
 

Beyond 
Pray to Who?  

Date: January 18, 2026 
Text: Matthew 6:5-14; Isaiah 6:1-8

 
BIG IDEA 

“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name...”​
 These words are familiar—recited in sanctuaries, whispered in 
hospital rooms, spoken around dinner tables. But what do they truly 
mean? What does it mean to begin prayer not with a request, but with 
reverence? 

Jesus opens the Lord’s Prayer by anchoring us in relationship (“Our 
Father”) and in awe (“hallowed be thy name”). He invites us to 
approach God not as a distant deity, but as a loving Father—yet one 
who dwells in heaven, set apart in majesty and holiness. The word 
hallowed means “to make holy,” “to honor as sacred.” It’s not just a 
description—it’s a declaration. In prayer, we begin by recognizing who 
God is: holy, glorious, and worthy of worship. 

This week, we’ll explore the holiness of God—not as a theological 
concept, but as a transformative reality. God’s holiness is not just His 
moral perfection; it’s His otherness, His beauty, His blazing purity that 
draws us in and sets us apart. When we pray “hallowed be thy name,” 
we’re not just saying words—we’re surrendering our hearts. We’re 



 

aligning our lives with His glory. We’re stepping into the mystery of a 
God who is both near and exalted. 

Prayer begins with worship. And worship begins with wonder. 

 

Conversation Starter 

●​ What was something that stood out to you from Sunday’s 
sermon?   

●​ What is your first memory of the Lord’s Prayer?  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Isaiah 6:1-4) Isaiah’s vision begins in a moment of national 
uncertainty—“In the year that King Uzziah died”—yet what he sees is 
not chaos, but sovereignty. The Lord is seated on a throne, high and 
exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. This imagery 
conveys majesty, authority, and divine presence that overwhelms the 
earthly space. Surrounding Him are seraphim, angelic beings who 
cover their faces and feet in reverence, crying out, “Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory.” The repetition of 
“holy” in Hebrew intensifies the meaning, emphasizing that God’s 
holiness is not partial—it is complete, absolute, and foundational to 
His nature. The temple shakes, and smoke fills the room, echoing the 
awe-filled encounters of Moses at Sinai. This is not a tame God. This 



 

is the Holy One whose presence demands reverence and whose glory 
permeates creation. Just as Jesus begins the Lord’s Prayer with 
“hallowed be thy name,” Isaiah’s vision begins with worship—an 
encounter with the holiness of God that reorients everything. Similarly, 
we often take prayer for granted, but remembering the holiness of the 
One we are praying to changes everything. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​Imagine this vision Isaiah saw (AI creates some pretty 
amazing illustrations of this too). Now imagine praying to 
that–how does this change how you approach prayer?  

2.​Why do you think Jesus thought it important to begin prayer 
with reverence and awe?  

3.​How can we honor the holiness of God in our prayers today?  

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(Isaiah 6:5-8) Confronted with God’s holiness, Isaiah doesn’t 
respond with confidence—he responds with confession: “Woe to me! I 
am ruined!” He recognizes his unclean lips and the impurity of his 
people. In the presence of perfect holiness, sin is exposed, and Isaiah 
is undone. Yet God does not leave him in despair. A seraph takes a 
live coal from the altar and touches Isaiah’s mouth, declaring, “Your 
guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” This act of cleansing is 



 

deeply symbolic—it comes from the altar, the place of sacrifice, 
pointing forward to the ultimate atonement in Christ. Only after Isaiah 
is purified does he hear the voice of the Lord asking, “Whom shall I 
send?” and Isaiah responds, “Here am I. Send me.” This 
progression—from awe to repentance to mission—mirrors the 
movement of the Lord’s Prayer. We begin with reverence (“hallowed 
be thy name”), then surrender to God’s will (“thy kingdom come”), and 
ultimately become participants in His work. Isaiah’s encounter reminds 
us that holiness is not just something to admire—it’s something that 
transforms us and sends us. In a world that often treats prayer as 
casual or transactional, Isaiah’s vision calls us back to the sacred: to 
see God rightly, to be changed deeply, and to respond boldly. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​How does the holiness of God bring us to repentance? Have you 
ever experienced a moment where you felt compelled to repent 
before God in light of Who He is?  

2.​How can we have confidence in our prayer life knowing that God 
does not leave us in sin or despair?  

3.​Does your prayer life follow the progression outlined above? 
What steps can we take today to begin stepping into this kind of 
response?  

 



 

GOING DEEPER 

When Jesus teaches His disciples to pray, He doesn’t begin with 
personal needs or worldly concerns. He begins with God’s identity 
and holiness: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name.” This opening line is not just a greeting—it’s a grounding. It 
reminds us who we’re speaking to, and it reorients our hearts 
before we ever ask for anything. 

To say “hallowed be thy name” is to declare that God’s 
name—His character, His reputation, His presence—is sacred. 
The word hallowed means “to make holy” or “to treat as holy.” In 
other words, prayer begins with worship. It begins with awe. It 
begins with the recognition that God is not like us—He is holy, set 
apart, and worthy of reverence. This matters because how we see 
God shapes how we pray. If we approach Him casually, we may 
speak flippantly. If we approach Him reverently, we speak with 
humility, trust, and surrender.This is especially important in a 
culture that often treats prayer as transactional or therapeutic.  

1.​Do you view prayer this way? Explain.  

Jesus reminds us that prayer is first relational and reverential. We 
are not just talking to a cosmic counselor—we are entering the 
presence of the Holy One. And yet, He is our Father. The holiness 
of God doesn’t push us away—it draws us in. Through Christ, we 



 

are invited to approach the throne of grace with confidence, even 
as we bow in awe. 

1.​How does understanding that God is both hallowed and ur 
Father draw us in? What privilege does it bring to be a child 
of the Holy One?  

2.​How do we hallow God’s name today?  

We begin by slowing down. By remembering who He is before 
rushing into what we need. We hallow His name when we worship 
with sincerity, when we speak of Him with honor, when we live in 
a way that reflects His character. We hallow His name when we 
let His holiness shape our priorities, our posture, and our prayers. 

This week, let this line of the Lord’s Prayer be more than a 
phrase—let it be a filter. Before we ask, we adore. Before we 
speak, we surrender. Before we move, we marvel. Because 
prayer doesn’t begin with us—it begins with Him. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Books on the Holiness of God and Prayer 

1.​The Holiness of God by R.C. Sproul​
 A theological classic that explores God’s transcendence, purity, 
and majesty. Sproul unpacks Isaiah 6 and shows how God’s 
holiness should shape our worship, prayer, and daily life. 



 

2.​The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer​
 A deeply devotional work that calls readers to seek God with 
reverence and intimacy. Tozer emphasizes the awe of God’s 
presence and the necessity of spiritual hunger in prayer. 

Videos  

1.​The Lord's Prayer Series: The Holiness of God's Name​
 A sermon that explores the meaning of “hallowed be thy name” 
through Scripture and worship, grounding the Lord’s Prayer in 
reverence and awe. 

2.​The Meaning of Holiness: The Holiness of God with R.C. 
Sproul​
 A powerful teaching that unpacks the mystery and majesty of 
God’s holiness, including reflections on the Lord’s Prayer and 
Isaiah’s vision. 

Devotionals on Holiness and Reverent Prayer 

1.​Devotions about Holiness – Today Daily Devotional​
 A collection of daily reflections that explore holiness through 
Scripture, including themes of purity, reverence, and 
transformation. 

2.​Embracing God's Holiness and the Power of Prayer​
 A multi-day devotional that begins with Isaiah 6 and walks 
through how God’s holiness shapes our identity, prayer life, and 
spiritual growth. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMZuCKa0dcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K96e1tK7eN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K96e1tK7eN4
https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/by-topic/holiness
https://pastors.ai/sermon/embracing-gods-holiness-and-the-power-of-prayer/


 

Activity– P.R.A.Y: Rejoice 

We can often be tempted to view prayer as a list of asks we have for 
God, and that's not entirely wrong! He is a good Father Who wants us 
to come to Him with our needs, fears, and worries. But just as any 
earthly relationship you have can’t be sustained by constant asks or 
requests, your prayer life will never be as full and vibrant as it could be 
if you are not communing with Him as a friend, Father, and perfect 
confidant.  

This week is all about recognizing the holiness of God; His 
sovereignty, goodness, and righteousness. It can be tempting to look 
at the brokenness of this world and think only about the things that are 
wrong or painful, but scripture tells us that God is holy ALL the time 
and that as believers, we can be grateful and filled with joy ALL the 
time too. Expressing gratitude for all that He is and has done is how 
we overcome the sorrow of this life–and science backs this up! Look 
up the psychological effects of gratitude and thanksgiving and you will 
be blown away!  

So, for our prayer activity this week, we will be doing just that! Here 
are two simple ways your group can begin prayerfully expressing 
gratitude:  

Option One:  

1.​Someone open by saying “Lord we are so grateful for your…” 
and everyone goes around and says one characteristic of God 
they are thankful for 



 

2.​Then say a characteristic you are grateful for and how that has 
been shown in your life. Examples: “Lord we are grateful for…”  

a.​Your generosity because you have provided for me and my 
family this season 

b.​Your presence because you have been with me in my 
darkest moments 

c.​ Your power because you have healed things in my life that 
only you can 

3.​Finally, everyone go around and express gratitude for a simple 
everyday thing that they often take for granted. Examples: 
coffee, their favorite tv show, health, a working car etc..  

Option Two:  

If praying out loud things that you’re grateful for sounds intimidating, 
make a game of it! Use the letters of the alphabet, while going around 
a circle, to list off things you are grateful for (make them as simple or 
serious as you want! Example: 

Person 1- Abundance 

Person 2- Breakthrough 

Person 3- Confidence  

 
 

 



 

FAMILY CURRICULUM 
Beyond - Pray to Whom? 

Matthew 6:5-14; Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

BIG IDEA 

This week’s passage found in Isaiah tells of Isaiah’s vision of the Lord 
seated on the throne with the angels praising him, saying, “Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord Almighty.” In Matthew 6, we learn about how Jesus taught his 
disciples to pray in the Lord’s prayer. This prayer doesn’t start with asking 
for things or repenting of sins, but with praise - praise of God Our Father in 
Heaven! Just like the angels were praising the Lord on the throne in Isaiah, 
we, too, are to praise the Lord who is seated on the throne. We will refer 
back to the Lord’s prayer found in Matthew in the coming weeks, so you 
may wish to bookmark the passage in your Bible. 

MEMORY VERSES 

And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;​
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” ~Isaiah 6:3 

LESSON/ACTIVITY 

“Our Father in heaven; hallowed be your name.” The Lord’s prayer begins 
with praise. The word hallowed means sacred or set apart as holy. Look at 
the four verses of the familiar hymn Holy, Holy, Holy. This hymn was written 
around the year 1800. Write down the words/phrases of the different ways 
Reginald Heber used to show praise to the Lord. Consider finding other 



 
praise songs to add to your list of praise words/phrases or add some of 
your own!  

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!​
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.​

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!​
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
2. Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee,​

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea.​
Cherubim and seraphim, falling down before thee,​

Who was and is and evermore shall be.​
 

3. Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide thee,​
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,​

Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,​
Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.​

 
4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!​

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea;​
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!​
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 

 
SONGS 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” and “Holy Forever” 

PRAYER 

Holy, Holy, Holy - Lord God Almighty, We praise your Name! You are Holy 
Forever! We are in awe of your creativity, your strength, your wisdom, and 
most of all your love. We come before you today with praise in our mouths 
and worship in our hearts! Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzM9P_Gqw-s&list=RDzzM9P_Gqw-s&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkHgxKemCRk&list=RDIkHgxKemCRk&start_radio=1


 

CHALLENGE 

For each of the six weeks, take some time to locate the Prayer Walls in the 
elementary Sunday School hallway. There are many prayer activities that 
can be added to your toolkit to help build your praying skills! This week, pay 
close attention to the boards with the beginning of the Lord’s prayer and the 
one with the names of God - take time to worship Him! 

 
 
 
 


