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Adversity is inevitable, but Psalm 27 reminds us that when hardship
arises, mature believers must fix their eyes on the unchanging
character of God. David, though pursued by enemies and faced with
obstacles, speaks with confidence—not in his own strength, but in the
steadfast nature of the Lord. His response is one of praise, declaring
God’s goodness, light, salvation, and protection. The structure of this
psalm reflects a deep trust: first, David speaks about God, then
directly to Him, and finally returns to declaring His faithfulness. This
mirroring reinforces the truth that no matter the barriers before us,
God remains steady, sure, and victorious. May we, like David, declare
His goodness over our own lives, anchoring our hearts in His
unwavering presence.

Conversation Starter

e If you could have a burning bush (as close to face-to-face as it
gets) moment with God, what would you say to Him?



(Verse 1) This passage starts with two very powerful questions. In the
scripture, these questions are asked after the poet affirms God, like he
is asking himself these questions to make a point to himself; to
encourage himself. “Whom shall | fear?” and, “Of whom shall | be
afraid?” Sometimes the Holy Spirit can use the words we pray to also
encourage us. This psalm is an intimate glimpse into David’s prayer
life. The snapshot we see in this psalm is a moment of desperation
and full transparency with God. But it somehow is a moment of
strength as well.

Discussion Questions

1. How can desperation AND strength exist in the same moment in
our lives?

2. What has been the most desperate prayer you have ever
uttered?

3. Have you ever been surprised to hear the prayer that comes
tumbling out of your heart before the Lord? What caught you off
guard about your own words?

4. How do you see the Holy Spirit empowering your prayers? If you
don’t see it, what can you pray to help you become more aware
of His presence?

(Verses 2-3) In some circles, Christians are viewed as sheltered,
out of touch with reality, and even naive. But these verses show
that David is completely aware of the dangers of the world around



him. It is not a situation where he does not see the danger; but
rather, his anchor, the thing that centers him in the midst of the
chaos of his life, is what stands out. Christians have fears. They
see reality. They certainly know pain and suffering. Let’s focus on
what truly is “the Rock” in the Christian worldview.

Discussion Questions

1.

In verse 3, David actually talks about war breaking out against
him. He talks to God like he knows He is a warrior who will fight
for him. Many people don’t think of a strong warrior when they
think of God, but the fact is that scripture supports this idea. How
have you seen God do battle for you in the past?

. In verse 5, the New Living Translation uses this imagery:

For he will conceal me there when troubles come; he will hide me in his
sanctuary. He will place me out of reach on a high rock.

Have you ever wanted to be hidden, out of reach of your own
life? Have you ever needed the concealment and covering of the
Lord over your life? Look at the following names of God and
think about the kind of God you can cling to:

El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty)

El Elyon (The Most High God)

Jehovah Nissi (The Lord My Banner)

Jehovah-Raah (The Lord My Shepherd)

Jehovah Rapha (The Lord That Heals)

Jehovah Shammah (The Lord Is There)

Jehovah Mekoddishkem (The Lord Who Sanctifies You)
El Olam (The Everlasting God)

Jehovah Jireh (The Lord Will Provide)

Jehovah Shalom (The Lord Is Peace)

What do these names tell you about the character of our God?



(Verses 13-14) The conclusion of this psalm is reflective. The speaker
in the poem clings to God, assuring himself that he will “see the
goodness of the Lord.” However, there is never a claim that he will not
suffer. There is never a claim that it will be easy. The text claims
simply two things for certain: God will be present and the outcome will
ultimately be good.

Discussion Questions

1. What makes you doubt God'’s presence?

2. What makes you doubt God’s goodness?

3. How can your prayers change to ask Him to help you with these
doubts?

David models a very serious, desperate, gut-wrenching prayer here.
What can we learn from him about prayer based on this model? Is he
honest with God about how he feels, or does he sugarcoat his
feelings? Do you picture him as being emotional when he writes this
prayer or more even-tempered? Is he arrogant or humble? Does
David talk to the Lord like he knows Him or stay at a distance? From
what you know about David, how do you think his relationship with
God got him to a point that he is able to pray so desperately before
Him? Make some connections about David from scripture. Then,
compare how your prayer life looks compared to what is modeled
here. How can you ask God to grow your prayer life this week?



Old Testament Names of God, Blue Letter Bible
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Family Curriculum

Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series
message.

These mini-lessons will include the following:

e A big idea for the scripture of the week

e Bible verses to memorize

¢ An activity that relates to the message

e Songs that tie in with the message

e A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask him
for help in living out the message

¢ A challenge for the week — ways for the message to be lived
out in everyday life

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly lives.
Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more time is
available for deeper study. For example, family members could write
each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together with a metal ring.
They could add to it each week and possibly include verses of their
own.

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center their
lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live and
interact God and others and will walk with Him all the days of their
lives.



Week 8 | Seeing God in Our Battles

Big Idea

Psalm 27

Last week, we had an English class review of acrostic poems. This week, let’s
look at another literary feature. David speaks about God in the first six verses (in
the 3™ person). In the next six verses, he is speaking fo God (in the 15t person).
Finally, in the last two verses, he goes back to speaking about God. Throughout
this psalm, David expresses confidence in God’s character — His goodness,
protection, light, and salvation. This leads David to praise God, despite his
circumstances — even when war breaks out against him.

e \What are some of the characteristics that you think of when you think

about God?

Memory
Verses

“The Lord is my light and my salvation — whom shall | fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life — of whom shall | be afraid?” ~ Psalm 27:1

“One thing | ask from the Lord, this only do | seek: that | may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him
in his temple.” ~Psalm 27:4

Activity

| hope you have enjoyed studying the Psalms this summer! Since this is the last
week of our study, we are going to write our own psalm! Yours can be one of joy
or one of sorrow or concern.

e Start with an intimate address — using some of the characteristics of God
and praising Him.

e Next, express to him what is going on in your life — this could be a
complaint, a desire (asking him for something), or something unique to
your situation.

e Finally, close by remembering one of God’s promises or by using praises
and thanksgiving.

Songs

Hymns: “Rock of Ages”
“Psalm 27 (One Thing)” by Shane & Shane

Prayer

Dear God, Thank you for your Word — the Bible. Thank you particularly for the
Psalms. It is so good to know that we can bring everything to you — hopes, fears,
dreams. You will listen and desire a relationship with us. Forgive us of our sins, O
Lord. Help us to live more like you each day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Challenge

Even though we have completed our study of some of the Psalms, you can still
read through others. Some familiar ones include Psalm 19, 23, and 121.




