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Delight in God’s Word

Date: May 18, 2025
Text: Numbers 6:22-27

BIG IDEA

It's often easy to see all the rules and laws of Scripture and miss out
on the promises and blessings God speaks over us. But our Father is
the source of everything good, and He loves to bless His children.
Because we belong to Him, He provides us with protection, grace, and
peace. Further, abiding in God, living out our faith, and meditating on
His Word, pave the way for us to increasingly receive the abundant
blessings of God in our lives.

Conversation Starter

e What does it mean to be blessed? Do you think “blessings”
refer to material prosperity, spiritual well-being, or aspects of
both?

COMMENTARY #1

(Numbers 6:22-27) This passage echoes the great covenant
blessings given to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3. As promised, God has
multiplied the descendants of Abraham into a numerous people; He



has protected his people and delivered them from oppression; He has
graciously forgiven their rebelliousness time and time again. Although
the nation of Israel is not yet at complete peace as they traverse the
wilderness, God is leading them toward the Promised Land—a place
of security and rest.

Discussion Questions

1. As Aaron spoke God’s blessing over the children of Israel, they
were still encamped in the wilderness of Sinai. How do you think
the people might have felt upon hearing these promises?

2. How do you feel when reading these promises over your own
life? Are there “wilderness” places in your heart or life in which
you are still waiting upon God to bring grace and peace?

3. How can meditating upon God’s past faithfulness help us accept
the blessings He has available to us in the present and future?

COMMENTARY #2

(Numbers 6:25-26) As God shines His face upon His children, He
bestows both His favor and His will. As He delights in his people and
blesses them, He simultaneously reveals His gracious character.
Inherent in God’s loving character is His desire for all peoples to know
Him and be blessed by Him. So, just as God promises that all nations
will be blessed through Abraham, He likewise calls Israel, not just to
experience his radiant presence, but to bear his light to the nations.
Centuries later, God remains faithful to His promises by sending Christ
to be the light of the world, again revealing His perfect love and desire
to bless all peoples.



Discussion Questions

1. How do you and | fit into this portrait of God'’s shining face and
radiant light? If the blessings of Numbers 6:22—26 apply to us,
what does that say about our calling?

2. Can you think of any New Testament passages that discuss light
in relation to the work of Christ or the calling of God’s people? (If
you need help getting started, see Matthew 5:14-16.)

3. To shine God’s light to the world, we must first experience His
light in our lives. What are some practical ways to encounter the
presence of God and become saturated in His light?

4. What are some specific ways we can shine God'’s light in our
families, communities, and workplaces?

COMMENTARY #3

(Numbers 6:25) God’s grace is a fundamental theme throughout
Scripture. “Grace” describes the kind disposition and action of a
superior toward an inferior. It cannot be earned, as the transaction
would constitute a form of compensation that would nullify the grace.
And since grace can’t be earned, neither can it be annulled by
unfaithfulness. Likewise, since God'’s blessings are gifts of His grace,
they cannot be earned through works or forfeited through
disobedience. God extends grace purely from the depths of His
character and covenant love.

Discussion Questions

1. If we can’t earn the blessings of God, how are faithfulness and
obedience related to the blessings of God? How can we
experience the blessings of God to a greater degree?



2. If we can'’t lose the blessing of God through disobedience, why
do bad things still happen in our lives and in our world?

3. The greatest gift of God’s grace is Jesus Christ, through whom
God’s children receive peace. Describe the peace that Jesus
provides. (Consider John 14:27 and 16:33).

GOING DEEPER

e The priestly blessing (birkat kohanim) of Numbers 6 is a
traditional Jewish prayer that is invoked often. Parents
traditionally pray the blessing over their children each Friday
night before the Shabbat meal. It is also prayed before long
journeys and often written out to be kept close at hand. Consider
praying the blessing over your family or friends this week.
Perhaps even write the blessing on a piece of paper to keep in
your purse, wallet, or vehicle.

e Fun fact: This blessing is also known as the nesiat kapayim,
“the raising of the hands,” because the priest would raise his
hands over the congregation as he prayed for the people.
The priest’s fingers would be positioned in a specific manner
to form the Hebrew letter shin, representing God’s name,
Shaddai. Interestingly, Star Trek actor Leonard Nimoy, who
was raised in a traditional Jewish home, utilized a one-
handed version of the gesture to create the Vulcan “live long
and prosper” salute.

e Video: What is the Birkat Kohanim?



https://youtu.be/T3tXSX_ltDI?si=AXvKZLofN5rRBVZ6

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

e Book: Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus: How the
Jewishness of Jesus Can Transform Your Faith, by Ann
Spangler and Lois Tverberg

e Video: “Blessing and Curse”, The Bible Project

GROUP ACTIVITY

Declare and pray Numbers 6:24—26 over one another. (If your group is
large, you may need to split up into smaller groups of 2-3.) As you
pray, insert the personal name of each individual into the passage. For
example, “The Lord bless Tom and keep Tom . . .” Time permitting,
you can also pray God’s blessing, grace, and peace over any specific
needs in each person’s life.


https://a.co/d/bAs8h1o
https://a.co/d/bAs8h1o
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/blessing-and-curse
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Family Curriculum

Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series
message.

These mini-lessons will include the following:

¢ A big idea for the scripture of the week

e Bible verses to memorize

¢ An activity that relates to the message

e Songs that tie in with the message

e A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask him
for help in living out the message

¢ A challenge for the week — ways for the message to be lived
out in everyday life

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly lives.
Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more time is
available for deeper study. For example, family members could write
each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together with a metal ring.
They could add to it each week and possibly include verses of their
own.

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center their
lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live and
interact God and others and will walk with Him all the days of their
lives.



Week 1 — The Priestly Blessing

Big Idea
Numbers
6:22-27

This week we read a very familiar passage. You have probably heard it
during the benediction of many church services when the pastor sends
you out with God’s blessing. Webster defines blessing as a prayer
calling for divine care, protection, or favor.

e What do you think it means to be blessed?

Memory
Verses

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give
you peace.” ~Numbers 6:24-26

Activity

Let’s take a look at some of the words in these verses.

¢ Bless - to shower with goodness in life

o Keep - to protect you from harm

e Shine — to beam with delight

e Gracious — to be kind and listen

e Turn his face toward you — to pay attention to you

e Peace - to be calm and getting along
Aren’t these words just wonderful? Discuss how these words make you
feel seen and loved by God. Take out a sticky note, notecard, or paper
and write out verses 24-26. Place this note somewhere that you will
see it throughout the week — your bathroom mirror, inside a phone
case, in your car, etc. (You may need more than one!) Also, find the
song called “The Blessing” on YouTube and listen to the words. If you
learn this song, you can sing the blessing any time!

Songs

Hymn: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
“The Blessing” with Kari Jobe & Cody Carnes

Prayer

Dear God, Thank you for your blessing. Thank you for showering us
with goodness in life. Thank you for protecting us and for beaming with
delight in us. You are so kind to listen to our prayers and to pay
attention to us. Thank you for your calm. Help us to be a blessing to
others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Challenge

Be ready to share with others how this blessing helped you feel peace
this week. Were you able to find ways to bless others?




