
 

Prepare the Way 
Preparing for the Lamb 

Date: December 14 

Text: John 1:29-34

 
BIG IDEA 

When John the Baptist sees Jesus approaching, he declares with 

prophetic clarity, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world” (John 1:29). In this moment, John introduces one of the 

most profound and enduring images of Christ’s identity and mission. 

The Lamb of God is not merely a title—it is a theological thread woven 

throughout Scripture, connecting the Passover lamb of Exodus, the 

suffering servant of Isaiah, and the victorious Lamb enthroned in 

Revelation. Jesus is the lamb who was slain, the lamb who bears the 

weight of humanity’s sin, and the lamb who reigns in glory. 

John’s proclamation also carries an invitation—not just to recognize 

Jesus, but to respond to Him. “Behold” is more than a poetic word; it is 

a spiritual posture. It calls us to pause, to perceive, and to prepare our 

hearts for the One who has come to redeem. In Advent, as we 

anticipate Christ’s arrival, we are invited to behold Him anew—not with 

passive observation, but with active reverence and readiness. This 

season is a call to see Jesus clearly and to align our lives with the 

truth of who He is: the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world

 



 

 

Conversation Starter 

● What does it mean to behold something? 

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(John 1:29; Exodus 12) Symbolism of the Exodus and Passover 

narratives permeates John. In John 1, Jesus is introduced as the 

Lamb of God, and in John chs. 18-19, Jesus is sacrificed during the 

Feast of Passover—his death providing deliverance for God’s people 

just as the original passover sacrifice. More than simply a Passover 

lamb, however, Jesus is portrayed as the perfect Passover sacrifice. 

Through the sacrificial lamb, the concept of vicarious sacrifice had 

already been established in Israel. Just as the Jewish people sprinkled 

the blood of the paschal lamb on their doorposts to avert the Lord’s 

judgment and redeem their own sons, the blood of the Lamb of God, 

Jesus Christ was spilled. The redemption that had previously been 

accomplished through sacrificial animals would now be accomplished 

by the death of Jesus. But the blood of Christ achieved a far greater 

good than the redemption of one nation. Jesus made redemption 

possible for all of humanity. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the significance of the Israelites being delivered from 
bondage in Egypt through the Passover lamb? How does this 
parallel Jesus’ role in freeing us from bondage? 



 

2. The Passover narrative of Exodus 12 emphasizes God’s 
judgment on Egypt and his mercy on the Israelites. How does 
Jesus’ sacrifice reconcile these two aspects of God’s character? 

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(John 1:29; Revelation 5) Jesus isn’t simply the slain Passover 

lamb; he is the Lamb who sits upon the throne. In Revelation 5, 

John provides a vision of God’s heavenly throne room, and we 

learn that Jesus is worthy to sit upon the throne because he was 

slain. As the hosts of heaven, along with peoples from every tribe 

and tongue, behold Jesus, they are moved to worship.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Read Revelation 5:9–14.  

a. What do we learn about the lamb from these verses? 

b. What does it mean to “behold”Jesus? 

 

GOING DEEPER 

Christ is first introduced as the lamb of God in 1:29–36, wherein 

John describes Christ as the amnos who takes away the sin of 

the world. The Greek term amnos is found only four times in the 

NT, twice of which are found in this passage. Although amnos is 

not used of the lamb in the plague of the firstborn (Exod 12), other 



 

passages in the Greek OT do use the term in a Passover context. 

In addition to being used of the Passover lamb and other 

sacrificial lambs, amnos is the term used in Isa 53:7 to describe 

the afflicted servant of the Lord who pours himself out for many 

and bears the iniquity of all. Thus, John appears to combine the 

concept of the Passover sacrifice with the figure of the Suffering 

Servant, who functions as a guilt and/or sin offering.  

 

Though the work of the Suffering Servant is expiatory, whether 

the original Passover sacrifice had any atoning value is debated. 

On the surface, the blood of lamb only protected God’s people 

from the plague of the firstborn; it did not cover over or bear away 

sin. Nonetheless, the sacrifice seems to have become associated 

with atonement at some point in the history of Israel. Josephus, 

whose writings are roughly contemporaneous with the Gospel of 

John, indicates that the Passover sacrifice had expiatory value 

even during the original plague (Exod 12), as the blood of the 

lamb purified the homes of the Hebrews when applied.  

 

Either way, John surely intends to link the Passover lamb with the 

work of Christ. The blood of the original Passover sacrifice saves 

God’s people from a plague that would have resulted in death. In 

addition, John merges the function of the Passover sacrifice with 

the sin offering because the atoning work of Christ not only saves 

people from death but restores them to fellowship with God. 

 



 

Yet, the Lamb of God in John 1:29 represents not only a fusion of 

OT concepts, but an escalation. Whereas the threat of death in 

Exodus 12 applies only to the firstborn sons of Israel, all humanity 

is now faced with death—and not just mortal death, but eternal 

death. In response, Jesus both saves people from death and 

eliminates the disease that causes it—sin. As such, Christ is a 

more perfect sacrifice who brings a greater degree of deliverance, 

restoration, and purification.  

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 

"Prepare the Way of the Lord" Sermon Series – Asbury United 

Methodist Church 

This series explores how John the Baptist’s life and message call 

believers to prepare their hearts for Christ’s coming. It connects 

Malachi’s prophecy with Luke’s narrative and emphasizes communal 

readiness and spiritual renewal. 

 

"Pray and Prepare: Advent Lessons From John the Baptist" – Busted 

Halo 

A reflective sermon that highlights John’s humility, boldness, and 

unwavering focus on Jesus. It challenges listeners to embrace Advent 

as a time of spiritual preparation and intercession, just as John did. 

 

John the Baptist: His Birth and Message | Journey Through 

This video walks through John’s prophetic identity and his call to 

“make straight the paths of the Lord.” It’s a great visual companion to 

https://asburylv.org/sermons/prepare-the-way-of-the-lord-sermon-series/
https://asburylv.org/sermons/prepare-the-way-of-the-lord-sermon-series/
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/pray-and-prepare-advent-lessons-from-john-the-baptist
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/pray-and-prepare-advent-lessons-from-john-the-baptist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51hf4UB_vrE


 

the curriculum, emphasizing John’s role in preparing the way for 

Jesus. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY CURRICULUM 
Prepare the Way - Preparing for the Lamb 

John 1:29-34 
 

BIG IDEA 

Last week, we learned that John the Baptist even baptized Jesus. In 

Matthew 3:16-17, we learn that as soon as Jesus was baptized, he came 



 

out of the water and the Spirit of God descended on him like a dove. John 

the Baptist saw this and then heard a voice from heaven that said, “This is 

my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” In John 1:29, Jesus is 

walking toward John the Baptist, who announces Jesus’ arrival, saying, 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (In the King 

James Version of this passage, the word behold is used instead of look.) 

Then, in verses 32-34, John the Baptist retells of what he witnessed after 

the baptism of Jesus and says, “I have seen and I testify that this is God’s 

Chosen One.” 

MEMORY VERSES 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! ~John 1:29 

34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” ~John 1:34 

LESSON/ACTIVITY 

When John the Baptist says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world,” he is announcing and proclaiming to all that Jesus is 

the Messiah. He is our Savior, who, through His death and resurrection, 

provides the way for us to live eternally with Him in heaven.  

In a similar fashion, the Christmas song, “Go Tell it on the Mountain,” is a 

way of announcing and proclaiming that our savior has been born. Look at 

the first verse and chorus of this African-American spiritual: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born. 



 

While shepherds kept their watching 

over silent flocks by night, 

behold throughout the heavens, 

there shone a holy light. 

You can just hear the joy in the singing of this song, announcing the birth of 

the savior. You even see the word behold being used, which just has such a 

wondrous way to proclaim something. Behold the Lamb of God, behold 

throughout the heavens. Next time you introduce someone, try using the 

word behold! 

SONGS 

“Go Tell it on the Mountain,” “Behold Our God” 

PRAYER 

Behold our God! Behold our King! You are the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of the world! Thank you for preparing the way for us to live 

with you forever. We love you, Lord. Amen. 

CHALLENGE 

Invite someone to church with you during Advent. Be like John the Baptist 

and introduce your Savior to others! 

EXTRA 

Consider lighting Advent candles in your home. For this, you will need three 

purple candles, one pink candle, and one white candle. These can be the 

tall taper candles as in a traditional Advent wreath, or you could use 

different heights of pillar candles in another type of display.  

● 1st Sunday of Advent: purple symbolizing hope 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsX3tYbai1Q&list=RDNsX3tYbai1Q&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&start_radio=1


 

● 2nd Sunday of Advent: purple symbolizing peace 

● 3rd Sunday of Advent: pink symbolizing joy 

● 4th Sunday of Advent: purple symbolizing love 

● Christmas Day: white symbolizing Christ and the light he brings to the 

world 

 

 


