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House of the Word

Date: January 19, 2025
Text: 2 Chronicles 34-35

BIG IDEA

Just a few generations after Hezekiah, the kingdom of Judah is
once again in disarray. King Manasseh and King Amon lead the
people into idolatry, and Josiah inherits the kingdom as a third
grader (he was 8 years old). Like Hezekiah, Josiah begins a
program of reform and restoration and again, part of this program
is to repair the temple. In the process, Hilkiah the priest found the
Book of the Law that had been given through Moses. Basically,
the people of God lost the Bible! The Book of the Law was
collecting dust in a broom closet in the house of the Lord! When
Josiah hears of this, he first mourns and repents, but then he
reads the entire Book of the Law in the presence of the people
and renews the covenant with the Lord. We believe the Lord is
inviting Asbury to become a house living fully under the authority
of the Word.

Conversation Starter

e Have you ever read the Bible completely through? Share
about that experience.



COMMENTARY #1

(2 Chronicles 34) King Josiah, who began his reign at the tender
age of eight, initiates significant religious reforms in Judah. In the
eighteenth year of his reign, Josiah orders the repair of the temple
of the Lord, which leads to the discovery of the Book of the Law
by Hilkiah the priest. Upon hearing the words of the Law, Josiah is
deeply moved and tears his clothes in sorrow, realizing how far
the people have strayed from God's commandments. He seeks
guidance from the prophetess Huldah, who delivers a message of
impending judgment due to the nation's disobedience but also
assures Josiah that he will be spared from witnessing this
calamity because of his humility and repentance. Josiah then
leads a renewed covenant with the Lord, purging the land of
idolatry and restoring proper worship, demonstrating his
commitment to following God's ways and leading his people back
to faithfulness.

Discussion Questions

1. Consider how God used the faith of a child to bring His
people back to Him. How does this make you view childlike
faith?

2. Josiah is not merely saddened by the people’s failure; he is
compelled to do something. What did he do? How can we
follow this example?

3. We might not have physically lost the Bible, but are we still a
Biblically literate culture? If not, how can we return to the
Word?



COMMENTARY #2

(2 Chronicles 35) King Josiah organizes a grand celebration of
the Passover in Jerusalem. Josiah ensures that the preparations
are meticulous, providing lambs and goats for the people, priests,
and Levites. He instructs the Levites to serve the people and
prepare the sacrifices according to the Law of Moses. Josiah’s
leadership is reminiscent of Hezekiah'’s leadership from last week.
Just a few short chapters ago, Hezekiah was having to do the
exact same things that Josiah is now having to do. How had the
people forgotten so quickly?

Again, the Passover is celebrated with great joy and reverence as
the people remember the faithfulness of the Lord. Under Josiah’s
leadership, the people once again return to God and the
foundation of His Word. At the end of this chapter however, we
see Josiah's tragic death in battle against Pharaoh Necho of
Egypt, marking the end of his righteous reign and the beginning of
a period of decline for Judah.

Discussion Questions

1. The people so quickly forgot their renewed covenant under
Hezekiah. Why do you think the Israelites were so prone to
stray?

2. Are we quick to forget our passion and commitment to the
Lord?

3. How does this passage make you consider the importance
of leadership? What made Josiah a good leader?



GOING DEEPER

King Josiah was the grandson of Manasseh, a king known for his
idolatrous practices and evil reign. However, he was the great-
grandson of Hezekiah, a king remembered for his Godly life and
restoration of the temple.

1. Consider how family lineage plays into our faith practices or
stories. Was there anyone in your family tree who laid the
foundation of faith for you?

2. How are you laying the foundation of faith for your future
generations?

Even though Hezekiah's son chose to forsake the Lord, his
grandson learned from his example and chose faithfulness.

1. How does it make you feel that your faith could impact
people and generations you don’t even know of yet (or
maybe will never know)?

2. What legacy have you left already? What legacy do you
want to leave?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Video — Josiah: The Last Good King of Judah, Bible Unleashed

Sermon Article — Josiah: The Way Up is Down, by Lloyd Stilley

Devotion — How God Showed Grace to Godly Josiah, by Amanda
Williams



https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=devotion+king+josiah&mid=8CB947A31565D4D7DE068CB947A31565D4D7DE06&FORM=VIRE
https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/sermon-josiah-reform-repair-recovery-covenant-2-chronicles-34
https://www.christianwebsite.com/how-did-god-show-grace-to-godly-josiah/

GROUP ACTIVITY

On the next page, there is a blank family tree chart. Fill out your “faith
family tree” and outline those that have gone before you in the faith.
These can be your parents, or they can be mentors, friends, teachers
ect.. That have set an example of faith for you.

OR

Fill out your faith legacy tree. Put your name at the beginning and then
those that you impact. See how your faith impacts those around you!
These can be your kids, family, grandkids, neighbors, friends,
coworkers etc...



FAMILY TREE CHART
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Family Curriculum Packet

Inside this packet, you will find mini lessons for the sermon series
message. These mini lessons will include the following:

¢ A big idea for the scripture of the week

e Bible verses to memorize

¢ An activity that relates to the message

e Songs that tie in with the message

e A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask him
for help in living out the message

¢ A challenge for the week — ways for the message to be lived
out in everyday life

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly
lives. Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more
time is available for deeper study. For example, family members
could write each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together
with a metal ring. They could add to it each week and possibly
include verses of their own.

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center
their lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live
and interact with God and others and will walk with Him all the
days of their lives.



Big Idea

2
Chronicles
34-35

Just a few generations after Hezekiah, the kingdom of Judah is
once again in disarray. Josiah became king when he was eight
years old (the same age as a third grader). Like Hezekiah,
Josiah begins to reform and restore the people and the temple.
As they were again cleansing the temple, Hilkiah the priest
found the Book of the Law that had been given through Moses.
Basically, they had lost the Bible and now it had been found!
When Josiah heard this, he mourns, repents, and then reads the
entire Book of the Law in the presence of the people to renew
their covenant with the Lord.

e How did you make your home a House of Worship this
week?

e What changes did you see happen?

e When you were cleaning, did you find anything that was
lost? Have you ever found something important that had
been lost?

Memory
Verse

The king (Josiah) stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant
in the presence of the Lord — to follow the Lord and keep his
commands, statures and decrees with all his heart and all his
soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book.
-2 Chronicles 34:31

Activity

Place a Bible that you have at home in a prominent place. Allow
this to be a reminder that we want to live according to the Bible
and in obedience to God. Think about some of the verses we
have memorized or other favorite verses of your family. Look for
ways to display or recite these verses over family members
and/or friends this week. (For younger children) Play hide and
seek. Relate this to finding something important.

Songs

” 13

Hymns: “Amazing Grace”, “Open My Eyes that | May See”
“Word of God Speak” by Mercy Me




Prayer

Dear God,

Thank you for kings that wanted to make things right. Thank you
for their courage and their commitment to the Lord and their
dedication to repent and restore the covenant with God. Please
help us to remember to obey the Lord’s commands in all we do.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Challenge

How can you live by the Word of God in your homes and in your
everyday life?




