Generosity: A Simple Path to Abundant Life

The Freedom & Power of Generosity

Date: September 21, 2025
Text: Il Corinthians 9:6-15; Malachi 3:10

BIG IDEA

The day has come. Finally walking in the beauty of Heaven, you find
yourself standing before God. Knowing that He has entrusted you with
resources, opportunities, and influence; What will you say? Have you
invested, given, and stewarded well, or have you held back out of fear
or self-preservation?

The Bible teaches that generosity is not just a financial decision—it’s a
heart decision. It's about discipleship, obedience, and mission. God
doesn’t ask us to give out of duty but invites us into the joy of cheerful
giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). But here’s the real question: Do we truly
believe that giving leads to abundance, or do we secretly fear
that it will cost us too much?

If the measure of harvest is determined by the seeds we sow, what
are you planting today? Are you prayerfully considering your giving, or
Is it an afterthought? Do you trust God enough to live generously?
What happens to the vision God has placed in our lives and churches
if generosity fades—where there is no funding, the vision perishes.

But generosity is the tool God uses to free our hearts from the illusion
that wealth brings security, and instead anchors us in the truth that



God is our provider. It fuels God’s mission, ensuring that His work
reaches further and impacts more lives. And ultimately, generosity
brings glory to God, reflecting His nature as the ultimate giver.

So ask yourself: What will my legacy be? Will | be a faithful steward,
or will I bury what has been entrusted to me? Will | give with joy, or will
| let fear dictate my actions?

This study isn’t just about money—it's about living a life that reflects
God’s heart and unleashes His purposes through radical generosity.

Conversation Starter

e Consider the bolded guestion from above and talk about it
within your group.

COMMENTARY #1

(Il Corinthian 9:6-15) Before we dive into this passage, let's take
a deeper look at some of the contextual relevance surrounding
these verses. The Macedonian churches—including Philippi,
Thessalonica, and Berea—are a remarkable example of radical
generosity despite extreme hardship. Paul highlights their giving
in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, describing how, even in severe trials and
deep poverty, their overflowing joy led them to give beyond their
ability. Historically, Macedonia was a Roman province that had
suffered economic difficulties due to war and oppression. The



believers there were not wealthy, yet they urgently pleaded for the
opportunity to contribute to the relief of Jewish Christians in
Jerusalem, who were facing famine. Their generosity was not
forced—they gave freely and joyfully, seeing it as a privilege
rather than a burden.

Paul uses their example to challenge the Corinthian church, which
was wealthier but hesitant in their giving. The Macedonians
understood that giving was an act of worship, not just charity.
Their faith was not dependent on their financial status—they
trusted that God would provide, and their generosity reflected
their deep commitment to Christ.

Discussion Questions

1. Consider the phrase “beyond their ability.” How does this
make you consider how you think of generosity or give?

2. In light of this passage, how are generosity and faith in
Christ intertwined? Are they?

3. Consider how these churches treated finances even in
poverty. What steps can you take this week to begin to view
giving the same?

COMMENTARY #2

(Il Corinthians 9:6-15) In this particular passage, Paul is writing
to the Corinthian church as he continues his encouragement for



them to give generously. He reinforces the principle of sowing and
reaping—that those who give abundantly will also receive
abundantly.

This passage is part of a larger discussion on financial generosity,
specifically regarding an offering for the Jerusalem church, which
was suffering due to famine and economic hardship. Paul had
previously urged the Corinthians to contribute, and he uplifted the
Macedonian believers as an example of sacrificial giving despite
their own poverty. He now emphasizes that giving should be
voluntary, cheerful, and rooted in faith, rather than done
reluctantly or under compulsion.

Historically, the first-century church was deeply interconnected,
with wealthier Gentile congregations supporting Jewish believers
in Jerusalem. This reflected the unity of the body of Christ, where
financial aid was seen as an extension of spiritual fellowship. Paul
draws on Old Testament principles, such as Proverbs 11:24 and
Psalm 112:9, to illustrate that generosity leads to blessing—not
necessarily in material wealth, but in spiritual enrichment and
divine favor.

Discussion Questions

1. In what ways does Asbury live up to the Macedonian
Church's example? In what ways do we fall short?

2. In light of these, what steps can you take personally to begin
following more closely in this example of sacrificial giving?



3. We don’t often speak of generosity as a means of
discipleship, but Paul states that the two are directly related.
Do you agree? Why or why not?

COMMENTARY #3

(Malachi 3:10) Here, God issues a direct challenge to His people,
calling them to bring the full tithe into the storehouse and test Him
in His promise to pour out blessings in response. This verse is
part of a broader rebuke in Malachi 3, where God confronts Israel
for neglecting their covenant obligations, particularly in their giving
and worship. The Israelites had been withholding their tithes,
failing to support the Levites and temple services, which led to
spiritual and economic decline. God urges them to return to
faithfulness, promising that if they do, He will open the windows of
heaven and provide abundantly.

Discussion Questions

1. Tithing is part of our covenant to God. Why do you think this
isn’'t taught as much as Bible reading or prayer?

2. How does it encourage you that God tells us to challenge
His promises?

3. What is one way you can challenge this promise from
Malachi this week?



GOING DEEPER

Malachi 3:10 is one of the most frequently cited verses on tithing and
financial stewardship. The Israelites had been withholding their tithes,
failing to support the Levites and temple services, which led to spiritual
and economic decline. God urges them to return to faithfulness,
promising that if they do, He will open the windows of heaven and
provide abundantly.

Historical Relevance

In ancient Israel, tithing was a central practice, rooted in Levitical law
(Numbers 18:24) and reinforced during the reign of Hezekiah (2
Chronicles 31:11). The storehouse referred to designated rooms in the
Temple where tithes—often agricultural goods—were collected to
sustain priests, Levites, and the poor. Malachi’s audience lived during
a time of spiritual complacency, where many doubted God'’s
faithfulness and withheld their offerings. This verse serves as a wake-
up call, reminding them that obedience leads to blessing.

Current Statistics on Giving

Today, the principle of tithing and generosity remains a significant
topic in Christian communities. Studies show that:

e Only 5% of churchgoers tithe regularly, despite biblical teachings
on giving.

e The average Christian gives 2.5% of their income, far below the
traditional 10% tithe.



e Churches that emphasize generosity and stewardship often see
higher engagement and financial stability.

e Many believers struggle with financial insecurity, leading to
hesitation in giving, despite biblical promises of God’s provision.

Relevance for Us Today

The implications of Malachi 3:10 remain deeply relevant. It challenges
believers to trust God with their resources, recognizing that giving is
an act of faith, not loss. While some interpret this verse as a prosperity
promise, its true message is about God'’s provision and faithfulness. It
IS not a guarantee of wealth, but an assurance that He sustains those
who honor Him. In a world where financial security often takes
precedence over generosity, this passage encourages believers to
give freely, support ministry, and trust that God will provide.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Sermons & Teachings

e SermonCentral: Malachi 3:10 Sermons — A collection of sermons
on tithing and stewardship.

e Spurgeon’s Sermon: "Proving God" — Charles Spurgeon’s
powerful message on trusting God through giving.

e BibleHub: Malachi 3:10 Sermons — Various sermons discussing
the principles of biblical giving.

Books on Stewardship & Generosity

e The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn — A foundational book
on biblical generosity and eternal investment.


https://sermoncentral.com/Sermons/Search/?CheckedScriptureBookId=39&verseFreeText=3%3A10
https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/proving-god/
https://biblehub.com/sermons/malachi/3-10.htm

e Money, Possessions, and Eternity by Randy Alcorn — A deep

dive into biblical financial principles.
e The Blessed Life by Robert Morris — A book on how generosity
leads to spiritual and financial blessings.

Online Resources & Studies

e Enduring Word Commentary on Malachi 3 — A detailed verse-by-

verse study.
e Bible Study Tools: Malachi 3:10 Commentary — A historical and

theological analysis.
e GotQuestions: What Does Malachi 3:10 Mean? — A biblical

perspective on tithing and blessings.



https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/malachi-3/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/malachi-3-10.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Malachi-3-10.html
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The Freedom & Power of Generosity
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Text: Il Samuel 24:18-24
Additional Curriculum

Additional Curriculum is provided to create a more robust understanding of the

sermon topics being discussed. This curriculum carries the same heart and focus as the

nain curriculum, but it pulls from a different text in order to foster deeper, more well-
rounded Scriptural literacy.

BIG IDEA

The day has come. Finally walking in the beauty of Heaven, you find
yourself standing before God. Knowing that He has entrusted you with
resources, opportunities, and influence; What will you say? Have you
invested, given, and stewarded well, or have you held back out of fear
or self-preservation?

The Bible teaches that generosity is not just a financial decision—it’s a
heart decision. It's about discipleship, obedience, and mission. God
doesn’t ask us to give out of duty but invites us into the joy of cheerful
giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). But here’s the real question: Do we truly
believe that giving leads to abundance, or do we secretly fear
that it will cost us too much?

If the measure of harvest is determined by the seeds we sow, what
are you planting today? Are you prayerfully considering your giving, or



Is it an afterthought? Do you trust God enough to live generously?
What happens to the vision God has placed in our lives and churches
if generosity fades—where there is no funding, the vision perishes.

But generosity is the tool God uses to free our hearts from the illusion
that wealth brings security, and instead anchors us in the truth that
God is our provider. It fuels God’s mission, ensuring that His work
reaches further and impacts more lives. And ultimately, generosity
brings glory to God, reflecting His nature as the ultimate giver.

So ask yourself: What will my legacy be? Will | be a faithful steward,
or will I bury what has been entrusted to me? Will | give with joy, or will
| let fear dictate my actions?

This study isn’t just about money—it's about living a life that reflects
God’s heart and unleashes His purposes through radical generosity.

Conversation Starter

e Consider the bolded question from above and talk about it
within your group.

COMMENTARY #1

(I Samuel 24:18-24) In this passage, David is instructed by the
prophet Gad to build an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of
Araunah. This was to stop the plague that had struck Israel due to
David’s sin (an act of pride and misplaced trust in military strength



rather than reliance on God). As David approaches Araunah, he
offers to give Daivd the land and oxen for free, but David refuses,
declaring, “I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that
cost me nothing.” This moment highlights the principle that true
worship requires personal sacrifice and that offerings to God
should be given with intentionality and sincerity.

Historically, the threshing floor of Araunah was located on Mount
Moriah, the same place where Abraham was willing to sacrifice
Isaac (Genesis 22). This site later became the foundation of
Solomon’s Temple, making David’s act of worship historically
significant. The Jebusites, who originally controlled Jerusalem,
had been conquered by David earlier in his reign, yet Araunah still
held land within the city, showing a degree of peaceful
coexistence. David’s insistence on paying for the land reinforces
the idea that worship should not be cheap or convenient—it must
reflect true devotion. True devotion requires sacrifice, whether in
time, resources, or personal commitment. In a world where
convenience often dictates choices, David’s example encourages
us to give God our best, not just what is easy or free. It also
speaks to financial stewardship, reinforcing the idea that giving
should be intentional and heartfelt.

Discussion Questions

1. Consider how David’s sacrificial act of worship paved the
way for Solomon'’s rebuilding of the Temple. How might our



giving and sacrificial generosity be laying the foundation for
future faith generations?

2. Why do you think true worship must cost us something?

3. In what ways does your devotion to Jesus cost you?

4. How does this passage make you consider your giving and
generosity differently?

5. What does this passage say about Araunah, a foreigner,
who was willing to give freely to his king? Are we like this in
our faith today?

GOING DEEPER

2 Samuel 24 recounts a pivotal moment in David’s reign when he
orders a census of Israel and Judah, an act that leads to divine
judgment. The chapter begins with God’s anger against Israel, though
the exact reason is unclear. David, influenced either by God’s will or
Satan’s temptation (as seen in 1 Chronicles 21:1), commands Joab to
number the people. However, Joab objects, sensing that this census
Is not in alignment with God’s will. Despite his hesitation, the count
proceeds, revealing a military force of 1.3 million men.

After the census, David’s conscience is struck, and he realizes his
mistake—placing trust in numbers rather than God’s provision. As a
result, God offers David three choices for judgment:

1. Three years of famine
2. Three months of fleeing from enemies
3. Three days of plague



David chooses the plague, trusting in God’s mercy rather than human
cruelty. The plague devastates Israel, killing 70,000 people, until
David intercedes, pleading for God to spare the people. God instructs
him to build an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite,
marking the site where the plague ceases.

The census itself was problematic because it reflected a reliance on
military strength rather than faith in God. In ancient Israel, censuses
were typically conducted for taxation or military purposes, and Exodus
30:12 warns that numbering the people without God’s command could
bring a plague—which is exactly what happens here.

But David’s statement in the last verse of this passage shows a heart
of repentance. Where he once relied on military strength or numbers,
he is now willing to sacrifice anything to honor and obey God. May this
be our response today. May we be a people who ever turn to God as
our Provider, Protector, and Sustainer. And from this deep faith, give
all we have sacrificially.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Sermons & Teachings

e Sermons on 2 Samuel by John Calvin — A collection of sermons
offering theological insights into David’s reign.

e Study Scripture Online: 2 Samuel 24 — A sermon discussing David’s
greatest sin and its consequences.

e Way of Grace Church: Last Lessons from Jesse’s Son — A sermon
exploring the themes of accountability and sacrifice in 2 Samuel 24.

Books on 2 Samuel & Biblical Leadership


https://www.amazon.com/Sermons-2-Samuel-John-Calvin/dp/0851515789/ref=asc_df_0851515789
https://studyscriptureonline.com/sermons/2-samuel-24/
https://www.wayofgracechurch.com/sermons/sermon/2014-07-06/last-lessons-from-jesses-son-ii-samuel-24

e The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible: 2 Samuel (KJV) — A
structured guide for preaching and studying 2 Samuel, available here.

e Sermon Outlines on the Whole Bible: 1 Samuel - 2 Kings — A
collection of sermon outlines covering David’s reign, available here.

e New Community Bible Study: 1 and 2 Samuel — A study guide on
growing a heart for God, available here.

Online Resources & Commentaries

e Precept Austin: 2 Samuel 24 Resources — A comprehensive
collection of commentaries and studies on this chapter.

e Enduring Word Commentary on 2 Samuel 24 — A detailed verse-by-
verse analysis.

e Blue Letter Bible: 2 Samuel 24 — A study guide exploring the
theological implications of David’s actions.



https://booksrun.com/9781574071672-preachers-outline-sermon-bible-kjv-2-samuel?afk=5226
https://booksrun.com/9781574071672-preachers-outline-sermon-bible-kjv-2-samuel?afk=5226
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00G2J6Q4C
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00G2J6Q4C
https://business.walmart.com/ip/New-Community-Bible-Study-1-and-2-Samuel-Growing-a-Heart-for-God-Paperback-9780310280491/10260349?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=101002204&selectedOfferId=4CC8E17F7A0D4E408B8E87472FDD9F32&conditionGroupCode=1
https://business.walmart.com/ip/New-Community-Bible-Study-1-and-2-Samuel-Growing-a-Heart-for-God-Paperback-9780310280491/10260349?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=101002204&selectedOfferId=4CC8E17F7A0D4E408B8E87472FDD9F32&conditionGroupCode=1
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2-samuel-24-resources
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-samuel-24/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide2017/2Sa/2Sa24.cfm

