Holy Spirit. 
Know that you don’t have all the power necessary to carry out God’s work on 
your own, but through prayer and with the help of the Holy Spirit, we have a 
great team. Create a team name and make a pennant with your team name 
that will remind you that you are a member of God’s team and he is excited to 
partner with you to spread his message of salvation throughout the world.  

Song 
 

Hymn: “Spirit of the Living God” 
“Holy Spirit” by Kari Jobe 

Prayer 
 

Dear God, Thank you for creating a plan from the beginning and sharing this 
roadmap with us through the Bible. Thank you for giving us the fuel for the 
journey by providing a means of talking with you through prayer. Finally, thank 
you for giving us the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us. Help us to be 
obedient to the Holy Spirit. Show us ways to share you! Amen. 

Challenge Create a team cheer, chant, or mascot that will add to your pennant and team 
name. Share this with excitement to God – tell him he is the ultimate coach! 

 


