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BIG IDEA 

When is it ever enough?  

Every day, we are bombarded with messages telling us we don’t have 

enough. Between 4,000 and 10,000 ads daily, we’re pressured to 

believe that more possessions mean more happiness. But Jesus gives 

us a different warning—“Watch out!” Life is more than possessions, 

and greed can quietly take hold of our hearts if we aren’t careful. 

Like the Waze app alerts us to obstacles on the road, Jesus alerts us 

to the danger of storing up treasures for this world alone. We live in an 

age where storage units are everywhere, with over 52,300 facilities in 

the U.S. and 11% of households renting extra space for things they 

may never use. Yet, Jesus challenges us to look beyond earthly 

accumulation and invest in God’s eternal kingdom. 

This passage teaches us three crucial truths:  

● Be on guard against greed 

● Recognize the foolishness of living only for this life 

● Pursue being rich toward God.  



 

As Randy Alcorn’s Treasure Principle states, “You can’t take it with 

you—but you can send it on ahead.” Are we planning carefully for 

retirement but neglecting eternity? The wisest investment we can 

make is not in possessions but in kingdom impact. 

 

Conversation Starter 

● Consider the statistics about storage facilities. Was that 

shocking to you? Why or why not?  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Luke 12:13-16) This passage introduces the parable of the rich fool, 

a lesson on greed and misplaced priorities. The passage begins with a 

man asking Jesus to settle a dispute over an inheritance, but Jesus 

refuses, instead warning against covetousness—the belief that life’s 

value is measured by possessions. This sets the stage for the parable, 

where a rich man’s land produces abundantly, leading him to focus 

solely on storing up wealth rather than considering how he might use 

his blessings for others. 

Historically, wealth in first-century Jewish society was often seen as a 

sign of God’s favor, yet Jesus challenges this mindset, emphasizing 

that possessions do not define a person’s worth. 

 

Discussion Questions 



 

1. Do you think our culture still equates possessions or wealth 
to personal worth? Explain.  

2. Do you personally find yourself tying your worth to what you 
do or don’t have?  

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(Luke 12:16-21) Let’s dive deeper into the parable Jesus uses here. 

After an abundant harvest, the man decides to tear down his barns 

and build bigger ones, convinced that storing up his possessions will 

give him security and comfort for years to come. But while he’s busy 

making plans, God interrupts him, declaring that his life will be taken 

that very night. Suddenly, all his stored-up riches mean nothing, and 

someone else will inherit what he hoarded. 

The rich man believed that having more would lead to a carefree life, 

but he failed to see that life itself is uncertain. His mistake wasn’t his 

success—it was his obsession with accumulating rather than giving. 

Jesus reminds us that wealth doesn’t last forever, and storing up 

possessions while ignoring eternal priorities is short-sighted and 

foolish. 

We often chase financial security, assuming that bigger savings, more 

possessions, or future plans will bring lasting peace. Yet, just like in 

the parable, life is unpredictable, and money can’t guarantee true 

fulfillment. Instead, Jesus calls us to focus on generosity, invest in 

God’s kingdom, and trust that He provides for our needs. 

 

Discussion Questions 



 

1. Why does Jesus answer the arguing men with a parable?  

2. In what ways are you like the rich man? In what ways are 

you different from him?  

3. Statistically, the more people have the less they give. Why 

do you think this is the case?  

 

GOING DEEPER 

Having more—whether it’s wealth, possessions, or even information—

can often seem like the key to happiness, but research and 

experience show that excess can actually be detrimental in several 

ways. 

The Psychological Toll of Overconsumption 

Studies indicate that having too much can lead to anxiety, 

dissatisfaction, and decision fatigue. The more choices we have, the 

harder it is to make decisions, leading to stress and regret. This is 

known as the paradox of choice—instead of feeling empowered, 

people often feel overwhelmed when faced with too many options. 

Additionally, social media and advertising fuel dissatisfaction, 

exposing people to thousands of ads daily that subtly convince them 

they need more to be happy. 

The Burden of Material Excess 

The rise of self-storage units in the U.S. is a clear indicator of how 

much people accumulate—there are over 52,300 facilities nationwide, 

totaling 2.1 billion square feet of storage space. This reflects a cultural 

tendency to hoard possessions, often beyond what is necessary. 



 

Instead of bringing joy, excessive material wealth can lead to clutter, 

stress, and even financial strain as people spend beyond their means 

to maintain a lifestyle of accumulation. 

The Social and Environmental Impact 

Overconsumption isn’t just a personal issue—it has wider societal and 

environmental consequences. The constant pursuit of more leads to 

waste, resource depletion, and environmental harm. Fast fashion, for 

example, encourages people to buy more clothing than they need, 

contributing to pollution and unethical labor practices. Additionally, 

excessive wealth accumulation can create economic disparities, 

where resources are concentrated among a few rather than being 

distributed to meet broader needs. 

The Biblical and Philosophical Perspective 

Many ancient teachings, including biblical wisdom, warn against the 

dangers of excess. Jesus cautioned against storing up treasures on 

earth, emphasizing that true fulfillment comes from generosity and 

eternal investment (Matthew 6:19-21). Similarly, philosophical 

traditions highlight the importance of moderation and simplicity, 

arguing that happiness is found in contentment, not accumulation. 

Conclusion: Less Is More 

While society often equates having more with success, the reality is 

that excess can lead to stress, dissatisfaction, and even harm. True 

fulfillment comes not from accumulating possessions but from living 

intentionally, practicing generosity, and focusing on what truly matters. 

 



 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Sermons & Messages 

● God’s Generosity and Grace – Rick Bezanson – A 

sermon exploring how Christians should shift their values 

toward God rather than material possessions. 

● The Rich Fool: The Danger of Greed and Materialism – A 

study on how Jesus warns against the pursuit of worldly 

wealth over eternal treasures. 

● A Fool and His Money – Bible.org – A deep dive into the 

parable, emphasizing the importance of being “rich toward 

God.” 

Online Studies & Discussion Guides 

● Bible.org Study on Luke 12:13-21 – A structured study on 

the passage and its implications for modern believers. 

● SermonCentral’s Collection on Luke 12:13-21 – Various 

sermons and reflections on the parable of the rich fool. 

Books & Devotions 

● "The Treasure Principle" – Randy Alcorn – A book 

exploring biblical principles of generosity and eternal 

investment. 

● "How to Be Rich" – Andy Stanley – A practical guide on 

handling wealth with a kingdom mindset. 

● "God and Money" – John Cortines & Gregory Baumer – 

A biblical approach to financial stewardship and generosity. 

https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/god-s-generosity-and-grace-rick-bezanson-sermon-on-gifts-giving-112980
https://biblestorieshub.com/the-rich-fool-the-danger-of-greed-and-materialism-luke-1213-21-the-parable-of-the-rich-fool/
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-73-fool-and-his-money-luke-1213-21
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BIG IDEA 

When is it ever enough?  

Every day, we are bombarded with messages telling us we don’t have 

enough. Between 4,000 and 10,000 ads daily, we’re pressured to 

believe that more possessions mean more happiness. But Jesus gives 

us a different warning—“Watch out!” Life is more than possessions, 

and greed can quietly take hold of our hearts if we aren’t careful. 

Like the Waze app alerts us to obstacles on the road, Jesus alerts us 

to the danger of storing up treasures for this world alone. We live in an 

age where storage units are everywhere, with over 52,300 facilities in 

the U.S. and 11% of households renting extra space for things they 

may never use. Yet, Jesus challenges us to look beyond earthly 

accumulation and invest in God’s eternal kingdom. 



 

This passage teaches us three crucial truths:  

● Be on guard against greed 

● Recognize the foolishness of living only for this life 

● Pursue being rich toward God.  

As Randy Alcorn’s Treasure Principle states, “You can’t take it with 

you—but you can send it on ahead.” Are we planning carefully for 

retirement but neglecting eternity? The wisest investment we can 

make is not in possessions but in kingdom impact. 

 

Conversation Starter 

● Consider the statistics about storage facilities. Was that 

shocking to you? Why or why not?  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Joshua 7:10-15) In this passage, we find Israel in a moment of 

crisis following their unexpected defeat at Ai. Prior to these verses, 

Israel had experienced a great victory at Jericho, where God gave 

them specific instructions—everything in the city was to be devoted to 

destruction or set aside for the Lord. However, Achan, a man from the 

tribe of Judah, secretly took silver, gold, and a beautiful robe, violating 

God’s command. As a result, when Israel went to battle against the 

smaller city of Ai, they suffered an embarrassing defeat, leaving 

Joshua confused and distressed. He falls before the Lord, lamenting 

their loss and questioning why God would allow them to fail after 

bringing them into the Promised Land. 



 

In verses 10-15, God responds decisively. He tells Joshua to get up 

and stop mourning, because Israel’s defeat was not due to military 

weakness but sin in the camp. Achan’s disobedience had defiled the 

nation, making them unable to stand against their enemies until the 

matter was dealt with. God explains that His presence would be 

withdrawn unless the devoted things were destroyed. He commands 

Joshua to consecrate the people in preparation for judgment, just as 

Israel had done before encountering God at Mount Sinai (Exodus 

19:10-11). The process of identifying the guilty party was thorough—

starting with the tribes, then narrowing down to the clans, families, and 

finally the individual culprit. The penalty for this sin was severe: 

complete destruction, reinforcing the seriousness of greed, 

disobedience, and the need for holiness. The story serves as a 

powerful reminder that nothing is hidden from God, and true security 

comes from following Him, not hoarding earthly riches. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think God commanded them not to take 
anything from their victory?  

2. How does it make you feel about your own actions knowing 
the Achan’s sin affected everyone?  

3. Why did Achan take the treasures? Why do we try to store 
up treasures in our own lives?  

 

COMMENTARY #2 



 

(Joshua 7:16-24) Early in the morning, Joshua gathers all the tribes 

and, through divine selection, narrows it down to Judah, then the 

Zerahite clan, then the family of Zimri, and finally Achan himself. This 

meticulous process serves as a powerful reminder that sin is never 

truly hidden, and God sees everything. 

When confronted, Achan confesses to taking silver, gold, and a 

beautiful robe from Jericho—treasures that God had declared off-

limits. His admission highlights how greed leads to deception, as he 

not only disobeyed God but buried the stolen items in his tent, 

attempting to hide the evidence. Joshua sends men to retrieve the 

stolen goods, confirming Achan’s guilt. Because of his actions, Israel 

suffered defeat, and now justice must be carried out. Achan, along 

with his family, livestock, and possessions, is brought to the Valley of 

Achor, where they face severe consequences. The involvement of his 

family suggests that sin often affects more than just the individual—

whether by direct participation or through the consequences that ripple 

outward. 

Greed leads to destruction, as Achan’s desire for wealth ultimately 

costs him everything. Sin impacts the entire community, not just the 

one who commits it. Finally, God demands holiness and obedience, 

showing that restoration requires removing what is impure. The story 

of Achan serves as a sobering warning: our hidden sins will eventually 

be revealed, and true security comes from following God, not hoarding 

earthly treasures. 

 

Discussion Questions 



 

1. Read Joshua’s response to God in this passage. How is his 

heart posture different from that of Achan?  

2. Achan tried to gain more, and lost everything; how does this 

make you view earthly gain?  

3. What was Achan’s specific sin here? How does God’s 

severe reaction to his greed make you consider your own?  

4. How are we often like Achan? How are we different?  

 

GOING DEEPER 

Historical Background: The Context of Israel’s Conquest 

At this point in Israel’s journey, they had just experienced a miraculous 

victory at Jericho, where the walls fell after they followed God’s 

instructions. However, God had commanded that everything in Jericho 

be devoted to Him—no personal plunder was allowed. This was a 

common practice in ancient warfare, where spoils were either 

dedicated to the deity or destroyed to prevent corruption. 

1. Why do you think right after victory is often when sin can creep 

in?  

The Significance of Ai 

Ai was a small city, and Israel expected an easy victory. However, 

their defeat revealed that God’s favor had been withdrawn due to 

Achan’s sin. This moment was a wake-up call for Israel, showing that 

obedience was more important than military strength. The method of 



 

narrowing down the guilty party—from tribe to clan to family to 

individual—was likely done through casting lots, a common practice in 

ancient Israel to determine divine will. This process emphasized that 

God sees all sin, even when it is hidden. 

Implications for Us Today 

1. The Danger of Hidden Sin 

Achan’s story reminds us that sin doesn’t just affect the individual—it 

impacts the entire community. In modern life, hidden sins like 

dishonesty, greed, or selfishness can damage relationships, 

workplaces, and even churches. 

2. The Illusion of Security in Wealth 

Achan’s greed led him to hoard material possessions, believing they 

would bring him security. Today, many people chase wealth, status, 

and possessions, thinking they will bring fulfillment—but like Achan, 

they often find that material gain comes at a cost. 

3. The Necessity of Confession and Repentance 

Joshua urged Achan to confess and give glory to God. This teaches 

us that true repentance involves acknowledging our sin and turning 

back to God. Confession is not just about admitting wrongdoing—it’s 

about restoring our relationship with God and others. 

4. The Call to Holiness 

God’s demand for purity in Israel reflects His desire for holiness 

among His people today. We are called to live with integrity, reject 



 

greed, and pursue righteousness, knowing that God’s presence is tied 

to obedience. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Sermons & Messages 

● God’s Generosity and Grace – Rick Bezanson – A 

sermon exploring how Christians should shift their values 

toward God rather than material possessions. 

● The Rich Fool: The Danger of Greed and Materialism – A 

study on how Jesus warns against the pursuit of worldly 

wealth over eternal treasures. 

● A Fool and His Money – Bible.org – A deep dive into the 

parable, emphasizing the importance of being “rich toward 

God.” 

Online Studies & Discussion Guides 

● Bible.org Study on Luke 12:13-21 – A structured study on 

the passage and its implications for modern believers. 

● SermonCentral’s Collection on Luke 12:13-21 – Various 

sermons and reflections on the parable of the rich fool. 

Books & Devotions 

● "The Treasure Principle" – Randy Alcorn – A book 

exploring biblical principles of generosity and eternal 

investment. 

https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/god-s-generosity-and-grace-rick-bezanson-sermon-on-gifts-giving-112980
https://biblestorieshub.com/the-rich-fool-the-danger-of-greed-and-materialism-luke-1213-21-the-parable-of-the-rich-fool/
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-73-fool-and-his-money-luke-1213-21


 

● "How to Be Rich" – Andy Stanley – A practical guide on 

handling wealth with a kingdom mindset. 

● "God and Money" – John Cortines & Gregory Baumer – 

A biblical approach to financial stewardship and generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


