
 
 
 

A House of Prayer 
Date: January 26, 2025 

Text: Mark 11:12-25 
 

BIG IDEA 

When Jesus comes to Jerusalem as King, He does what Kings do 
(as we’ve seen the previous two weeks) – He cleans the temple 
of the Lord. In Jesus’ case, He drives out those who were buying, 
selling, and turning the temple into a den of robbers (see 
Jeremiah 7:11), and He declares, “My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all nations” (see Isaiah 56:7).   

Interestingly, Mark brackets this episode in the temple with the 
story of Jesus and the fig tree. The narrative is structured like this:   

Fig Tree   
Temple   
Fig Tree   

Basically, Mark wants you to see a connection here. The 
connection – a house with no prayer is like a tree with no fruit. 
The fruit Jesus is looking for is the fruit of prayer. As we close out 
this series, we believe the Lord is inviting Asbury to become a 
house of prayer. 

 

 

 



Conversation Starter 

● Do you feel like Asbury is a house rooted in prayer? Why or 
why not?  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Mark 11:12-16) Jesus and His disciples are traveling from 
Bethany, and Jesus becomes hungry. He sees a fig tree in the 
tree but finds no fruit on it, as it is not the season for figs. Jesus 
then curses the fig tree, saying, "May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again." This act symbolizes the judgment on Israel for its lack 
of spiritual fruit despite outward appearances. Following this, 
Jesus enters the temple in Jerusalem and drives out those who 
are buying and selling there. He overturns the tables of the money 
changers and the benches of those selling doves, condemning 
them for turning the house of prayer into a "den of robbers." This 
passage highlights Jesus' authority and His call for genuine 
worship and righteousness. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. How can we outwardly appear fruitful but really be lacking 
any true growth? Has this ever been true for you? 

2. Jesus condemns those that are taking advantage of people 
through religiosity. Has modern religion been guilty of this?  

3. How can we stand in opposition to those abusing God’s 
house in a righteous and Godly way?  

 



COMMENTARY #2 

(Mark 11:16-25) Jesus continues His actions in the temple, 
teaching the people and emphasizing the importance of the 
temple as a house of prayer for all nations, while condemning 
those who have turned it into a den of robbers. This passage 
follows His cleansing of the temple, where He drove out the 
money changers and merchants. The next day, as they pass by 
the withered fig tree, Jesus uses it as a lesson on the power of 
faith and prayer. He tells His disciples that if they have faith and 
do not doubt, they can command even a mountain to be thrown 
into the sea. Jesus also stresses the necessity of forgiveness, 
instructing His followers to forgive others so that their prayers may 
be effective. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Jesus calls for the temple to be a house of prayer for “all 
nations.” This was countercultural and a calling for the church 
to be open to all people of all backgrounds, ethnicities, and 
religions. How does the church succeed at this? How do we 
fail?  

2. Why do you think forgiveness is vital for a thriving prayer 
life?  

 
GOING DEEPER 

When Jesus says the temple should be a "house of prayer" in 
Mark 11:17, He is emphasizing the primary purpose of the temple 
as a place dedicated to worship, prayer, and communion with 



God, rather than allowing it to become a place of commercial 
activity or exploitation. 

1. Do you think churches, in general, recognize the importance 
of prayer?  

2. Do you think Asbury is a “house of prayer?” In what ways 
are we succeeding? In what ways can we improve?  

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Devotional – 7 Steps to Strengthen Prayer, by John Piper  

Sermon – The New Passover, by John MacArthur 

 

GROUP ACTIVITY 

Everyone pull out your phone and set a timer that will remind you 
to pray. Try to find a time that works for everyone in the group so 
that when you pray, you know everyone else in your group is 
praying at the same time! If you can’t find a time that works for 
everyone, still set a timer for yourself to remember to pray.  
 
Try not to miss a day this week and come back next week ready 
to share with the group how it felt to be intentional in prayer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/seven-steps-to-strengthen-prayer
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=sermon+on+jesus+overthrowing+tables&&mid=D3F3CB8571E111D885B7D3F3CB8571E111D885B7&&FORM=VRDGAR-


 
 
 
 
 

Family Curriculum Packet 
 

Inside this packet, you will find mini lessons for the sermon series 
message. These mini lessons will include the following: 

• A big idea for the scripture of the week 
• Bible verses to memorize  
• An activity that relates to the message 
• Songs that tie in with the message 
• A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask him 

for help in living out the message 
• A challenge for the week – ways for the message to be lived 

out in everyday life 
 

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections 
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly 
lives. Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more 
time is available for deeper study. For example, family members 
could write each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together 
with a metal ring. They could add to it each week and possibly 
include verses of their own. 

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center 
their lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live 
and interact with God and others and will walk with Him all the 
days of their lives.  
 



Big Idea 
  

Mark  
11:12-21 

In the past two weeks, we have learned about Hezekiah and 
Josiah and how they cleaned out the temple to restore it to 
honor God. In today’s reading, we are learning about another 
king clearing the temple. This time, that king is Jesus. He began 
driving out those that were buying and selling there. The temple 
was becoming more of a marketplace instead of how it should 
be a house of prayer for all nations. 

Memory 
Verses 

And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will 
be called a house of prayer for all nations’? -Mark 11:17a 

Activity Create a color wheel on a paper plate or create cards to 
reference to use God’s Word from the Scriptures to help you 
pray. This ties together last week’s lesson to create our homes 
to be a House of the Word with this week’s lesson to make our 
homes a House of Prayer. Use the image on the next page as a 
guide. For further reference, use this website Helpful Bible 
Verses | Daughters Blog or find verses of your own.  

Song 
  

Hymn: “What a Friend we Have in Jesus” 

“The Lord’s Prayer” by Hillsong Worship 

Prayer 
  

Dear God,  

Thank you that we can come to you in prayer any time of the 
day or night. You never sleep and always hear us. Thank you for 
providing your word to us so that we can have them for comfort 
and instruction in any situation and that we can pray these 
words to you. Amen. 

Challenge Make an effort to pray at new times this week. Maybe you thank 
God for a beautiful day or for your lunch. Maybe you ask God to 
be with a friend or family member if they are struggling with 
something or are ill. Maybe you say hi to God in the middle of 
your day to let Him know that you are thinking of Him. Be ready 
to share next week! 

https://www.sbcdaughters.com/helpfulbibleverses
https://www.sbcdaughters.com/helpfulbibleverses


  

  
 
  
 

 
 


