Beyond
The Power of Prayer
Date: February 8, 2026
Text: Matthew 6:5-14; Job 42:7-17

BIG IDEA

“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against

us.

These words are tender and terrifying. They ask for mercy—and they
demand it. In this line of the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus links our experience
of God’s forgiveness with our willingness to extend it to others. It's not
a transaction—it’s transformation. To pray “forgive us our trespasses”
is to admit that we’ve missed the mark. We've sinned. We've
wandered. And yet, we come not in shame, but in trust—believing that
God is gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in love. Forgiveness is
not earned—it’s received. It's the gift that restores relationship and
renews identity.

But Jesus doesn’t stop there. He calls us to forgive as we have been
forgiven. That's the hard part. Forgiveness is costly. It means
releasing resentment, surrendering the right to retaliate, and choosing
grace over bitterness. It's not forgetting—it’s freeing. And it’s not
optional—it’s essential. Because when we withhold forgiveness, we
block the flow of grace in our own lives.



This week, we’ll explore the holiness of forgiveness—not as
weakness, but as spiritual strength. We'll look at how God’s mercy
shapes our hearts, our relationships, and our witness. Because when
we pray “as we forgive those who trespass against us,” we're not just
asking for healing—we’re becoming conduits of it.

Conversation Starter

e \What was something that stood out to you from Sunday’s
sermon?

COMMENTARY #1

(Job 42:7-10) After enduring immense suffering and unjust
accusations from his friends, Job reaches a pivotal moment. In Job
42:7-9, God rebukes Eliphaz and the others for speaking falsely about
Him, and He instructs them to offer sacrifices—but He also tells them
that Job must pray for them. This is profound. Job, the one who was
wronged, is asked to intercede for those who wounded him. And he
does. Verse 10 says, “After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord
restored his fortunes and gave him twice as much as he had before.”
The timing is intentional: restoration follows forgiveness.

This mirrors the heart of the Lord’s Prayer—“Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Forgiveness



is not just a moral duty; it's a spiritual gateway. It's a transferring of
responsibility to God, not merely acting as if wrong didn’t occur. And it
is a process! Job’s willingness to release bitterness and pray for his
offenders becomes the turning point for his healing; God wasn't letting
Job’s friends off the hook, but He was much more concerned with
Job’s heart. In forgiving, Job aligns himself with God’s mercy, and that
posture opens the door for blessing. For us today, this passage
reminds us that forgiveness is not weakness—it’s obedience. It’s the
soil in which restoration grows.

Discussion Questions

1. How does it make you view forgiveness differently knowing
that it is a transferring of responsibility to God? Like saying “I
trust God to punish or forgive as He sees fit and it is not
mine to carry anymore.”

2. How does it make you view forgiveness when praying to
God “forgive me as | forgive others?”

3. How did Jesus model forgiveness on the cross?

4. What does it mean that forgiveness is a process?

COMMENTARY #2



(Job 42:11-17) Following Job’s act of forgiveness, the narrative shifts
dramatically. His family returns, his wealth is doubled, and his life is
extended. Verse 12 declares, “The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s
life more than the former.” This isn’t just material reward—it’s
relational and spiritual renewal. Job receives comfort, companionship,
and legacy. He names his daughters with words that reflect beauty
and dignity, signaling a new chapter of grace.

This blessing is not detached from forgiveness—it flows from it. When
Jesus teaches us to pray “as we forgive those who trespass against
us,” He’s inviting us into a rhythm of grace: receiving mercy and
extending it. Job’s story shows that forgiveness is not the end—it’s the
beginning. It clears the path for reconciliation, renewal, and divine
favor. In ministry and in life, this truth is vital: when we forgive, we
make space for God to restore what was lost and even multiply what
was broken.

Discussion Questions

1. Does this story above guarantee that forgiveness brings wealth?
What does it promise?

2. What does it mean that the Lord’s Prayer invites us into a rhythm
of receiving mercy and giving it?

3. What are some practical steps you can take today to begin to
surrender any unforgiveness in your heart?



GOING DEEPER

Forgiveness is rarely instant. It's a journey—one that often begins in
pain, passes through surrender, and leads to healing. In Job 42, we
see this clearly. Job’s friends had misrepresented God and wounded
Job with their words. Yet God calls Job not to retaliate, but to pray for
them. And it’s after Job forgives that restoration begins: “The Lord
restored his fortunes after he had prayed for his friends.” (Job 42:10)

This mirrors the rhythm of the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Jesus
doesn’t separate receiving forgiveness from extending it. The two are
intertwined. Forgiveness is not just a moral obligation—it’s a spiritual
release. It frees us from bitterness and opens the door for God’s
healing work.

Job’s story reminds us that forgiveness doesn’t mean forgetting or
minimizing the hurt. It means entrusting justice to God and choosing
grace over resentment. It's a process that may begin with obedience
and end in blessing.

1. Why do you think God waited to restore Job until after he prayed
for his friends? What does this reveal about the spiritual power of
forgiveness?

2. How does the line “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive...”
challenge our understanding of grace and justice? What does it
ask of us emotionally and spiritually?



3. In what ways can forgiveness be a process rather than a
moment? What helps you move from hurt to healing?

4. How might extending forgiveness—especially when it's
difficult—create space for God'’s restoration in your life or
ministry?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Books on Forgiveness and Restoration

1. The Strange Way God Arranges to Forgive by John Piper
This article-style reflection (available on Desiring God) explores
the surprising dynamics of forgiveness in Job 42, where Job’s
intercession becomes the key to his friends’ restoration.

2. Restored and Blessed: The Transformative Power of Prayer and
Forgiveness
This devotional-style article from bgodinspired.com walks
through Job’s journey of suffering, forgiveness, and double
blessing.

Devotionals on Job’s Forgiveness and the Lord’s Prayer

1. Forgiveness and Prayer (Job 42:9) — Ray Stedman Ministries
This devotional highlights the spiritual weight of Job’s
intercession and how God required it for his friends’ forgiveness.



https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-strange-way-god-arranges-to-forgive
https://bgodinspired.com/index.php/articles/restored-and-blessed-the-transformative-power-of-prayer-and-forgiveness/
https://www.raystedman.org/daily-devotions/job/forgiveness-and-prayer

It's a beautiful parallel to the Lord’s Prayer’s call to forgive as
we’ve been forgiven.

2. God Restores: A Daily Devotional (Job 42:12) — | Stand In The
Gap
This reflection emphasizes God’s faithfulness to restore after
forgiveness and obedience, showing how Job’s story mirrors the
grace embedded in the Lord’s Prayer.

Videos on Forgiveness in Job and the Lord’s Prayer

1. The Lord's Prayer: Forgive Us as We Forgive
This video explores the joy and challenge of forgiveness,
helping viewers understand how the Lord’s Prayer calls us into a
rhythm of grace and release.

2. Forgiveness Has a Source | The Lord's Prayer Pt 7 | EPQ71
A rich teaching that unpacks why forgiveness is central to the
Lord’s Prayer and how it reflects God’s heart—perfect for
connecting to Job’s intercession and restoration.

Activity— Praying through Scripture

Need Bible verses printed out and laid on table or participants can
look up selected verses

Everyone selects one


https://www.istandinthegap.com/god-restores-a-daily-devotional-job-4212/
https://www.istandinthegap.com/god-restores-a-daily-devotional-job-4212/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEUjL-E9mh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYBVGM464kU

Go around a circle and pray the verse you have! If you have never
prayed out aloud before, or find it uncomfortable, don’t worry—you only
need to say the words of the verse! If you are comfortable, don’t be
afraid to personalize the verse or pray how the Lord leads. Here is a
list of some verses:

Proverbs 3:5-6

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.”

Luke 22:42
"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will,
but yours be done."

Psalm 37:5
"Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this."”

Philippians 4.6—7

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."

|saiah 40:31
"But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weatry,



they will walk and not be faint."

e Psalm 46:10
"He says, ‘Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalted
among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.’

e James 1.5
"If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you."

e Psalm 119:105
"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."



FAMILY CURRICULUM
Beyond - The Power of Prayer
Matthew 6:5-14; Job 42:7-17

BIG IDEA

If you are unfamiliar with the book of Job (pronounced with a long o,
rhymes with robe), you can watch a brief summary in this video from the
Bible Project: Book of Job Summary: A Complete Animated Overview -
YouTube or RightNow Media:Job

As you can see, Job endured a great deal of suffering and his friends
misrepresented God and accused Job of doing something to deserve the
things that were happening to him. God was angry with Job’s friends and
required that Job pray for them so he would not punish them for their words
and actions. This mirrors this week’s portion of the Lord’s Prayer that we
will be reading - “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors.” The word debts in this instance refers to sins. (You may also hear
Forgive us our trespasses. . ., which means the same thing.) We are called
to forgive just as we are given forgiveness by God.

MEMORY VERSES

My servant Job will pray for you, and | will accept his prayer and not deal with you
according to your folly. You have not spoken the truth about me, as my servant
Job has.” ~Job 42:8b


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQwnH8th_fs&t=544s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQwnH8th_fs&t=544s
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/player/video/220752?session=220752&position=0

LESSON/ACTIVITY

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” Sometimes
we need to ask for forgiveness. For example, if we said or did something to
someone that was not right, we can ask for their forgiveness and we can
also ask for God’s forgiveness. There are other times when we need to
forgive. Sometimes the person that did something to us will ask for our
forgiveness, but sometimes they will not and we can forgive them even if
they are not aware that we are doing so. Think about the feelings that come
when we need to ask for forgiveness or forgive. We could be angry, sad,
sorry, or upset. Write these words and others that you can think of on a
white board (or a piece of paper with a pencil if a whiteboard is not
available). Then erase each word - one by one. This is what happens with
forgiveness. The uncomfortable feelings are erased away and you are left
with a feeling of peace!

SONGS

“Amazinqg Grace” and “His Mercy is More”

PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, We know that our sins are many, but we are
thankful that your mercy is more. We fall short, but know that if we come to
you with repentance, you forgive. Help us to in turn forgive others. Thank
you for allowing us to be a part of your redemption plan. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_NEdUSdrGg&list=RDb_NEdUSdrGg&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1GiZL60c80&list=RDI1GiZL60c80&start_radio=1

CHALLENGE

For each of the six weeks, take some time to locate the Prayer Walls in the
elementary Sunday School hallway. There are many prayer activities that
can be added to your toolkit to help build your praying skills! This week, pay
close attention to the board with the heading, Forgive us our trespasses.



