
 

Generosity: A Simple Path to Abundant Life 

The Call of Stewardship  
Date: September 14, 2025 

Text: Matthew 25:14-30 

 
BIG IDEA 

Everything we have—our resources, talents, and very lives—belong to 

God. He is the Creator, the Provider, and the true Owner of all things. 

Yet, in His goodness, He entrusts us with His blessings, calling us not 

to possess, but to steward what He has given. 

The Bible repeatedly affirms this truth: “The earth is the Lord’s, and 

everything in it” (Psalm 24:1). From our finances to our gifts, we are 

managers, not owners, given the responsibility to invest wisely and 

use our blessings for His purposes. In Matthew 25, Jesus illustrates 

this principle in the Parable of the Talents, showing that even the 

smallest measure entrusted to us carries great significance—the 

equivalent of 20 years' wages! 

So, how will you steward all that has been given to you? Will you hold 

tightly to what is fleeting, or will you embrace God's perspective, 

recognizing that true wealth is found in faithfulness, generosity, and 

eternal investment? 

Throughout this study, we will explore what it means to be a faithful 

steward, unpacking the biblical foundation that calls us to manage 



 

wisely and give joyfully. Let’s step into this journey with open hearts, 

ready to live out God’s purpose with all that He has entrusted to us. 

 

Conversation Starter 

● What does stewardship mean? If you don’t know, take a 

moment to look it up!  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Matthew 25:14-21) Here, Jesus tells the Parable of the Talents, 

illustrating the principles of faithful stewardship, accountability, 

and reward in the kingdom of heaven. This passage is part of His 

Olivet Discourse, where He teaches about spiritual readiness and 

the responsibilities of believers while awaiting His return. This is 

Jesus teaching us true discipleship; how to become more 

awakened followers of Him. As He shifts the focus to faithful 

service, He tells a parable portraying God as a master who 

entrusts His servants with valuable resources and expects them 

to invest wisely. 

The master, representing Christ, gives five, two, and one talent to 

his servants before leaving on a journey. A talent in biblical times 

was a significant amount of wealth—roughly 20 years' wages—

highlighting that even the servant who received one talent was 

entrusted with much. While the first two invest and double their 

talents, the third servant, driven by fear and complacency, buries 



 

his talent in the ground, failing to use what was given to him. 

When the master returns to settle accounts, the first two servants 

receive praise, with the words “Well done, good and faithful 

servant”—a phrase that reflects God’s approval of those who use 

their gifts for His glory. Their reward is greater responsibility and 

entrance into the master’s joy, symbolizing eternal fellowship with 

God.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. In the Parable of the Talents, the faithful servants used what 
was entrusted to them to bring increase. How does this 
principle apply to giving and generosity in your own life? 

2. How do you view wealth and possessions—as something to 
accumulate or as a tool for blessing others? 

3. The master rewarded the servants who invested wisely. How 
do you think God views generosity, and what are some ways 
we can invest in eternal treasures? 

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(Matthew 25:22-20) Jesus continues the Parable of the Talents in 

verses 22-23 as the second servant presents his earnings, 

receiving the same praise as the first: “Well done, good and 

faithful servant!” This reinforces the idea that faithfulness, not the 

amount of return, is what pleases the master. Both servants are 

rewarded with greater responsibility and joy, symbolizing eternal 



 

fellowship with God. However, in verses 24-25, the third servant 

approaches the master with excuses, claiming that he feared the 

master’s harshness and chose to hide the talent rather than risk 

losing it. His words reveal a distorted view of the master, showing 

that fear and misunderstanding lead to inaction. 

In verses 26-27, the master rebukes the servant, calling him 

wicked and lazy. He points out that even if the servant was afraid, 

he could have at least put the money in the bank to earn interest. 

This highlights that passivity and fear are no excuse for failing to 

act. In verses 28-30, the master takes the talent from the 

unfaithful servant and gives it to the one who had ten teaching 

that those who are faithful will receive more, while those who 

waste their opportunities will lose even what they have. The 

passage ends with a severe judgment, as the unfaithful servant is 

cast into outer darkness, symbolizing separation from God. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. The third servant’s fear kept him from giving or using his 

talent wisely. How does fear keep people (even us) from 

being generous?  

2. How does it make you consider your giving knowing that 

God looks at individual faithfulness and obedience–not the 

biggest return?  



 

3. What is one step you can take personally to become more 

faithful with what God has given you?  

 

GOING DEEPER 

1. Stewardship: Using What We’ve Been Given 

This passage reminds us that everything we have—our abilities, 

resources, and time—has been entrusted to us by God. Just like the 

servants in the parable, we each receive different talents and 

opportunities. The question is: How are we using them? Are we 

investing in God’s kingdom, or are we, like the third servant, 

holding back out of fear or hesitation?  

2. The Danger of Fear and Complacency 

The third servant didn’t lose his talent—he simply refused to use it. 

This is a warning to those who allow fear to dictate their actions. 

Whether it’s fear of failure, rejection, or uncertainty, these emotions 

can keep us from serving God boldly. Many people hesitate to share 

their faith, give generously, or step into leadership because they fear 

making mistakes. But this parable shows that inaction itself is a 

mistake—burying our gifts leads to loss, not preservation. 

3. Generosity Over Self-Preservation 

The faithful servants multiplied what they were given, while the 

unfaithful servant hoarded his talent. In today’s world, people often 

prioritize personal security and financial gain over generosity and 

kingdom work. But Jesus teaches that the way to gain is through 



 

giving—those who are faithful in stewardship receive more 

responsibility and reward.  

4. Accountability Before God 

The parable makes it clear that the master returns to settle accounts. 

This reminds us that our lives have eternal significance—we are not 

just living for today but for the moment when we will stand before God 

and give an account of how we used what He entrusted to us. This 

isn’t meant to invoke fear but rather motivate us to live purposefully.  

5. Reframing Success 

In a culture that equates success with power, wealth, and status, this 

passage redefines what it means to be successful. The master does 

not praise the servant who gained the most—he praises those who 

were faithful. Faithfulness, not numbers or worldly achievements, is 

what God values most.  

Final Challenge: How Will We Respond? 

This passage challenges us to take action. Will we trust God and 

invest in what He has given us, or will we shrink back in hesitation? 

Will we prioritize generosity and kingdom impact, or will we focus 

solely on personal gain? 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Sermons & Teachings 



 

● Stewardship, Generosity, and Giving Are Not the Same – A 

sermon exploring the differences between stewardship, 

generosity, and giving. 

● 4 Generosity Lessons Found in Matthew – A teaching on 

biblical generosity, including insights from Matthew 25. 

● 7 Texts for Preaching Faithful Generosity – A collection of 

biblical passages and commentary on generosity and 

stewardship. 

Books on Stewardship & Generosity 

● The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn – A powerful book 

on biblical generosity and eternal investment. 

● Money, Possessions, and Eternity by Randy Alcorn – A deep 

dive into biblical financial principles. 

● The Blessed Life by Robert Morris – A book on how 

generosity leads to spiritual and financial blessings. 

Online Resources & Studies 

● SecureGive: Biblical Generosity – A resource on generosity 

and stewardship in the Gospel of Matthew. 

● Lake Institute on Faith & Giving – A collection of texts and 

insights on faithful generosity. 

● Enduring Word Commentary on Matthew 25 – A detailed 

verse-by-verse study of the Parable of the Talents. 

 

 

https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/stewardship-generosity-and-giving-are-not-the-same-doug-fannon-sermon-on-money-234588
https://www.securegive.com/4-generosity-lessons-found-in-matthew/
https://lakeweb.sitehost.iu.edu/resource-library/ecumenical-stewardship-center/7-texts-for-preaching-faithful-generosity/
https://www.securegive.com/4-generosity-lessons-found-in-matthew/
https://lakeweb.sitehost.iu.edu/resource-library/ecumenical-stewardship-center/7-texts-for-preaching-faithful-generosity/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-25/


 

Generosity: A Simple Path to Abundant Life 

The Call of Stewardship  
Date: September 14, 2025 

Text: Proverbs 3:9-10 

Additional Curriculum 

 

 
BIG IDEA 

Everything we have—our resources, talents, and very lives—belong to 

God. He is the Creator, the Provider, and the true Owner of all things. 

Yet, in His goodness, He entrusts us with His blessings, calling us not 

to possess, but to steward what He has given. 

The Bible repeatedly affirms this truth: “The earth is the Lord’s, and 

everything in it” (Psalm 24:1). From our finances to our gifts, we are 

managers, not owners, given the responsibility to invest wisely and 

use our blessings for His purposes. In Matthew 25, Jesus illustrates 

this principle in the Parable of the Talents, showing that even the 

smallest measure entrusted to us carries great significance—the 

equivalent of 20 years' wages! 

So, how will you steward all that has been given to you? Will you hold 

tightly to what is fleeting, or will you embrace God's perspective, 



 

recognizing that true wealth is found in faithfulness, generosity, and 

eternal investment? 

Throughout this study, we will explore what it means to be a faithful 

steward, unpacking the biblical foundation that calls us to manage 

wisely and give joyfully. Let’s step into this journey with open hearts, 

ready to live out God’s purpose with all that He has entrusted to us. 

 

Conversation Starter 

● What does stewardship mean? If you don’t know, take a 

moment to look it up!  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Proverbs 3:9-10) Proverbs was written by King Solomon to his 

son for the purpose of instilling wisdom and preparing him to live 

a God-honoring life. Over thirty verses specifically teach about 

finances; while some sources number up to 101 mentions of 

financially-related teachings. Clearly, if the “wisest man” to live 

thought finances were this important, we should too.  

Here, Solomon teaches a foundational principle of financial 

stewardship and generosity. This passage urges believers to 

honor God with their wealth, specifically through the offering of 

firstfruits—the best and first portion of one's income or resources. 

In ancient Israel, firstfruits were a sacred practice, symbolizing 



 

trust in God’s provision and reinforcing the belief that all blessings 

ultimately come from Him. By prioritizing giving, individuals 

demonstrated faith rather than reliance on material security. The 

second verse presents a principle of divine provision, stating that 

those who practice faithful giving will experience overflowing 

blessings. While this is not a promise of material wealth, it 

underscores the spiritual and practical benefits of a generous life. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. How does the concept of “firstfruits” relate to our giving 
today? Do we set aside what is God’s first? Or do we only 
tithe or give if we have enough left over? 

2. Why do you think finances play such a pivotal role in the life 
of a believer?  

3. How does prioritizing giving actually bring us more freedom 
and not less?  

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(Proverbs 3:9-10) Historically, agrarian societies depended on 

their harvests for survival, making the act of offering firstfruits a 

significant gesture of trust. The principle extended beyond crops, 

applying to financial and spiritual stewardship. Today, this 

passage holds profound relevance in a world often driven by 

financial anxiety and self-preservation. It challenges believers to 

view wealth as a tool for honoring God, rather than an end in 



 

itself. It also reinforces the idea that trusting in God’s provision 

brings peace, encouraging individuals to prioritize giving as an act 

of worship. Additionally, Proverbs 3:9-10 reminds us that while 

generosity is not just about money (it includes our time, talents, 

and influence) our giving plays a significant role in how God 

blesses us and furthers His Kingdom. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. The Israelites offering of firstfruits was sacrificial because it 

was something they relied on for survival. Compare this 

heart posture to how we give today. Discuss your thoughts.  

2. Do you view your finances as a tool to honor God? If not, 

how can you begin to match God’s perspective? If so, what 

are you doing that proves this belief?  

3. What is the main reason people don’t give generously? How 

does God answer this?  

 

GOING DEEPER 

1. Stewardship: Using What We’ve Been Given 

This passage reminds us that everything we have—our abilities, 

resources, and time—has been entrusted to us by God. Just like the 

servants in the parable, we each receive different talents and 

opportunities. The question is: How are we using them? Are we 



 

investing in God’s kingdom, or are we, like the third servant, 

holding back out of fear or hesitation?  

2. The Danger of Fear and Complacency 

The third servant didn’t lose his talent—he simply refused to use it. 

This is a warning to those who allow fear to dictate their actions. 

Whether it’s fear of failure, rejection, or uncertainty, these emotions 

can keep us from serving God boldly. Many people hesitate to share 

their faith, give generously, or step into leadership because they fear 

making mistakes. But this parable shows that inaction itself is a 

mistake—burying our gifts leads to loss, not preservation. 

3. Generosity Over Self-Preservation 

The faithful servants multiplied what they were given, while the 

unfaithful servant hoarded his talent. In today’s world, people often 

prioritize personal security and financial gain over generosity and 

kingdom work. But Jesus teaches that the way to gain is through 

giving—those who are faithful in stewardship receive more 

responsibility and reward.  

4. Accountability Before God 

The parable makes it clear that the master returns to settle accounts. 

This reminds us that our lives have eternal significance—we are not 

just living for today but for the moment when we will stand before God 

and give an account of how we used what He entrusted to us. This 

isn’t meant to invoke fear but rather motivate us to live purposefully.  

5. Reframing Success 



 

In a culture that equates success with power, wealth, and status, this 

passage redefines what it means to be successful. The master does 

not praise the servant who gained the most—he praises those who 

were faithful. Faithfulness, not numbers or worldly achievements, is 

what God values most.  

Final Challenge: How Will We Respond? 

This passage challenges us to take action. Will we trust God and 

invest in what He has given us, or will we shrink back in hesitation? 

Will we prioritize generosity and kingdom impact, or will we focus 

solely on personal gain? 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Sermons & Teachings 

● Stewardship, Generosity, and Giving Are Not the Same – A 

sermon exploring the differences between stewardship, 

generosity, and giving. 

● 4 Generosity Lessons Found in Matthew – A teaching on 

biblical generosity, including insights from Matthew 25. 

● 7 Texts for Preaching Faithful Generosity – A collection of 

biblical passages and commentary on generosity and 

stewardship. 

Books on Stewardship & Generosity 

● The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn – A powerful book 

on biblical generosity and eternal investment. 

https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/stewardship-generosity-and-giving-are-not-the-same-doug-fannon-sermon-on-money-234588
https://www.securegive.com/4-generosity-lessons-found-in-matthew/
https://lakeweb.sitehost.iu.edu/resource-library/ecumenical-stewardship-center/7-texts-for-preaching-faithful-generosity/


 

● Money, Possessions, and Eternity by Randy Alcorn – A deep 

dive into biblical financial principles. 

● The Blessed Life by Robert Morris – A book on how 

generosity leads to spiritual and financial blessings. 

Online Resources & Studies 

● SecureGive: Biblical Generosity – A resource on generosity 

and stewardship in the Gospel of Matthew. 

● Lake Institute on Faith & Giving – A collection of texts and 

insights on faithful generosity. 

● Enduring Word Commentary on Matthew 25 – A detailed 

verse-by-verse study of the Parable of the Talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.securegive.com/4-generosity-lessons-found-in-matthew/
https://lakeweb.sitehost.iu.edu/resource-library/ecumenical-stewardship-center/7-texts-for-preaching-faithful-generosity/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-25/

