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The Fruits of Faith

Faith Steadies Our Steps
Date: October 5, 2025
Text: Hebrews 11:5; Genesis 5:24

BIG IDEA

Throughout Scripture, faith isn’t simply a way of thinking or feeling; it is a
way of living. Those who walk by faith travel a path that is steady and
secure—a life of intimacy with God and protection from evil. From Genesis
5:24, we learn that Enoch walked so faithfully with God that he never
experienced bodily death. Although you and | won’t likely share Enoch’s
supernatural journey, we can experience the deep joy and security that
results from a life of walking closely with God.

Conversation Starter

® \When you consider the idea of “walking with God”, what practices
and activities come to mind?

COMMENTARY #1

(Genesis 5:24) In Genesis 5:24, Enoch embodies a concept that
continues throughout the entire Bible: walking with God. Although the
Hebrew term halak is a common term that can literally mean “walking” or
"journeying,"” it also bears profound spiritual significance. This spiritual
aspect of halak is introduced in Genesis 5:24 and reflected in passages
such as Deuteronomy 5:33, which instructs, “You shall walk (halak) in
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every w‘ay which the Lord your God commands.” In other words, the way in

which a person “walks” reflects his or her degree of faithfulness and
obedience to the Lord.

Walking with the Lord was such an important concept among the Jewish
people and early Christians that the term halakah came to describe both
God’s commands and the way in which one lives them out. In addition,
one’s halakah, or way of living, is an expression of faith, revealing what one
truly believes.

Discussion Questions

1. As believers, we are called to follow in Christ’s footsteps and emulate
his walk, or halakah. How can we strive to emulate the perfect life of
Christ and walk in obedience without becoming legalistic?

2. To the best of your understanding, what is the relationship between
obedience and faith?

3. Does linking faith with obedience make you uncomfortable? Why or
why not?

4. Enoch experienced a profound supernatural blessing as a result of
his faithful walk with God. Although you and | won't likely share
Enoch’s supernatural journey, what blessings might we experience
when we “walk” by faith?

COMMENTARY #2

(2 Corinthians 5:7-10)

In the first-century mediterranean world of Paul, an internal belief was
inextricable from its external expression. For example, love doesn’t simply
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describe a feeling of warm affection; it means taking action that blesses
another person. Likewise, our faith isn’t simply a way of thinking or feeling;
it is expressed by the way we “walk.” Along such lines, knowing the truth of
God in Christ implies a deep personal relationship that results in continual
transformation and service.

In this passage, Paul conveys the concept of halakah by stressing the link
between faith and action. He exhorts believers to walk by faith and warns
that we will be judged for “the things done while in the body, whether good
or bad” (v. 10). But more so than worrying about judgment, Paul
encourages us to “make it our goal to please [God]” (v. 9).

Discussion Questions

1. According to the concept of halakah, our words and actions reflect
what we truly believe. Yet, our external actions often fall short of our
internal beliefs. We sin against God time and again.

a. Do the inconsistencies between our beliefs and actions indicate
that we don’t have true faith in Jesus? Why or why not?

b. Can you think of any Scriptures that offer guidance for this
dilemma? (Hint: Rom 7:15-25)

c. How can we bring our internal beliefs into greater alignment
with our words, actions, and/or lifestyle?

GOING DEEPER

More About Halakah . . .

While halakah might be an unfamiliar concept for modern Christians, it is
well-familiar in Jewish circles. Because early Jewish people fervently
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desired to keep the statutes of the written Torah—the laws and
commandments outlined in Scripture—an additional body of teaching
emerged to foster obedience. This supplementary material is known as the
“Oral Torah.” Much like Bible commentaries throughout history have
equipped Christians to apply God’s Word in changing times and cultures,
the Oral Torah was often refined and updated in order to help God’s people
navigate changing circumstances. However, unlike Christian Bible
commentaries, the Oral Torah was regarded nearly as sacred as Scripture.
Thus, the term halakah came to describe the written commandments of
God in Scripture in addition to the oral traditions that developed around it.

For early Christians, the concept of halakah was likewise a foundational
aspect of faith. In fact, the earliest converts were called people of “the
Way,” a definite echo of the Jewish concept. Numerous OT passages
equate the ways of God with adherence to his will, as reflected in Psalm
1:1, “Blessed is the man who does not walk (halak) in the counsel of the
wicked, nor stand in the way of sinners.” The more specific usage as
applied to Christianity can be seen in Acts 9:1, in which Saul (Paul) seeks
permission from the high priest that “if he should find anyone belonging to
the Way, both men and women, he might deliver them, being bound, to
Jerusalem.” Paul continues to refer to Christianity as “the Way” even after
his conversion, and in Acts 24:14 asserts that adhering to the Way entails
believing everything in the Law and prophets.

Such an emphasis on obedience often makes modern believers
uncomfortable, as we tend to avoid “legalism” at all costs. However, the
emphasis upon obedience should serve as a corrective to the
sentimentality, mysticism, and over-spiritualizing of which the Christian faith
is sometimes guilty. Indeed, the Western church desperately needs an
infusion of holy living that would set the saints apart from the culture at
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large. Yet, living a holy life of obedience isn’t a burdensome curse. Rather,
walking with God yields present joy and security that endures for eternity.

Reflect upon your own walk with God. Does the way you live stand apart
from the culture at large? Would a non-believer recognize you as a person
of “the Way” (i.e., a Christian) simply from the way you live?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

e Video Teaching (45 min): The Development of Halakah and
Its Role in the NT

e Book Resource: Heaven or Halakah: Walking with Jesus in
John 14, by Andrea L. Robinson

Group Activity
Play the game “Minefield” with your group.

1. Start with one volunteer who would like to actively play the game.

2. Blindfold the volunteer.

3. Quickly create a safe obstacle course using objects at hand such as
pillows, notebooks, blankets, etc. (Don’t use anything that would
actually cause the player to trip and fall.)

4. Lead the blindfolded player to the beginning of the obstacle course.
Have the group verbally guide the blindfolded player through the
course.

5. You may play multiple times if various group members want a turn.


https://www.torahclass.com/lessons/topical-teachings/the-development-of-halakhah-and-its-role-in-the-new-testament/
https://www.torahclass.com/lessons/topical-teachings/the-development-of-halakhah-and-its-role-in-the-new-testament/
https://a.co/d/2EEylxQ
https://a.co/d/2EEylxQ
https://a.co/d/2EEylxQ
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Discuss the game in connection with the challenges of walking by faith
rather than sight. Consider how we sometimes stumble or go off-course
even with clear direction. Consider how navigating the course is easier if
the blindfolded player only listens to one voice rather than the whole group.
Consider how practice could make the obstacle course easier. What other
parallels or lessons can you discern?

Note: Be sure that the blindfolded member of the group doesn’t have any
health or balance issues. Consider having a couple of group members
stand around the obstacle course in case the blindfolded player loses
balance or needs assistance.



