Beyond
His Presence in Prayer
Date: February 15, 2026
Text: Matthew 6:5-14; Daniel 6:1-28

BIG IDEA

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

This final petition in the Lord’s Prayer is raw and real. It acknowledges
that the world is broken, temptation is near, and evil is not
abstract—it’s active. Jesus doesn’t teach us to ignore this reality. He
teaches us to pray through it.

To say “lead us not into temptation” is to ask for guidance, protection,
and discernment. It's a prayer of humility—recognizing that we are
vulnerable and in need of a Shepherd. But it’s also a prayer of
confidence. Because in Christ, we are not left to navigate this world
alone. We have all that we need: His Spirit within us, His Word before
us, and His victory behind us.

When we pray “deliver us from evil,” we’re not just asking for
escape—we’re declaring that evil does not have the final word. Jesus
has overcome the world. His resurrection is our rescue. His presence
is our protection. Even in the wilderness, even in the valley, even in
the fire—we are not forsaken.



This week, we’ll explore what it means to live with spiritual resilience.
Not by our own strength, but by the sufficiency of Christ. We'll look at
how prayer anchors us in truth, equips us for battle, and reminds us
that we are held, guarded, and delivered—day by day, moment by
moment.

Because in a broken world, we don'’t just survive—we stand. And we
stand in Him.

Conversation Starter

e \What was something that stood out to you from Sunday’s
sermon?

e What line in the Lord’s Prayer has stuck with you the most
throughout this series? Why?

COMMENTARY #1

(Daniel 6:1-10) Daniel’s story begins not in the lions’ den, but in a
test of loyalty. When King Darius is manipulated into signing a decree
that forbids prayer to anyone but himself, Daniel is faced with a
choice: compromise or remain faithful. The temptation is subtle—just
thirty days of silence, just a pause in devotion. But Daniel refuses. He
continues to pray, just as he always had, with windows open toward
Jerusalem. His obedience is quiet but courageous.



This moment reflects the heart of the Lord’s Prayer: “Lead us not into
temptation.” Daniel’s life shows that temptation often comes dressed
as convenience or self-preservation. But he chooses faithfulness over
fear. His resistance is not rooted in pride—it’s rooted in trust. He
knows that God is sovereign, even when the law is unjust. For us
today, Daniel’s example reminds us that temptation is not just about
sin—it’s about surrender. And when we pray “lead us not into
temptation,” we're asking for the strength to remain faithful, even when
compromise feels easier.

Discussion Questions

1. In what ways are we tempted to choose self-preservation over
faithfulness?

2. What does it mean that temptation is not just about sin but about
surrender?

3. What are some practical tools God gives us to remain faithful
even when compromise seems easier?

4. How does prayer help with temptation?

COMMENTARY #2

(Daniel 6:11-28) Daniel’'s punishment is swift—he’s thrown into the
lions’ den. But the story doesn’t end in fear; it ends in deliverance.
God sends an angel to shut the lions’ mouths, and Daniel emerges



unharmed. His testimony is clear: “My God sent his angel, and he shut
the mouths of the lions.” Evil did not prevail. God did. The lions’ den
becomes a place of divine intervention, and Daniel’s faith becomes a
witness to the king and the kingdom.

This is the embodiment of “deliver us from evil.” Daniel’s story points
forward to Christ, who faced the ultimate evil—sin, death, and the
grave—and overcame it. Just as Daniel was lifted from the pit, Jesus
rose from the tomb. And because of Him, we too are delivered. Evil
may surround us, but it cannot consume us. When we pray “deliver us
from evil,” we’re not asking to avoid hardship—we’re asking to be
sustained through it. Daniel’s story assures us that God is not absent
in the den—He is active, present, and powerful.

Discussion Questions

1. In what ways do you feel like you're in the den of lions
today?

2. What does it mean that “deliver us from evil,” is not a prayer for
comfort but a prayer for strength and provision?

3. What “evils” has the Lord delivered you from already?

4. What are some temptations or evils you are praying for
deliverance?




GOING DEEPER

Daniel’s story doesn’t promise a life free from danger—it promises that
God is present in it. The lions’ den was not a punishment for
wrongdoing but a consequence of righteousness. Daniel’s refusal to
compromise in prayer led him into a pit—but it also led him into a
miracle. This is the paradox of faith: obedience may invite hardship,
but it also invites divine intervention.

When Jesus teaches us to pray “deliver us from evil,” He’s not
suggesting we’ll avoid every threat. He's reminding us that evil doesn’t
have the final word. Daniel’s deliverance points forward to Christ, who
entered the grave and emerged victorious. Because of Him, we don’t
just endure—we overcome. Even in a broken world, our victory is
secure. The lions may roar, but they cannot devour what God protects.

1. How does Daniel’s story challenge the idea that obedience
always leads to comfort? What does it teach us about trusting
God in risky faithfulness?

2. What does “deliver us from evil” look like in real life? Can you
think of a time when God protected you in a way that wasn’t
immediate escape but deeper endurance?

3. How can we cultivate the kind of spiritual resilience Daniel
had—especially when culture or circumstances pressure us to
compromise?



4. In what ways does Christ’s victory over death shape how we
interpret danger, injustice, or spiritual attack today? How does it
empower our prayers for deliverance?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Books on Daniel and Deliverance

1. Prophets and Kings by Ellen G. White — Chapter 44: In the
Lions’ Den
This classic work offers a rich narrative and theological reflection
on Daniel’s unwavering faith and God’s miraculous deliverance.
It emphasizes spiritual integrity under pressure and the triumph
of divine protection. Read Chapter 44

2. Saved from the Lions by William R. Shively (PastorLife Sermon
Resource)
Though sermon-based, this resource reads like a devotional
book, unpacking Daniel 6 with practical insights on trust, prayer,
and God’s power to deliver. It's especially helpful for teaching or
preaching contexts. Explore the sermon

Devotionals on Daniel and Deliverance

1. Rescue in the Lion’s Den: A Testament of Faith — Bible Art
Devotional
This devotional centers on Daniel 6:27 and highlights God’s role


https://www.ellenwhite.info/books/bk-pk-45.htm
https://pastorlife.com/saved-from-the-lions/
https://bible.art/devotional/daniel-6:27
https://bible.art/devotional/daniel-6:27

as deliverer. It's a powerful reflection on trusting God in hostile
environments and praying for protection from evil.
2. Faith and Deliverance: Lessons from Daniel’s Lion’s Den —

Pastors.ai

A multi-day devotional that explores Daniel’s courage, God’s
sovereignty, and the spiritual implications of trusting God to
deliver us from evil—even when the outcome is uncertain.

Videos on Daniel and Deliverance from Evil

1. Daniel's Deliverance from the Lions' Den - new
Pastor Scott Ardavanis walks through Daniel 6:14-28,
emphasizing God’s faithfulness and the spiritual strength Daniel
displayed. This sermon is ideal for understanding how divine
deliverance unfolds in real time.

2. Daniel's Deliverance | Dan. 6:16-28 | Michael Chalmers
This teaching connects Daniel’s rescue to broader themes of
mercy, justice, and spiritual warfare—perfect for tying into the
Lord’s Prayer and the reality of evil in the world.

Activity— Group Lectio Divina: Psalm 23

We are going to bring back Lectio Divina from week 1 as we pray
through Psalm 23 together! This is a great tool to use for when we are
uncomfortable praying in front of others because Scripture gives us


https://pastors.ai/sermon/faith-and-deliverance-lessons-from-daniels-lions-den/
https://pastors.ai/sermon/faith-and-deliverance-lessons-from-daniels-lions-den/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEWxMbB3oy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXS9HendVB8

exactly what we need to say. This practice also helps us when we
don’t know what to pray or what God is saying to us.

1. Opening

e Gather the group in a quiet space.
e Begin with a short prayer inviting the Holy Spirit: “Come, Holy
Spirit, open our hearts to Your Word and guide us as we listen.”

2. First Reading — Lectio (Reading)

e One person reads Psalm 23 slowly and clearly.

e After the reading, pause for 1-2 minutes of silence.
e |nvite participants to share:

o What word or phrase stood out to you?
o No explanations yet—just the word or phrase.

3. Second Reading — Meditatio (Meditation)

A different person reads the psalm again.
Pause for 2-3 minutes of silence.
e [nvite reflection:

o Why do you think this word or phrase spoke to you?
o What might God be saying to you through it?
e Allow participants to share briefly.



4. Third Reading — Oratio (Prayer)

e Read the psalm a third time.

e After a short silence, invite participants to pray aloud (or silently):
o Respond to God with your own words—thanksgiving,
petition, or simply resting in His presence.

5. Contemplatio (Contemplation)

e Sit together in silence for 3—5 minutes.

e Encourage everyone to simply be with God—no words, just
openness.

e Optional: play soft instrumental music.

6. Closing & Actio (Action)

e |nvite each person to share:

o What is one action or attitude you will carry into your day
from this time of prayer?
e Close with a prayer of thanksgiving: “Lord, thank You for being
our Shepherd. Help us to walk in Your peace and trust.”



FAMILY CURRICULUM
Beyond - His Presence in Prayer
Matthew 6:5-14; Daniel 6:1-28

BIG IDEA

This week we are focusing on the phrase, “Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.” When we say these words, we are asking for God’s
protection from evil and asking him to guide us in our lives so we are not
overtaken by temptation. When we look at the story of Daniel in the lion’s
den (Right Now Media: Daniel and the Scary Sleepover). King Darius
required that everyone pray to only him. This left Daniel in a dilemma.
However, Daniel remained faithful to God and prayed to him. Once the
leaders learned of this, Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den. Guess what?
God was with Daniel and protected him and he came out of the den
unharmed. After King Darius learned of this, he issued a decree that all
were to fear and revere the God of Daniel. This example of faithfulness
shows us the power of God'’s presence.

MEMORY VERSES

26 “| issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel.

“For he is the living God and he endures forever;
his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.

27He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wondersin the heavens
and on the earth.
He has rescued Danielfrom the power of the lions.” ~Daniel 6:26-27


https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/player/video/895693?session=896806&position=0

LESSON/ACTIVITY

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Daniel was not
tempted to put his dedication to the Lord on hold. He chose to continue to
pray to his God, even when there could have been fear of great
punishment. When you are tempted to do something or say something that
you know is wrong, stop yourself!l When faced with choices, choose what is
right. Print and complete this maze to remind you that when you come to a
fork in the road - where you have to make a turn - stay on the path that
leads you to God! Start at the arrow and stay on God'’s path!
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God’s Path



SONGS

‘I Need Thee Every Hour” and “That’s Who | Praise”
PRAYER

Heavenly Father, You are the Light that illuminates our path. Thank you for
leading us in your way. Help us, O Lord, to walk on your path and to stay on
it! When we feel tempted to stray, help us to remain faithful. Guide us,
protect us, and help us to do your will. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

CHALLENGE

For each of the six weeks, take some time to locate the Prayer Walls in the
elementary Sunday School hallway. There are many prayer activities that
can be added to your toolkit to help build your praying skills! This week, pay
close attention to the board with the title Lead Us Not Into Temptation!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qJ4jlKeT4w&list=RD8qJ4jlKeT4w&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyHOjTqXThE&list=RDcyHOjTqXThE&start_radio=1
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