
 
 
 

A House of Worship 
Date: January 12, 2025 

Text: 2 Chronicles 29-31
 

BIG IDEA 

When Hezekiah becomes king of Judah, the kingdom he inherits 
is a certified disaster. King Ahaz, Hezekiah’s father, was one of 
the worst kings in Judah’s history. He made idols, sacrificed 
children in the fire, cut the temple furnishings into pieces, and 
shut the doors of the temple.    

With this setting the scene, Hezekiah’s first act as king is to repair 
the temple doors. He assembles the priests and Levites and gives 
them the following command: “Consecrate yourselves now and 
consecrate the temple of the Lord, the God of your ancestors.” 
The team gets to work – they bring out everything unclean and 
restore all the temple items to their proper place. As a result, “the 
service of the temple of the Lord was reestablished” and the 
temple was once again a house of worship! Then, Hezekiah 
invites all the people to come to Jerusalem for the Passover. 
When people show up, some of them are ceremonially unclean, 
but Hezekiah prays to the Lord, and the Lord heard Hezekiah and 
healed the people.  

We believe the Lord is inviting Asbury to become a house of 
worship – to let go of what is unclean and to put what is important  



back in its proper place. We also believe that this work isn’t about 
trying harder and being better. The Lord has grace and healing for 
us in this work of consecration and restoration.   

 

Conversation Starter 

● What does “worship” mean to you? Is it more than just 
singing or music?  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(2 Chronicles 29) King Hezekiah begins his reign and 
immediately sets out to restore proper worship in the temple of 
the Lord. Hezekiah, recognizing the spiritual decline of Judah, 
calls the priests and Levites to consecrate themselves and the 
temple. He acknowledges the unfaithfulness of their ancestors 
and the resulting wrath of God. Hezekiah's reforms include 
reopening the temple doors, repairing them, and removing all 
defilement. He leads the people in a covenant renewal, offering 
sacrifices and burnt offerings to atone for the sins of the nation. 
The chapter highlights Hezekiah's dedication to restoring the 
worship of God and the people's enthusiastic response, resulting 
in a revival of religious practices and a renewed commitment to 
the Lord.

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Hezekiah first notes that proper worship needs to be 
restored. Why is worship so important?  



2. Hezekiah acknowledges past failures but then moves 
forward to change. Do your past failures or mistakes 
motivate you to change or keep you bound in shame? 
Explain.  

3. What do you think would have happened if the people did 
not respond to Hezekiah’s call for change? What will happen 
if we don’t heed the call to keep our temple clean?  

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(2 Chronicles 30) King Hezekiah invites all of Israel and Judah to 
celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem, an event that had not been 
observed in great numbers for a long time. The Passover was 
(and still is) an annual festival reminding the Israelites of their 
deliverance from Egyptian slavery and God's protection. Hezekiah 
wants to remind the people who their God is and sends letters 
throughout the land, urging the people to return to the Lord and 
participate in the festival. Despite initial resistance and mockery 
from some, many people from various tribes respond positively 
and gather in Jerusalem. The priests and Levites consecrate 
themselves, and the Passover is celebrated with great joy and 
enthusiasm. The celebration is so profound that it extends for an 
additional seven days, marked by sacrifices, worship, and a 
renewed commitment to God. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is remembering what God has done so pivotal in 
sustaining our faith?  



2. Why do you think some people mocked the king for his 
efforts to return to the Lord? Do we see anything like this 
today?  

3. What does it mean to “consecrate yourself?”  

 

COMMENTARY #3 

(2 Chronicles 31) King Hezekiah continues his religious reforms 
by organizing the priests and Levites, ensuring they are properly 
supported to carry out their duties. He commands the people of 
Jerusalem to bring their tithes and offerings to the temple, 
resulting in an abundance of contributions. This generosity allows 
the priests and Levites to focus on their service without financial 
concerns. Hezekiah also oversees the distribution of these 
offerings, ensuring that everyone, including the priests, Levites, 
and their families, receives their share. The people’s generosity 
and offerings were essential to their worship as they surrendered 
back to God what He had blessed them with. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Do you think offering (tithing) is an essential part of worship? 
Why or why not? 

2. As the people returned back to God, their generosity grew. 
Do you think there is a direct correlation between our 
relationship to Jesus and our generosity?  

 
 



GOING DEEPER 

The temple doors were crucial to Hezekiah because they 
symbolized the accessibility and sanctity of the temple, which had 
been neglected and defiled during the reign of his father, Ahaz. 
This is why repairing the temple doors was one of the first things 
Hezekiah did. By reopening and repairing the temple doors, 
Hezekiah was making a powerful statement about restoring 
proper worship and reestablishing the temple as the central place 
of worship for the people of Judah. It marked the beginning of a 
spiritual revival and a return to faithfulness among the people. 
Reopening the temple doors symbolized making the temple 
accessible for worship. In our spiritual walk, we must ensure that 
our hearts are open and accessible to Jesus, allowing Him to 
enter and transform our lives. 

1. How can we make our hearts “accessible for worship?” Are 
the doors to your heart open or closed?  

2. Repairing a physical building is much easier than seeing the 
rubble of our lives or hearts and trying to repair that. But 
what steps can you take today to begin to make repairs? Are 
you willing to ask God to let you see the places that have 
become broken? 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Sermon – King Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 29-32), by James Hamory 

Devotion & Sermon – What is Worship, by John Piper 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=sermons+on+2+chronicles+29&&mid=C29A5A5B9500429A7281C29A5A5B9500429A7281&&FORM=VRDGAR-
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-worship-


GROUP ACTIVITY 

There are many ways that we can worship. True worship involves 
having a heart posture submitted to God, not necessarily “doing” 
something. As a group, brainstorm ways that YOU worship. Talk 
about why that particular habit or practice speaks to you. Listen 
for new ideas and ways to worship that you can try throughout the 
next week! 

Examples: 

- Music/singing 
- Prayer 
- Art 
- Writing 
- Meditation 
- Gardening/being in nature 
- Communicating with others 

  



 

 

 

Family Curriculum Packet 
 

Inside this packet, you will find mini lessons for the sermon series 
message. These mini lessons will include the following: 

• A big idea for the scripture of the week 
• Bible verses to memorize  
• An activity that relates to the message 
• Songs that tie in with the message 
• A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask Him 

for help in living out the message 
• A challenge for the week – ways for the message to be lived 

out in everyday life 
 

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections 
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly 
lives. Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more 
time is available for deeper study. For example, family members 
could write each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together 
with a metal ring. They could add to it each week and possibly 
include verses of their own. 

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center 
their lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live 
and interact with God and others and will walk with Him all the 
days of their lives.  
  
  



  

Big Idea 
  

2 
Chronicles 

29-31 

King Ahaz, was a very bad king and made a mess of the temple with 
idols, vandalism, and just pure evil. When his son Hezekiah became 
king of Judah, his first order of business was to repair the temple doors 
and cleanse it of anything unclean. As a result, the service of the 
temple of the Lord was reestablished and the temple was once again a 
house of worship.   

• How does it make you feel when you clean your room or tidy a 
drawer? 

Memory 
Verses 

The priests went to the entrance of the Lord’s temple to cleanse it. They 
took all the unclean things they found in the Lord’s sanctuary to the 
courtyard of the Lord’s temple. -2 Chronicles 29:16a 

So the service of the temple of the Lord was reestablished. Hezekiah 
and all the people rejoiced. -2 Chronicles 29:35b, 36a 

Activity Take time this week to clean your room or another place in the home. 
Declutter and make room for God! Play or sing songs of praise as you 
work. Think of ways you can remember to praise God throughout each 
day. Some examples: put post-it notes with memory verses on your 
mirror or refrigerator, take pictures of sunsets or other places of God’s 
creation, play/sing praise songs or hymns, or label a jar for prayer 
requests or praises and share at the table. These are just ideas – feel 
free to create your own! Make yours a House of Worship!  

Songs 
  

Hymns: “Create in Me a Clean Heart,” “Take My Life” 

“Praise” by Elevation Worship 

Prayer 
  

Dear God, 

Thank you for allowing us to make a clean start each day. Help us to 
keep out unclean things and always remember to worship you. We love 
you. Amen. 

Challenge Be ready to share with others how you were able to make your home a 
House of Worship! What specific things did you do this week? 

 


