SIEADFAST

Steadfast

Worthy and Qualified
Date: November 16
Text: Colossians 1:1-14

BIG IDEA

The craziest thing about our faith to the rest of the world is that it is so
“all or nothing.” In fact, when you think about our beliefs from the
perspective of a nonbeliever, only two things are really possible in
history. Either Jesus was who He really claimed to be, or he was a
raving lunatic claiming to be God in a long line of raving lunatics that
have always made an appearance in history. The theologian A.W.
Tozer once said, “What comes into our minds when we think about
God is the most important thing about us.” If Jesus were standing
alone with you right now looking you in the eye and asking you who
you think He is, what would you say? If you truly believe, your walk will
be interrupted with many moments in your life where He finds a way to
ask you this question. He persists because He knows that the ONLY
thing in our lives that is immovable, unshakable,or steadfast is, in fact,
our faith. Our mission field is meant to change constantly. The
mission itself may change. Seasons will come and go. Our health
may come and go. Our finances will be prey to outside forces we
can’t control. Our human relationships will ebb and flow within the
flaws and insecurities of the deeply flawed people we are trying to love
in this life. We will be disappointed by others. All of our influence and
hype and accolades and reputation can come crashing down in a
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moment. We will fail. But who we believe Jesus to be...that's another
story. One that only He can write, and it’s called “good news”
because when we think about all of those complex layers in our lives,
we need something bigger than who we can be to give us purpose.

Tozer, AW. The Knowledge of the Holy: Their Attributes of God: Their Meaning in the Christian Life. Harper, 1961.

Conversation Starter

e Describe the Jesus you have a relationship with as if you were
describing Him to a total stranger who has little to no context for
understanding our faith.

COMMENTARY #1

(Colossians 1:4-5) These verses focus specifically on an eternal
perspective. When the noise of the material world we live in
assaults our souls, it is easy to lose focus on the things that
actually matter to God. Sometimes in the midst of the chaos,
there is even a temptation to feel that God is not a personal
God...that He can’t possibly love us as big as He says He does in
all the promises of scripture.

Discussion Questions

1. In the New Living Translation, the text of these verses mentions
“a confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven.”
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Based on scripture, what do you believe God has reserved for
you in heaven?

In the Christian life, God offers us glimpses of heaven right here
on earth. When is the last time God showed you a picture of
what heaven is supposed to look like through your earthly life? If
you can’t think of one, how could your prayers shift to let God
know that you are hungry for a glimpse?

. How does thinking about what the Kingdom of heaven that God

wants shift your thinking about your daily life?

COMMENTARY #2

(Colossians 1:6) This verse shifts the focus to missions. What is
noteworthy about this moment in scripture is that it is being written
by Paul himself who set the bar for what it means to be a
missionary before that was even a “job title” in the Kingdom of

God.

Discussion Questions

1.

When people who do not know God look at your life, what do you
think they see? Is God a part of the picture of who you are at all
for them?

. What do you WANT people to see when they look at your life?

. If God has strategically scattered Christians around the globe to

far-flung, insignificant, mundane places like the ones in your life,
how does the Spirit use those places to spread the Gospel?
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4. Often, the church glamorizes the work of those who choose to
make dramatic moves across the globe to another hemisphere
or those called to a life of singleness to serve the Kingdom. (We
don’t want to be those people, but we put them on a Christian
pedestal.) The truth is that God’s work is often thankless and
ordinary, built on long-term commitment and consistency. These
things are harder because there is no box to check. So just as
we consider who we believe Jesus to be, let’s also consider the
question of “what do we believe “missions” to be in our daily
lives?” What do you believe “missions” means in your life?

5. Based on what you read in scripture and know of Paul, what
would he say “missions” is supposed to be in the life of a Christ
follower?

GOING DEEPER

There is value in every season of your life. Scripture paints the
picture of a God who is so big that He wastes nothing. As we
read the pages that tell the story of people who have become
pillars of our faith, they are deeply flawed and full of sin just like
us. Think about the way you present your flaws and failures in
your testimony. Are they even in there?

Within the safety net of your group, talk about how God might give
you a more powerful testimony that can reach further if you allow
Him to make you vulnerable. Can you become vulnerable
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enough to share not just your mountains with others, but also your
valleys? Our faith is a struggle for us all. How can sharing your
“struggle” as a part of your testimony about the steadfastness of
God’s love become a powerful tool in your own personal ministry?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

http://iamsecond.com for an archive of authentic testimonies about the
struggle in the lives of Christians

The Good & Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God Jesus Knows by James
Bryan Smith

Week 3 — Steadfast — Worthy and Qualified


http://iamsecond.com/
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This week, let’s start by reading verses 9-14 of our

Big Idea passage: “For this reason, since the day we heard about
you, we have not stopped praying for you. We
continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the

) Spirit gives' so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord

Colossians

and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good
work, growing in the knowledge of God, *being
1:1-14 strengthened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who
has qualified youto share in the inheritance of his holy
people in the kingdom of light.For he has rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Select anything that speaks to you from above!
Memory yining P Y

Verses
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Activity

Take a look at some of the bolded words in our passage.
Answer these questions using what you learned from the
passage:

1. What have they not stopped doing?
2. Why do we need knowledge of God’s will?
3. How can someone tell that we are pleasing God?

4. If we are strengthened with God’s power, what will
we have?

5. What are we qualified for?
6. What has God rescued us from?

7. What do we ultimately have?

Songs

Hymn: “Blessed Assurance”

“Blessed Assurance” by Elevation Worship

Prayer

Dear God,

Thank you for equipping us with everything we need to be
your children. Thank you for filling us with your Spirit! Help
us to grow in our knowledge about you and in our
relationship with you. We are so thankful that we are
redeemed through you and have forgiveness so that we
may share in your inheritance and live with you forever!
Amen

Challenge

Think about all of the ways we have been equipped to live
a life worthy of the Lord. Think about ways to increase
your knowledge and bear fruit in living for him!




