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BIG IDEA

As Jesus enters His final hours before the cross, He does something
no one expects: the King kneels. In John 13:1-17, Jesus—fully aware
of His authority, His identity, and His mission—chooses to take the
posture of a servant and wash the feet of His disciples. This moment
isn’t simply an act of kindness; it is a living picture of the gospel itself.
Jesus shows that true greatness is not found in being served, but in
serving others with humility, sacrifice, and love. His actions reveal a
God who stoops low to lift people up, a Savior who meets us in the
mess and calls us to do the same. Through this powerful example,
Jesus invites His followers to adopt His mindset, to lay down pride,
and to love in ways that cost us something. When we follow His
example of humble service, we reflect His heart to the world and
participate in the kind of kingdom life that transforms communities one

small act at a time.

This week, we will look at how our Savior chose servanthood, giving
up His rightful glory, because He so loves us. How will we respond to
this great love?
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Conversation Starter

e What does it mean to you that Christ didn’t demand power or
position but that He lowered Himself to serve others?

COMMENTARY #1

(John 13:1-5) John opens this moment by pulling back the curtain on
Jesus'’ inner life. “Jesus knew that His hour had come.” The “hour”
refers to His approaching death, resurrection, and return to the Father.
Rather than shrinking back from the cross, Jesus moves forward with
full clarity and purpose. This moment of service was not done when
everything was convenient or when Jesus was feeling His best, it was
done when He was facing the agony of the cross. John highlights
Jesus’ motive behind everything that He does here: love. Jesus “loved
His own... to the end,” meaning to the fullest extent, completely,
faithfully, and sacrificially. Even in the face of betrayal, abandonment,

and suffering, love drives His actions.

With all of this in mind, Jesus does something shocking. He rises from
the meal and begins washing His disciples’ feet. Each movement
echoes the posture of a household servant. This passage notes the
contrast: the One who “knew the Father had given all things into His
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hands” now uses those hands to wash dirty feet. This is not a loss of
status; it is a revelation of God’s character. In Jesus, ultimate authority
and ultimate humility coexist perfectly.

Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean to you that Christ didn’t choose the most
convenient time to serve but even at His lowest, He still
chose to serve?

2. Consider that last line. Do authority and humility coexist in
our world? Should they?

3. Why does Jesus model this kind of leadership?

COMMENTARY #2

(John 13:6-11) Peter protests as Jesus kneels to wash his feet.
In Peter’s mind, Jesus is the Master; Masters do not wash feet.
His reaction is culturally understandable but spiritually misaligned.
Peter tries to set the terms for how Jesus should be Lord — but
Jesus insists that if Peter will not receive this act, he “has no part
with Me.” In other words, to belong to Jesus is to accept both His
cleansing and His way of humility.

Jesus’ words carry a double meaning. On the surface, He is
talking about literal washing. But spiritually, He is pointing toward
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the deeper cleansing He will accomplish through His death.
Those who trust in Jesus are “clean” — fully forgiven — yet still
need ongoing daily cleansing from sin’s influence, symbolized by
the washing of feet. Judas is included in this scene to emphasize
the layers of contrast. Jesus washes the feet of the very one who
will betray Him, showing that His love is not withdrawn even from
those who reject Him. This adds weight to the coming command
to “love one another as | have loved you.” The example Jesus
sets is not selective service, but radical, undeserved kindness.

Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean that to belong to Jesus is to accept both His
cleansing and His way of doing it? Do you ever try to control how
Jesus operates in your life?

2. How are we continually “cleansed” or sanctified in our faith
journeys?

3. What is one way you can show radical, undeserved kindness this
week?

COMMENTARY #3

(John 13:12-17) After completing the foot washing, Jesus
interprets His own actions: this was not simply a lesson in
hospitality or courtesy — it was a model for kingdom living. “/
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have set you an example,” He says, “that you should do as | have
done for you.”

The call is not to perform the exact ritual, but to adopt the same
posture: a willing, humble readiness to meet needs that others
might overlook. Jesus’ logic is clear: if the greatest One has
stooped low, His followers can never cling to status, pride, or
entitlement. In His kingdom, greatness is measured not by
authority but by service. Jesus ends with a promise: “If you know
these things, blessed are you if you do them.” The blessing is not
in learning the lesson but in practicing it.

Discussion Questions

1. How can you model this example of servant leadership in
whatever capacity you lead in? (your homes, your jobs, church
serving, coaching, etc...)

2. What does it mean that the blessing comes from doing it and not
merely knowing it?

GOING DEEPER

In John 13:1-17, Jesus redefines leadership by kneeling to wash
His disciples’ feet. A modern example of this type of leadership
can be seen in David Green, founder of Hobby Lobby. Out of a

desire to value people over profit, Hobby Lobby closes every
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Sunday to give employees guaranteed rest and family time, even
though Sunday is one of retail’s busiest shopping days. The
company also pays above-average wages and provides chaplains
who support employees’ emotional and spiritual needs,
demonstrating a leadership philosophy rooted in dignity and care

for people.

What's striking is how these choices—though costly—have
actually benefitted Hobby Lobby’s long-term health. While closing
on Sundays means forfeiting over $100 million in annual sales,
the company has still grown into a $5-6 billion retail organization.
Employees experience significantly lower turnover (about 32%,
nearly half the retail average), and guaranteed rest contributes to
higher morale and stability, which ultimately strengthens
operations. Despite giving up revenue, Hobby Lobby has
maintained strong profitability and outperformed industry margins
in several years, showing that servant leadership can build a

thriving, sustainable organization.

1. How does it make you view God'’s instructions knowing that

they are not merely rules, but they actually benefit us?
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2. Have you ever experienced how obedience, though hard or

maybe even illogical, has actually benefited your life?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Commentary on John 13- Enduring Word Commentary

Sermon on John 13- Dr. Jordan Rogers



https://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/jhn/13/1-17/s_1010001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qn-YjKSHTLI
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FAMILY CURRICULUM
Beloved: Love that Serves
John 13:1-7

BIG IDEA

Jesus knows that the time has come for him to return to his Father in
heaven. Take a couple of minutes to watch this video of John 13:1-7. Jesus
humbles himself as a servant and washes the disciples' feet. He makes it a
point to tell them that they should wash each other’s feet, meaning that
they should serve each other. Jesus demonstrates his love by serving and
calls us to serve as well.

MEMORY VERSES

8No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless
| wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied,
“not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” ~John 13:8-9

16 Very truly | tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know
these things, you will be blessed if you do them. ~John 13:16-17

LESSON/ACTIVITY

Continue making your “Beloved Chain.” It's probably getting pretty long by
now!

Also this week, think of a time you have eaten out at a restaurant that had a
waiter or waitress (another name for this person is a server). Think about
what they do - they greet you kindly, take your order, refill your water, serve
your food, etc. This week, find ways to serve each other. You could even


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnACy3tuHAk&t=6s
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make it silly at times and do things for one another that are a little “over the
top.” For example, you could put the toothpaste on a family member’s
toothbrush before bed. Imagine their reaction! Find lots of little ways to
serve each other this week - even if they are a little silly!

SONGS

“Ye Servants of God” and “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”

PRAYER

Dear Lord, You model for us how to live our lives and how to serve one
another. We know that sometimes we don’t “look out” for our friends or find
ways to serve and be helpful. Help us to be on the lookout for these
opportunities. We want to be more like you each day! Amen.

CHALLENGE

Share ways that you have shown God’s love by serving someone this
week. Did you hold the door for someone or offer to throw away their trash?
How did you serve others this week? Keep it up!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2_iP4vyWAo&list=RDX2_iP4vyWAo&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihhvm6eLWZI&list=RDihhvm6eLWZI&start_radio=1

