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BIG IDEA 

In the opening pages of Scripture, we see that our story begins 
not with sin but with love. Genesis 1 shows a God who forms the 
world with care and creates humanity in His image—crafted with 
intention, dignity, and delight. We were made to reflect His 
goodness and to live in perfect relationship with Him. Even when 
Genesis 3 reveals humanity’s fall, it does not change God’s heart 
toward us. From the moment brokenness enters the world, God 
initiates a redemptive plan to restore what was lost and to reclaim 
what He lovingly made. 
 
Hebrews 2 shows that God’s plan was not distant or 
theoretical—He came Himself. Jesus stepped into our humanity, 
taking on our weakness and walking in our suffering so He could 
bring us back to the life we were created to experience. This is 
where Lent begins: with the truth that from creation to the cross, 
God has been moving toward us in steadfast love. We are His 
beloved—and the rest of this curriculum will explore how that truth 
shapes our identity, our story, and our journey with Christ. 

 



 

Conversation Starter 

●​ Is Lent something you have grown up participating in? Is it new 
to you? Have you ever participated in Lent?  

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Genesis 1) “In the beginning, God created…” the opening lines 
of scripture hold so much promise. Everything we are, all that we 
have, anything we will ever experience is held in the hands of a 
Creator God Who loves us. This chapter reveals a deliberate 
rhythm—God first shapes creation and then fills it—highlighting 
His wisdom and intentionality. Unlike ancient creation myths filled 
with chaos and conflict, Genesis shows a God who creates 
effortlessly and lovingly, speaking and breathing life into 
existence.  

Humanity is then created in His image as the pinnacle of His 
work, bearing unique dignity and entrusted with stewardship over 
creation. Everything God makes is declared “good,” culminating in 
“very good,” showing that the world begins not in brokenness but 
in blessing. This is our origin story: created out of God’s abundant 
love to experience His abundant love.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​Why do you think God made the world?  



 

2.​What does your heart most long for from the “very good” 
original design?  

3.​Is creation good?  

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(Genesis 3)  But Genesis 3 shows how quickly that goodness was 
fractured. The serpent twists God’s words and plants doubt about His 
character, leading humanity to reach for autonomy rather than trust. 
Instead of freedom, their disobedience brings shame, fear, and the 
unraveling of the harmony God intended. Yet even in judgment, God’s 
mercy shines through. He seeks out His hiding children, covers their 
shame, and speaks the first promise of redemption—the assurance 
that an offspring would one day crush the serpent and undo the 
damage of sin. Our story does not stay in the fall; even here, love is 
already at work, setting in motion the plan that will lead all the way to 
Christ. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​Why did God put the tree in the garden to begin with?  

2.​In what areas of your life are you prone to reach for autonomy 
rather than trust?  

3.​What does it say about the character of God that He instantly 
lays out His redemptive plan?  



 

 

COMMENTARY #3 

(Hebrews 2)  But the story doesn’t end in the garden. Hebrews 2 
shows us how God’s promise of redemption begins to take 
shape—not from afar, but through His own Son stepping into our 
humanity. Jesus does not remain distant from the world broken by sin; 
He enters it fully. He becomes like us in every way, taking on flesh and 
blood so He can stand where we fell and break the power of the one 
who held us in fear. Hebrews 2 reminds us that He calls us brothers 
and sisters—not with reluctance, but with joy—because His mission is 
rooted in love. Christ’s suffering is not accidental or forced; it is the 
willing obedience of the One who came to restore the glory and 
fellowship we lost in the garden. Where Genesis 3 exposes the depth 
of our need, Hebrews 2 reveals the depth of God’s response: a Savior 
who draws near, shares our life, defeats our enemy, and brings many 
sons and daughters back to God. This is the heart of 
Lent—remembering that from creation to the cross, we have always 
been and will always be His beloved. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​What does it say about God’s character that He took the cost of 
our redemption upon Himself?  

2.​This passage shows us the willingness of Jesus to sacrifice all 
for us. How does it shape your perspective knowing He was not 
reluctant or bitter about our need for redemption?  



 

3.​What does it mean that we are His beloved both before and after 
redemption? Is that true?  

 

GOING DEEPER 

When we look closely at Genesis 1, Genesis 3, and Hebrews 2 
together, we begin to see the full sweep of the biblical story—creation, 
fall, and redemption—all beautifully woven together by the constant 
thread of God’s love. Genesis 1 stands apart from other ancient Near 
Eastern creation accounts of Israel’s day, which often depicted 
humanity as an afterthought or as slaves created to lighten the gods’ 
workload. In contrast, the biblical narrative presents a God who 
creates humans as His crowning creation, made in His image, to love 
and be loved by Him. This sets the foundation for a worldview in which 
every human being carries inherent worth.  

1.​How does our creation in the image of God give us inherent 
worth? What does any other worldview provide as a foundation 
for the sanctity of life?  

Genesis 3 crashes into the perfect serenity of God’s creation as the 
first echoes of temptation reverberate through the garden. In one 
moment, humanity falters and chooses the one thing that separates us 
from God’s love–sin. Sin does not stop God’s love, rather, it hinders 
our ability to receive and experience it because God cannot dwell in 
the presence of sin. The serpent’s strategy of twisting God’s words 
and character reflects a common ancient pattern of spiritual deception; 
a pattern the enemy still uses today.  



 

“But is God really good? Look at this circumstance?”   
“Does God really care? Why do you feel like this?”  
“Is God even real? I mean, look at what you’re facing.”  
 
And too often, we too rely on our own understanding, our own sight, 
and forget the God Who has never failed us. Yet, though the serpent 
thought he had won, God’s love is proven victorious again. Where sin 
separates, God once again begins paving the road to redemption, to 
relationship. In the moments where sin and shame tried to stake their 
claim on the hearts of man, God spoke a promise. One day, salvation 
would come.  
 

1.​What does it mean that sin does not stop God’s love but hinders 
our ability to receive and experience it?  

 
Hebrews 2 reveals that this promise finds fulfillment in Jesus, who 
enters our broken story not as a distant hero but as a near and 
present Savior taking on real flesh and blood. In the Greco-Roman 
world, gods were thought too elevated to suffer or enter human 
weakness, yet the New Testament proclaims the opposite: the Son 
willingly becomes fully human so He can redeem humanity from the 
inside out. By sharing our suffering and conquering death, Jesus 
restores the glory and purpose we lost in the fall. Taken together, 
these passages show that our story begins in love, is pursued through 
love, and is ultimately restored by love—a God who creates, seeks, 
and saves because we are His beloved. 

1.​How does it shape your perspective knowing that love not 
judgement is the motivating factor for God?  



 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

BEMA Podcast- Genesis 1 Account  

Dr. David Jeremiah- "Does God Love You?"- Sermon on the Love of 
God 

 

Activity  

Practice the “P.-Pause” we learned in our Beyond Series and ask God 
this simple question:  
 
“God, what do you like about me?” Sit in silence for a few minutes and 
encourage members to journal or right down if they hear anything. 
Encourage them that if they didn’t hear just now, that's ok. Pose this 
question to God every day this week and wait for His response–He is 
faithful to answer when we wait on Him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=sermons+on+love+of+god&&mid=89E117250A0300A3A19889E117250A0300A3A198&FORM=VRDGAR


 

FAMILY CURRICULUM 
Beloved - Creation 

Genesis 1 and 3; Hebrews 2 
 

BIG IDEA 

For the next 6 weeks, during Lent, we will be focusing on God’s love for us! 
What is Lent? Lent is the 40 weekdays that lead up to Easter. It begins on 
Ash Wednesday (this year on February 18th). Lent is a time of spiritual 
renewal - a time to focus on prayer and studying the Word. In this first 
lesson, we will look at the story of redemption - the creation, the fall, and 
redemption. The Bible begins in Genesis with God creating all things and 
declaring them good. However, it doesn’t take long (only until chapter 3), 
when this perfect plan takes a turn. In chapter 3, Adam and Eve eat from 
the tree that was forbidden, and this is called the Fall. The rest of the bible 
is the story of redemption, or the restoring of the relationship between God 
and man. God redeems his people by sending his Son to the cross. Jesus 
paid the price of sin so that we would not have to and so we can have 
eternal life with Him. God sure does love us!  

MEMORY VERSES 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. ~Genesis 1:27 

And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing 
good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also 
from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” ~Genesis 3:22 

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for 
whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of 
their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who 



 
makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. 
So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.’ Hebrews 
2:10-11 

LESSON/ACTIVITY 

Let’s make a “Beloved Chain!” Cut construction paper or other paper that 
you have at home into 1 inch strips. Keep the strips of paper somewhere 
central in your home where you can access them for the next several 
weeks. Each time you notice someone showing love to another or any time 
that you witness the love of God, write it down on a strip. Create a circle 
with the strip and staple or tape it into a loop. When adding on a second 
link, after you have written on the paper, put it through the first circle and 
then connect it using a staple or tape. As you add links, your chain will get 
longer and longer. Feel free to continue this through all of the weeks we are 
learning about God’s love. (Some ideas of what to include on a strip could 
be sharing a toy, giving a hug, listening to concerns, and even things in 
nature like budding flowers or warm sunshine.) 
 
SONGS 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns” and “All Hail King Jesus” 
 
PRAYER 

Dear Lord, You are so creative! When we think of all that you created, we 
are in awe! We that we fall short of what you intended when you created 
us. Thank you for still loving us anyway and for making for us a way to be 
redeemed. Help us to show your love to others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

CHALLENGE 

Take a walk in God’s creation and look at his creativity! This is a perfect 
activity as spring is coming! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiJYgC_6AFc&list=RDFiJYgC_6AFc&start_radio=1
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=all+hail+king+jesus&&mid=549C893D93FB10616668549C893D93FB10616668&mcid=6176FF2FA54A46B395BAC58C16C9FA6E&FORM=VRDGAR

