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Steadfast

Great Cloud, Great Multitude
Date: November 2
Text: Hebrews 12:1-3 and Revelation 7:9-12

BIG IDEA

Our faith journeys can be confusing and hard; it's easy to wonder what
the next right step is or question if you are getting anything right at all.
As believers, the gift of Scripture allows us to learn from past
witnesses, past believers, and claim our own future promise as we
walk in their footsteps and the footsteps of Christ.

Most theologians agree that Hebrews was written specifically to
Jewish Christians. These Jewish Christians faced various difficulties
because of their conversion to Christ. Like all Christians, they faced
pressure from living in a predominantly pagan culture but they also
faced estrangement from their Jewish roots and persecution for
following Christ. The race that these Biblical heroes were challenged
to run was unique to them. They each had to practice faith through
difficult circumstances.

Hebrews 11 sets the stage for the opening verses of chapter 12. In the
NLT of Hebrews 11 “By faith” is mentioned at least 17 times. Their
endurance in the midst of horrific persecutions is a testament to Paul’s
words in Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” Like Paul, these heroes of faith found it necessary
to trust in God. It serves us best to read and meditate upon these
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Biblical stories as testimony to how God will be equally faithful toward
us as we run our race with endurance.

Conversation Starter

e What is one of the most difficult situations or seasons in your
life? Looking back, were you able to draw encouragement from
Biblical characters to endure the difficulty or did you just sweat
it out?

COMMENTARY #1

(Hebrews 12:1-3) In this passage, the author of Hebrews invited
these early Jewish Christians back to cultural heroes of their
Scriptures (the Tanak) as listed in Hebrews 11.

These verses offer us a glimpse into why we can find it difficult to run
the race marked out for us. Consider these points:
e We tolerate hindrances that get us off course or slow us down.
e We allow sin that entangles us or trips us up.
e We have difficulty persevering as we are weary from our yoke of
bondage to sin.
e We turn our attention off Jesus and focus on the problems,
Issues, or distractions around us.

We can never stress enough all that Christ has done for us. Yes, He
bore the cross for our salvation. That, in itself, is worthy of all praise.
But that is just our beginning. Jesus'’s death and resurrection is now
the invitation into our death and resurrection. Since we have put our
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confidence in Jesus as the Son of God, our old way of living has
ended and a new way of living has begun. (1 Corinthians 5:17) As His
child, we are asked to align our minds and hearts with the available
power in His kingdom. That power is accessed through our
willingness to surrender our wills, our ways, our control to Jesus,
understanding He lives IN us. Visit the “Going Deeper” section for a
greater understanding of what this means for us!

Discussion Questions

1. What weighs me down and hinders me that | need to take off?
(Can | be honest with myself and God about my sin? Is there
worry(control) weighing me down and | need to hand that control
over to God? Are there responsibilities | have said “yes” to that |
need to let go so | can make time for “fixing my eyes on Jesus?’)

2. What am | walking through right now that I’'m ready to give up on
and quit? God has a race or path for my life. It may not be easy
but how can | persevere through the hard stretches of my race?

3. As | fix my eyes on Jesus | can learn to become aware of how to
live out my life in obedience. What actions can | take daily to
awaken me to Jesus’s presence with me?

COMMENTARY #2

(Revelation 7:9-12) This passage in the apocalyptic literature of
Revelation reveals to us a “vast crowd” of peoples, “shouting with a
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great roar” honoring the Lamb and highest praise to God. Can you
iImagine what this reality will be like for us who endure to the end?

Brothers and sisters, that “ALL” is us who have chosen a relationship
with Jesus through our surrender to Him. Imagine us standing in front
of the throne looking at Jesus (the Lamb) and so many people from all
over the earth present we cannot count them. All of us clothed in
white robes (Jesus’s righteousness), holding palm branches in our
hands (symbols of victory, triumph, peace) realizing we are there
because we steadfastly trusted in Jesus to be who He said He was.
No tears, no death, no mourning, no crying or pain. And with ONE
GREAT ROAR we proclaim, “Salvation comes from our God who sits
on the throne and from the Lamb!” Why do we shout this? Because
we are the ones who are redeemed and know it was Jesus who made
it possible for us to run our race on earth steadfastly and now we
finally stand before His throne.

Discussion Questions

1. Are you 100% confident you have surrendered your life to
Jesus? If not, speak to your leader and spend time together
walking through Scripture so you can know 100% you are His.

2. What do you imagine the feelings and thoughts will be on that
day we stand before His throne?

GOING DEEPER
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These verses Hebrews 12:1-3 offer us one solution to a life of
enduring faith.
e Jesus pioneered our faith, or He created it.
e Jesus promises to perfect the faith we have.
e We practice FIXING or SETTING our eyes on Him.
e |t brought Jesus joy to endure the cross for us inviting us into His
family.
e Jesus is now seated next to God because of His completed
victory over all His enemies. More great news!

We can rest assured that our faith was initiated and is perfected by
Jesus. The struggles we endure are only a part of His work in us,
growing us up into “the fullness of His stature”. We participate in this
work through our perseverance and meditation in the Word of God.
The C.S. Lewis institute defines meditation as: "the activity of calling to
mind, and thinking over, and dwelling on, and applying to oneself, the
various things that one knows about the works and ways and
purposes and promises of God. Itis an activity of holy thought,
consciously performed in the presence of God, under the eye of God,
by the help of God, as a means of communion with God.” It is in this
posture as a believer we are transformed by Christ and find the power
of His Kingdom within us

These last verses also tell us that “Jesus is seated in the place of
honor besides God’s throne.” Being seated at God’s right hand brings
to us even more hope as we run our race in this life’s journey.
e The work of our full and free redemption is complete in Jesus
inviting us into a life of intimacy with the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. He finished and He sat down. Jesus paid it all.
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e Jesus is now laboring for our healing through His prayer for us.
Romans 8:34 NIV “Who then is the one who condemns? No one.
Christ Jesus who died — more than that, who was raised to life —
Is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. As you
pray, you are praying with Jesus not just to Him.

e May these two truths encourage us in our endurance race: We
are forgiven completely and Jesus is praying for us!

1. How does keeping my eyes focused on Jesus and seeing his
faithful example encourage me when | am tired and
discouraged?

2. What difference does it make to you knowing that Jesus is
praying for you?

3. Do you have a practice or system you utilize in times of
discouragement to help you keep your eyes on Jesus? What is
it? If not, would it be wise to consider starting a new practice?

Revelation 7:9-12

Our worthiness has been established by Jesus and Jesus lives IN US!
Our life is now His life. | Corinthians 6 tells us “You are not your
own, you were bought with a price.” Living into this truth we are
asked to “throw off the weight and sin that so easily entangles us.”
We are urged to “confess our sins that we may be healed”. God
delights in the intimacy of our conversations regarding our sin. He is
drawn towards the humble heart that cries, “God, have mercy on me,
a sinner.” These honest conversations with God are the path to
seeing and experiencing His unconditional love for us which is our
path to remaining steadfast in this temporary journey on earth. These
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honest conversations with God are also our path to a transformed
heart that is aware of the Living God dwelling within us.

Colossians 1:27 “For God wanted them to know that the riches and
glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is the secret: Christ
lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory.”

Revelation 7 gives us a picture of what sharing in His glory will be like.
We are clothed in white robes, symbolic of His righteousness and
divine approval. We are holding palm branches, symbolic of peace,
victory and triumph. We are SHOUTING! Not singing...not
speaking...SHOUTING! Shouting is associated with joy and triumph
but interestingly, it is associated Biblically with the presence of God.
And friends, that is exactly where we will be forever: In the presence
of God.

1. Are you awake to God’s indwelling presence in your life?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

C.S. Lewis Institute-Meditation: CS Lewis Resource

Home Curriculum
Steadfast
November 2, 9, 16, 23

Inside this packet, you will find mini-lessons for the sermon series
message. These mini-lessons will include the following:

A Big Idea for the scripture of the week


https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/what-is-biblical-meditation/
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Bible Verses to memorize
An Activity that relates to the message
Songs that tie in with the message

- A Prayer to be said to thank God for the fruit and to ask him for
help in living out the message

A Challenge for the week — ways for the message to be lived out
in everyday life

These ideas are quick ways to help families make connections between the
values that are given by God to help us lead godly lives. Feel free to
shorten these lessons or extend them if more time is available for deeper
study. For example, family members could write each day’s verse on a
notecard that is held together with a metal ring. They could add to it each
week and possibly include verses of their own. It is our prayer that those
who desire to place God at the center of their lives will study to have a solid
foundation with which to live and interact God and others and will walk with
Him all the days of their lives.

Week 1 — Steadfast — Great Cloud, Great Multitude
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Big Idea

Hebrews 12:1-
3

Revelation 7:9-
12

For the past several weeks, we have been learning
about giants of the faith from the “Hall of Faith” found
in Hebrews 11. Today, we move on to Hebrews 12 and
we learn that we are surrounded by a “great cloud of
witnesses.” We are reminded of their great examples
of faithful living, and we are urged to live a life of
faithfulness as well. The analogy of running a race
makes us think of having endurance and
perseverance —not running out of energy or quitting.
Verse 2 tells us that as we run our own races, we are
to keep our eyes upon Jesus. He is our ultimate
example. He lived a perfect life on earth and was still
crucified. Yet, he is exalted and sits at the right hand
of the throne of God!

Have you ever run a race? Have you ever tried
to keep your eyes on something in the distance while
running to help you reach your goal?

Memory

Verses

And let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God. ~Hebrews
12:1b-2

Activity

If you were running in arace (i.e. a 5K), you would
have to train. It would be difficult to go out there and
just run the entire race if you weren’t prepared. This
week let’s run a race of faith! Let’s do some training.
Set goals that work for your family. Some goals might
be to start your day by reading the Bible and asking
God to be with you and show you ways to share his
light throughout your day. Another might be to pray
before a meal or at bedtime. Make a chart with the
days of the week and your goals. Mark off the days
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that you were able to complete your goal. This
training will help you live a faithful life!

Songs

Hymns: “l Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

“Run to the Father” by Cody Carnes

Prayer

Dear God, Help us to throw off sinful things that are
in our lives. Help us to live faithful lives with
endurance and perseverance — never giving up when
things get difficult. Thank you for the examples of
faithful people found in your Word, but most of all for
Jesus. In His name we pray, Amen.

Challenge

How did you do with your race of the faith this week?
Be ready to share how you hit your goals!




