
 
 
 
 

Living with Open Hands & an Open Heart 
Date: June 1, 2025 

Text: Malachi 3:6-12 
 

 
BIG IDEA 

Our faith marks us with the character of the God we follow. A huge 
part of reflecting God’s love in a broken world is our sheer delight in 
having opportunities to bless others because of the freedom we find in 
Christ. The Christian faith often turns the thinking of the world we live 
in upside down. In the case of God’s generosity, His love is so 
audaciously extravagant that He challenges us to not only accept the 
blessings of Scripture for ourselves and those we love, but He teaches 
us that the ultimate blessing is to be able to do what He does for us for 
other people in our lives. He shows us that giving of our finances, 
time, and giftings is the pinnacle of ministry in His Kingdom. In terms 
of Scripture, this all starts in the Christian faith in the very beginning of 
the Bible with conversations between Moses and God about how to 
set up a just society when God throws out the word “tithe” in Leviticus.   

 

Conversation Starter 

● What is the most jaw-dropping act of generosity that you have 
ever experienced? 

 



COMMENTARY #1 

(Malachi 3:6-12) This is a moment in Scripture where God is 
speaking directly to His people and leaving no room to misunderstand 
Him. He reminds us of His provision and protection first. Israel is a 
people who logically should have been wiped off the map a long time 
ago at this point in history. Then, He makes a strong and convicting 
accusation: “You rob me.” God knows we won’t understand this, so He 
goes on to say, “Let’s put some skin in the game with your faith by 
remembering to honor me with your tithe. Then, stand back and just 
watch what happens.” When He tells us to test Him in this, it’s like 
God is daring us to prove Him wrong.

 

Discussion Questions 

The language God uses in this passage is strong and direct. When 
God speaks this way, He is emphatically saying, “Don’t miss this 
about me.” He also is reminding us that this is a relationship. We don’t 
just get to talk at Him, but we need to be in a posture of listening to 
Him as well. Tithing, from the beginning, seems to please Him the 
most in the context of relationship with Him.   

1. How does giving 10 percent of what we have (tithing) change our 
relationship with God? 

When God first mentions tithing in Leviticus, people are tithing crops 
and animals because those things were their “financial” lifeline in that 
time. In our era of history, we have money in the United States. But 
there are still places in third world countries where the tithe is still 
crops and animals as the most valuable possessions people have in 
the community.  



2. Whether money, crops, or animals, why is God asking us to give 
Him, a God who created the world, 10 percent of the things that 
sustain our lives? 

God has a practical purpose for the tithe as well. In Numbers, God 
decrees that the tithes be given to the priests to help sustain their 
work. In Acts, we see Jesus establishing the mission of the early 
church: 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And 
you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8 NLT 

3. What is the purpose of the tithe in God’s plan for the church? 

 
COMMENTARY #2 

(Matthew 23:23) In this passage, God is telling us that tithing to just 
check a box is not what He is after. He wants tithing to be an outward 
gesture motivated by an inward posture toward Him instead of 
something we do to check a box or impress the people around us. In 
fact, He is telling the Pharisees in this passage that in their ridiculous 
obsession over tithing as perfectly as possible even with their herbs, 
they have missed the entire point.

 

Discussion Questions 

This passage is a warning to us not to be like the Pharisees who were 
dazzled by what they saw outwardly. Instead, even tithing shifts who 
we are spiritually inside in a way that only God can make happen.  
The transformation that tithing produces in us will change ALL of our 
relationships…God, people, our family, and the Church.   



1. What could we pray to have hearts that please Jesus based on 
what we see in this passage? 

Tithing for many people, even people who have tithed for years, can 
sometimes feel like jumping off a cliff when the numbers in your 
budget just are not adding up the way you would like.  

2. How can tithing be a tool that helps us invite God into the 
conversations in our household about finances instead of just 
becoming a spiritual chore? 

3. How can tithing bring joy in our faith? 

4. One of the names of God referenced in the Bible is “Jehovah 
Jireh.” It means “the Lord will provide.” Have you experienced 
this facet of God, or is this a place in your relationship with Him 
where you still could grow? 

 
COMMENTARY #3 

(Acts 4:32-35) The early church of Acts reminds us in these scriptures 
what the Church is supposed to look like. For those of us who have 
lived our lives in the United States exclusively, this kind of world is 
hard to imagine. It defies the capitalism that we have experienced as a 
norm in our modern lives. But God is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. He is not susceptible to the ravages of time. The modern 
church is STILL called to reflect this aspect of His character.

 

Discussion Questions 

Since the beginning of His covenant with His people, God has made a 
way for the poor to contribute a tithe as well. In fact, we know Mary 



and Joseph, Jesus’ parents, were poor because they sacrificed the 
animals that the poor sacrifice at the temple.  

1. How do you see God’s heart for the poor in the world around 
you? 

In Luke 21:1-4, Jesus values the small amount of money a widow 
gives as a tithe more than He values the tithes of those who live in 
abundance. He understands that this small amount is a greater 
sacrifice for her.   

2. What does this tell you about the character of God? 

 

GOING DEEPER 

Being unable to tithe is an indication that we are spiritually sick. It 
shows a lack of faith and a desire to put ourselves in control of our 
own lives instead of depending on God. Money can quickly become a 
powerful idol when we don’t tithe. God requires tithing to protect us 
from ourselves because the evil nature that ravaged the Garden of 
Eden is still alive and well within us today too. Money becomes a 
lifeline that takes the place of God in our lives. This can be true 
regardless of financial circumstance, whether rich or poor. 

In Mark 10:17-27, Jesus tells the story of a rich young ruler who 
grieves the cost of his idol (his property) and literally walks away from 
Jesus. His love of money outweighs his love for Jesus in this moment 
of decision. It’s a spiritual tragedy. 

1. After reading this story, what are some prayers of protection you 
can pray for others in your group to help them avoid this same 
fate? 

2. What are some prayers of protection you can pray for yourself 
when you fall into this same trap? 



3. What are some prayers we can pray for our church to protect it 
from falling into the money-hungry trappings of the culture we 
live in the midst of on a daily basis? 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Article: What Does Tithe Mean?  

Blog: How Do You Give?, Tony Evans’ Blog 

Song: Jireh, Elevation Worship & Maverick City  

 

GROUP ACTIVITY 

Make a pact as a group to experiment with your tithing this week.  
Tithing involves a changing posture of the heart, so take a risk and 
challenge the posture of your own heart. Experience the ultimate 
blessing of blessing others this week.   

If money is hard for you to give, pray for someone to give financially to 
this week. When God answers with an opportunity, do it. Then, come 
back and share the testimony of what that process was like with your 
group. 

If time is harder for you to give, ask God for an opportunity to tithe 
some time this week for His sake. Then, share your time generously 
when He answers. Come back and disciple others in your group by 
sharing the experience with them. 

If serving with your gifts is something you have never gotten to 
experience intentionally in your faith walk, talk to someone in our 
church about how your giftings may be able to serve in the ministries 
of our church. Then, allow the group to pray with you and celebrate 

https://ministrydesigns.com/what-does-tithe-mean/
https://go.tonyevans.org/blog/how-do-you-give
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mC-zw0zCCtg


whatever decision you make as you take this step toward God. A 
paralyzed Christian is useless to the Kingdom, and the enemy knows 
this. Activate your faith this week through the principle of “the tithe,” 
and prepare your heart to accept His ultimate blessing for our lives! 

  



 
 
 
 
 

Family Curriculum 

Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series 
message. 

These mini-lessons will include the following: 
• A big idea for the scripture of the week 
• Bible verses to memorize 
• An activity that relates to the message 
• Songs that tie in with the message 
• A prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask him 

for help in living out the message 
• A challenge for the week – ways for the message to be lived 

out in everyday life 

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections 
between the values that are given by God to help us lead godly lives.  
Feel free to shorten these lessons or extend them if more time is 
available for deeper study. For example, family members could write 
each day’s verse on a notecard that is held together with a metal ring.  
They could add to it each week and possibly include verses of their 
own. 

It is our prayer that those who desire to place God at the center their 
lives will study to have a solid foundation with which to live and 
interact God and others and will walk with Him all the days of their 
lives. 

 



Week 3 – The Blessing of Abundance 

Big Idea 
Malachi 
3:6-12 

For the past two weeks, we have talked about blessings. We learned about the 
priestly blessing and about the blessing of the Word. This week’s passage is 
found in Malachi, which is the last book of the Old Testament. The Lord says 
that the entire nation is under a curse because they are robbing Him. They are 
robbing Him by not giving the required tithe (monetary offering of 10%) and 
being stingy with their other offerings. The people were forgetting that 
everything that they had belonged to God and all their blessings came from 
God. 

• Have you ever felt robbed (not necessarily stolen from, but robbed of 
something that you thought you deserved)? How did that make you 
feel? 

• Can you understand why God felt that the people were not giving Him 
their best? 

Memory 
Verses 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it. ~Malachi 3:10 

Activity 

God wants His people to live a generous life. He wants us to receive His 
blessings so that we can bless others. He expects our tithe, our time, and the 
use of our gifts. What does it mean to be generous? Brainstorm ways that you 
can live this out in your life. 
Maybe you have the gift of listening and can visit with someone who is in a 
nursing home. Maybe you have the gift of encouragement and can cheer 
someone on this week. Maybe you have the gift of serving and can pull weeds 
for a neighbor. Other gifts include teaching, giving, and many more! (Scriptures 
for spiritual gifts are Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4.) 
How did it make you feel to use your gifts? Were you able to bless others? 

Song Hymns: “We Give Thee but Thine Own” and “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
“Abundantly More” by North Point Insideout 

Prayer 
 

Dear God, thank you for the many blessings you have given to us. Help us to 
always remember the mighty giver of those gifts – you! Please show us ways 
that we can use your gifts to be a blessing to others. Continue to bless us, 
Father. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Challenge Use your time and talents for God this week!  Be ready to share how you were 
a blessing to others this week and how it made you feel to live generously. 

 


