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The Fruits of Faith

Faith Produces Actions

Date: October 12, 2025
Text: Hebrews 11:1-3, 6

BIG IDEA

Faith changes who we are on the inside as we come to understand
our proper relationship with God and the posture He wants us to take
in our lives before Him. Because of that internal change, our lives will
start to look different. We will carry a sincere grief over the sin we see
around us. We will be desperate for the hearts of the lost in the world.
We will live with an urgency, a passion, and a love that sets us apart.
As God transforms us from the inside out, our lives will start to look
different. Faith will naturally produce actions that reveal a movement
of God stirring in our lives. The outpouring of love we experience from
God in our own lives will overflow to the actions we take through the
daily choices we make, both big and small.

Conversation Starter

e Often, followers of Christ make decisions that can only be
interpreted by the rest of the world as either a genuinely huge
act of faith... or just plain crazy. What is the boldest act of faith
you have ever witnessed from someone else in your life?
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(Hebrews 11:7) In this scripture, Noah is commended for his
“holy fear” that led him to do something as outrageous as build an
ark for his family (and all of creation) to board at the prompting of
the possibility of a catastrophic weather event. The world had to
have seen him as ridiculous. The plan was far-fetched. The
“God” Noah followed was underestimated, misunderstood, and
overlooked just as Noah himself must have been.

Discussion Questions

1. Using Noah'’s story in Genesis as an example, who are some
other people in scripture who make bold acts of faith in the Old
Testament?

2. Using Jesus’ example of faith, who are some other people in
scripture who make bold acts of faith in the New Testament?

3. There are four hundred years that elapse between the end of the
book of Malachi where God speaks through a prophet and the
start of Jesus’ story as the Messiah. That means there were
people who lived during a four hundred year span of time who
heard nothing but silence from God as He prepared the world for
his plan to unfold. What do you imagine their acts of faith looked
like during this time?

4. Based on the analysis of these Biblical people with your group,
what marks a decision as one “made in faith?”

COMMENTARY #2
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(James 2:18) The book of James was written by Jesus’ half
brother who was an early leader in the church. There is debate
among scholars about how he actually died, but he suffered a
martyr's death. Most historians believe he was thrown from the
pinnacle of the temple for his faith and/ or beaten to death.
Obviously, he was a man who understood the principle of faith.

Discussion Questions

1. Take some time with your group to research the death of the
original disciples who followed Jesus. What common themes do
you notice about their deaths?

2. The book of Revelation offers us a glimpse of what is to come in
heaven when those who died as martyrs for our faith here on
earth will get to see justice:

When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of
those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness
they had born. They cried out with a loud voice, ‘Oh sovereign Lord,
holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood
on those who dwell on the Earth?’ Then they were each given a
white robe and told to rest a little longer until the number of their
fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to
be killed as they themselves had been.”

— Revelation 6:9-11

It sounds like God is waiting for more martyrs in this passage
before He allows Christ’'s second coming to happen. There are
people tucked into forgotten places all over the globe at this
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moment who are laboring in real danger for the sake of the
Kingdom we are a part of at Asbury. How does this revelation of
heaven affect how you view what is possible in faith?

3. Often, the big, dramatic, ridiculously unbelievable acts of faith
that followers of Christ make start in secret through daily
conversations alone with God through prayer. In fact, one of the
simplest prayers in scripture is in Mark 9:24 when a desperate
parent says to Jesus, “Lord, help my unbelief.” How can we
begin to advocate for our own faith growing through our prayers
as the church?

GOING DEEPER

There is sometimes a spirit of fear that cripples the North
American church when discussing faith in any context. Often, the
acts of faith are not public. They are very intimate choices that
believers make in the presence of their God. They offer their
sacrifice privately to God as a gift at His altar. In a culture where
instant gratification and self-promotion are exalted, this is
courageous and completely countercultural. However, sometimes
God prompts a very public display of faith that can bring
discomfort and insecurity. A follower of Christ makes a choice to
risk public reputation for God. Either of these types of acts can be
used as mighty tools to build a foundation for the Kingdom of
God. Neither is more important than the other because both are
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essential. However, followers of Christ who make choices in faith
will always be tempted to wrestle with fear.

God shuts down fear with the Holy Spirit over and over again in
scripture to show us a picture of what is possible if we will only
trust and obey Him in faith. Here are just a few powerful verses
where God clearly reveals His will for faithful choices in the
Kingdom:

If with heart and soul you're doing good, do you think you can be stopped? Even if you
suffer for it, you're still better off. Don’t give the opposition a second thought. Through
thick and thin, keep your hearts at attention, in adoration before Christ, your Master. Be
ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you're living the way you are, and always
with the utmost courtesy. Keep a clear conscience before God so that when people throw
mud at you, none of it will stick. They'll end up realizing that they're the ones who need a
bath. It's better to suffer for doing good, if that's what God wants, than to be punished for
doing bad. That's what Christ did definitively: suffered because of others’ sins, the
Righteous One for the unrighteous ones. He went through it all—was put to death and
then made alive—to bring us to God.

1 Peter 3:14-18 (The Message)

God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and
God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in
us, so that we're free of worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is identical
with Christ’s. There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear
is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet fully formed in
love.

1 John 4:17-18 (The Message)

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-
discipline.

2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT)
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So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

How can you cling to these words in scripture and in the songs of
worship we sing over ourselves to find strength in God to help
your own unbelief in the seasons to come? Take responsibility for
preaching faith to yourself this week. This is a discipline in our
discipleship that needs to be intentional to grow. Commit your
choices to Him, taking one step at a time, day by day, until you
look back and finally notice that, indeed, your faith really has
changed!

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Websites and Videos

Noah’s Ark | Ark Encounter

Parallels of the Ark: Noah & Jesus

Praying for Those Experiencing Persecution

Trust and Obey



https://arkencounter.com/noahs-ark/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5igne3jgrbU&list=PLn_fa5Im3js9t-lM_COorLJLPO4FRH7pv&t=6s
https://radical.net/podcasts/pray-the-word/praying-for-those-experiencing-persecution-revelation-69-11/
https://www.hymnal.net/en/hymn/h/582

	– Revelation 6:9–11

