
 
 

 
Bitterness is Defeated 

Date: May 11, 2025 
Text: Luke 15:25-32 

 
BIG IDEA 

Few things cut deeper than the wounds we receive in our own 
families. Jealousy and bitterness often find fertile ground in these 
relationships. Yet, in the midst of this brokenness, the Father's heart 
shines through—His ultimate desire? That every child comes home. 

The Father’s grace is astounding: "Everything I have is yours." To the 
younger son, lost and broken, He offers sonship where servanthood 
would have sufficed. To the older son, steadfast yet resentful, He 
gently reminds Him of the privileges He has always had but failed to 
embrace. 

And so, we are left with a question: How are we living? Are we like 
slaves, begrudging and weighed down, or like children, joyful and 
free? Do we obey out of obligation or love? Are we living bitter lives on 
the outside, or are we inside, celebrating at the party? 

 

Conversation Starter 

● Have you ever seen bitterness consume someone, or 
experienced it yourself? 

 



COMMENTARY #1 

(Luke 15:25-30) This passage comes from the parable of the lost son, 
where a son takes his inheritance early and squanders it. Upon 
returning, the father celebrates his son coming home. The older son’s 
bitterness began with being bitter at his brother but was quickly 
revealed to be bitterness at his father. He complains that the father is 
doing so much for the younger son and nothing for him. When we are 
bitter do we find ourselves bitter at the other person, or at least 
partially bitter that God would let someone like that have anything 
besides the worst possible option? 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Did the older son respond any differently than what we would 
expect? 

2. Was the older son wrong in his response? Why? 

3. Who do each of the characters represent in the parable?  

4. What lesson can we learn about our own bitterness from the 
example of the older son? 

 
COMMENTARY #2 

(Luke 15:31-32) The Father’s response is short and simple: You are 
with me all the time and all I have is yours; however, we are 
celebrating something bigger than yourself.  

While the older brother showed bitterness, the father instead decided 
to show forgiveness. It would have been easy for the father to be 
bitter, but he recognizes that the bitterness would cause him to do 
further harm to his son, so he forgives him and celebrates his return. 



The way to overcome bitterness is forgiveness. When we feel 
bitterness towards someone we forgive them, and when we feel 
bitterness toward God we forgive Him even though he does not need 
or require our forgiveness.

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Based on the father’s response, what was the older son’s 
mistake? 

2. What lesson can we learn about our responses from the 
example of the father? 

 

GOING DEEPER 

(Hebrews 12:14-15) The author of Hebrews describes bitterness like 
a root that grows and causes harm to many. Our own bitterness does 
not just affect ourselves, it has consequences that are felt on those 
around us and then to those around them causing a chain reaction. 
But the author of Hebrews highlights the solution that we are to make 
every effort to live in peace and be holy. To be a peacemaker you 
resolve trouble between people and within yourself. Often bitterness 
tries to take our peace, which has us take our eyes off of God.  

1. How does our bitterness affect others around us? 
2. What does it mean to be a peacekeeper? What do they do? 
3. How should we handle situations when we see others who are 

bitter? 
4. What was one takeaway you had from this lesson? 

 

 



 

 

 

Home Curriculum 

Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series 
message. 

These mini-lessons will include the following: 

• Big idea for the Scripture of the week 
• Bible verses to memorize 
• Activities that relates to the message 
• Songs that tie in with the message 
• Prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask Him for help in 

living out the message 
• Challenge for the week – ways for the message to be lived out in 

everyday life 

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections between the 
values that are given by God to help us lead godly lives. Feel free to 
shorten these lessons or extend them if more time is available for deeper 
study. For example, family members could write each day’s verse on a 
notecard that is held together with a metal ring. They could add to it each 
week and possibly include verses of their own. 

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center their lives 
will study to have a solid foundation with which to live and interact God and 
others and will walk with Him all the days of their lives. 

 

 

 



Week 4 – Bitterness is Defeated 

 
Big Idea 

 
Luke 

15:25-32 

Do you remember the passage we read two weeks ago about the woman who 
had sinned, and Jesus chose not to condemn her, but to send her on her way to 
sin no more? This week contains a similar message of mercy and forgiveness. 
When reading this passage, you may want to start at verse 11 to get the entire 
story of the parable of the lost son. Starting in verse 25, though, the focus shifts 
to the older brother. When he saw the party that his father threw for the return of 
his little brother who had left and wasted what was given to him by their father, 
he became jealous, bitter, and angry. He had done everything that the father had 
asked, but was never given a party. 

• Have you ever thought that something was not fair? Explain. 

Memory 
Verses 

“’My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” ~Luke 15:31-32 

 
 

Activity 

Once again, we have several characters in this passage. There is the father, the 
older son who stayed and worked and helped his father, and the younger son 
who went out and squandered his father’s inheritance. Since we have had some 
practice with acting, feel free to act out this scene. 
The younger son repents and comes to his father and the father readily accepts 
this and forgives him and welcomes him back happily. The older son doesn’t take 
too well to this grand acceptance. He is bitter and thinks this is unfair. His 
reaction shows his hardened heart and his reluctant obedience to his father. The 
father tells the older son that all he has is his, but we also need to celebrate the 
return of the lost brother. Think about how our Heavenly Father runs to us when 
we confess and repent of our sins and ask for forgiveness. It is ours for the 
taking! 

Songs 
Hymn: “Lord of the Dance” 
“He Ran to Me ” (The Prodigal son) by Phillips, Craig and Dean 

Prayer 

O Heavenly Father, thank You for forgiving us when we do wrong. We know that 
all we need to do is come to You and ask for forgiveness and it is granted! You 
run to us when You see us coming your way! In turn, help us to not hold on to 
bitterness and show forgiveness to others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Challenge 
If you run across something that doesn’t seem fair this week, try to think about 
how to respond. Be quick to forgive others and even yourself. When we can 
forgive, we soften our hearts and are able to celebrate God’s love. 

 


