
 

Steadfast 
Christ the King 

Date: November 23 

Text: Colossians 1:13-20 and Revelation 5:9-14  

 
BIG IDEA 

Christ is King of the universe, King of the earth, and King of our 

hearts. Yet, he is unlike any king in human history. Jesus ascended to 

his throne by means of a sacrificial death; and we who follow him are 

brought into his kingdom through the power of his shed blood. As a 

result, our present reality should be shaped by the faithful life, 

sacrificial death, and eternal victory of Jesus. Like our King, we might 

suffer during our time in this world, but we are called and equipped to 

be part of God’s mission of redeeming the earth and its people.

 

Conversation Starter 

● What should our lives look like when we make Christ our King? 

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Revelation 5:6–10) The book of Revelation repeatedly describes 

Jesus as a Lamb who has been slain, yet remains standing. This 

image of a slain-yet-standing Lamb reveals an essential truth 

about Christ and his work: the Lamb doesn’t conquer by killing, 

but by dying. Jesus achieves victory through his sacrificial death.  



 

Further, with his shed blood, he redeems peoples from all over 

the earth. Those who were purchased by his blood—including you 

and I—aren’t just “saved” so that we can get to heaven. Jesus 

redeems us “to be a kingdom and priests to our God” and “reign 

upon the earth” (Rev 5:10, NASB). This is a mission that begins in 

the present, a mission that will culminate when Jesus returns to 

establish his kingdom fully. In the meantime, we are called to walk 

in the cruciform footsteps of Jesus, sacrificially serving God and 

keeping his mission at the forefront of our lives.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. The idea of achieving victory by means of suffering and/or death 
is antithetical to the logic of the world. Even those of us who 
follow Christ struggle with the concept of living sacrificially.  

a. Does our calling to follow in the footsteps of the slain-yet-
standing Lamb cause you fear or worry? Are you afraid of 
what complete surrender might look like?  

b. Read 1 Corinthians 1:23–25. Do these verses offer you any 
comfort? Why or why not?  

c. How can we overcome fear of complete surrender to our 
King Jesus? (Consider both spiritual and practical 
strategies.) 

 

COMMENTARY #2 



 

(Revelation 5:3–5, 9) The sealed scroll contains the entirety of 

God’s purposes and plans for the world. Yet, “no one in heaven or 

on the earth or under the earth” (5:3) is able to break the seals. 

The sealed scroll causes John to weep with despair as he 

realizes that God’s perfect plan cannot come to fruition. 

Blessedly, the slain-yet-standing Lamb is found worthy to open 

the scroll.  

Jesus is worthy not simply because he shed his blood and died, 

but because he rose again—defeating the powers of evil and 

death. The slain-yet-standing Lamb redeemed not just God’s 

people, but the entire universe and the course of history. He has 

brought about the fullness of God’s plan and inaugurated the 

redemption of creation. John’s despair turns to worship as all 

creatures in the universe rejoice.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Some days, the state of the world can bring us almost to the 

point of hopelessness. We hear stories of extreme violence and 

hate on an almost daily basis. God sometimes seems indifferent 

to our plight or unable to help. 

a. How does John’s reminder that Jesus is sovereign over the 

present and the future offer hope and encouragement?  

b. How do John’s words motivate you to action? 



 

2. As part of the Lord’s prayer, we pray, “Your kingdom come, Your will 

be done . . .” (Matt 6:10). Undergirding these words is our expectation 

that God himself will be the one to take action. Yet, as priests who 

reign on behalf of God, you and I are called to bring about God’s will. 

It is our responsibility to live out the reality of God’s Kingdom on this 

earth. What practical step can you take to bring God’s will to your life, 

your home, your workplace, or your world this week?  

 

GOING DEEPER 

Both Colossians 1:13-20 and Revelation 5:9-14 hint that Christ’s 

victory spans the entirety of human history. According to Colossians 

1:13, “For he rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred 

us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.” With these words, Paul refers 

to a chain of events that began in the Garden of Eden. 

In the beginning, God commissioned Adam and Eve to be his 

stewards upon the earth: they would reign over creation on his behalf 

(Gen 1:28–30). When Adam and Eve sinned, however, they ceded 

their God-given dominion to Satan. Though Satan was never allowed 

complete control over the earth, numerous passages mention his 

influence and power (John 12:31, 14:30; 2 Cor 4:4; 1 John 5:19). 

Therefore, when Jesus rescues the world from the “domain of 

darkness” he reverses the curse of Eden. Whereas the first Adam 

had allowed the enemy to take control over human history, the 

last Adam took dominion back (Rom 5:12, 18–19; 1 Cor 15:45; 

Rev 1:5–6).  



 

Though Christ has now decisively defeated evil, he delays his 

final return so that more will join his Kingdom (2 Peter 3:9). We 

await this final return of Jesus in an “already/not-yet” state. As 

people of God, we already experience the joy of union with him, 

but we await the final consummation of his plan—when Christ will 

return and fully establish his Kingdom on the earth.  

While we wait, we work to bring God’s Kingdom to our world in 

increasing fullness. We continue Christ’s work by spreading God’s 

unconditional love and saving grace throughout the earth. We 

battle the forces of evil in the spiritual realm and rescue souls 

from the domain of darkness (Eph 6:12). Yet we do not operate 

from a position of uncertainty or fear, but from a present and 

eternal victory.  

● As we war against supernatural forces of evil, with what 

resources are we equipped and what weapons do we wield? 

(See Eph 6:10–20) 

● How does understanding the supernatural battle between 

good and evil, as well as the already/not-yet victory of God, 

impact your willingness to serve boldly as a priest of God 

upon the earth? 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

● NickV Ministries: Colossians 1:13–14 (3 minutes) 

● Spoken Gospel: Colossians 1:1–2:5, Jesus Is All You Need 

(5 minutes) 

https://youtu.be/5k53M6-tBdA?si=HIcWn9gCn5eGACbc
https://youtu.be/p-PoQDV_b0E?si=z0gKI_qomvEQMR04
https://youtu.be/p-PoQDV_b0E?si=z0gKI_qomvEQMR04


 

● Dr. Sam Storms: If the Kingdom of God is Here, Why is the 

World Such a Mess? (41 minutes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 4 – Steadfast – Christ the King 

https://youtu.be/H_VAwamOD10?si=y_6cEM76cgSF3i49
https://youtu.be/H_VAwamOD10?si=y_6cEM76cgSF3i49


 

Big Idea 

  

Colossians 

1:13-20 

  

Revelation 5:9-

14 

On the last Sunday before Advent (or the end of the 

“church calendar”), we celebrate Christ the King Sunday. 

This is a time to remember that Christ is the King of all 

and he should be place first in our lives! 

The passage in Colossians highlights the supremacy of 

the Son of God. He has rescued us from darkness, is the 

creator of all things, he is before all things, he is the head 

of the church, and our redeemer. He deserves all honor 

and praise – as King of the universe and King of our lives! 

·       What reminds you that Jesus is King? 

·       What are some ways that help you worship our Lord? 

Memory 

Verses 

“For in him all things were created: things in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 

or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 

through him and for him.” ~Colossians 1:16 

  

13 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in 

them, saying: “To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, forever 

and ever! 

~Revelation 5:13 



 

Activity Consider making a crown out of supplies that you might 

have at home – these could be cardboard, paper, foam, 

gems, etc. You could also draw a crown. Label your 

crown, “Jesus is King!” 

While doing this, do a quick Google or YouTube search 

for worship songs and hymns about Christ as King. Some 

songs are listed below. Listen to them while you draw. 

Some of them are very powerful! Maybe you could make 

a playlist of your favorites! 

Songs 

  

Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” “Rejoice, the Lord 

is King,” “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

“King of Kings” by Hillsong Worship 

“Holy Forever” by Chris Tomlin 

Prayer 

  

We worship you, God! You are King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords. You, indeed, are Holy Forever. You wear the 

crown and are creator and sustainer of all things. We 

praise you for who you are and for allowing us to be a 

part of your family. We love you, Lord! Amen. 

Challenge Create a playlist of some of the praise songs that you 

found this week!   

  

 


