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Beloved: Because God So Loved Us

Love that Claims our Hearts
Date: March 29th
Text: John 3:16 | Peter 2:9-10

BIG IDEA

We have been practicing spiritual discipline during the season of
Lent as a church in order to draw near to God. This journey
started with thinking about Jesus’ sacrifice on Ash Wednesday.
Now that we have made space in our lives and spent some time
listening and resting in the Lord, God will consecrate (make
sacred) this time in our relationship with Him. He will write into our
hearts and lives the very idea of John 3:16, “for God so loved the
world.”

Conversation Starter

e How has this season of Lent been impactful for you?
e Identify one promise in scripture that stands out to you as
completely, audaciously ridiculous.

COMMENTARY #1

John 3:16 If possible, read several translations of this verse
around your group. Pause in silence for a few minutes after the
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reading to think about God'’s love versus the state of the world we
live in currently. Let the simplicity of the promise in this verse
wash over you. Soak itin.

Discussion Questions

1. As you clear your mind and make space for God in the room
tonight, share one word that describes God'’s love for us.

2. What is one song that comes to mind when you think about
God’s love in your worship routine? Why that song?

3. Who are some people in your life that live out God'’s love in
front of you that you can thank Him for in this holy space?

4. When you picture seeing Jesus for the first time some day in
heaven, what do you imagine will be the first thing He says
to you with a heart full of love for you?

5. We know the ways of the world very well, and that can be
overwhelming at times. In your own relationship with God at
this moment after the space of the Lenten season, how can
you claim the promise of John 3:16 so that you are living
your life with an eternal perspective instead of a worldly
perspective?

6. How can you pray for the members of this group to be able
to claim the promise of John 3:16 in their own lives this
week?

COMMENTARY #2
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| Peter 2:9-10 Think about your Lenten journey. Think about your
journey with Christ throughout your life, no matter what stage you
are in with Him. He calls you “beloved.” He calls you by many
new names that are abundantly hopeful. In these verses, there
are boundaries very clearly laid out about who exactly God’s
people are with some very strong language.

Discussion Questions

1. Is it difficult to think about yourself as pursued or chosen by
God? Why or why not?

2. Many people struggle with the idea of being “royal priests”
because there is shame from past choices or experiences in
their lives. Which part is hardest for you to think about....”royal”
or “priest?”

3. God calls us part of a “holy nation.” It transcends time, culture,
and all of the systems and labels of this world. Who, in your
mind, is “the holy nation?”

4. Verse 10 references a time when we had “no identity as a
people” and “no mercy.” How has God’s identity for you, being
Beloved as you are, changed your world? How has His mercy
transformed your life?

GOING DEEPER
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Take the verses of 1 Peter 2:9-10. Insert your own name into them,
and then say them out loud each day this week. Say them with the
names of your group members as a prayer you are lifting to God on
his/ her behalf. Teach your own stubborn heart. Preach to yourself as
the “Beloved” that you are. Here is an easy template to use:
YOUR NAME is a chosen people.

YOUR NAME is a royal priest.

YOUR NAME is a holy nation.

YOUR NAME is God’s very own possession.

YOUR NAME can show others the goodness of God, for He called
him/ her out of the darkness into His wonderful light.

Once YOUR NAME had no identity as a people;

Now, YOUR NAME is one of God’s people.

Once YOUR NAME received no mercy;

Now, YOUR NAME has received God’s mercy.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Bible Project Video- For more context about the book of John:

Bible Project Video- For more about the idea of “love” in the
Bible



https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-john/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/love-in-the-bible/
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Our Identity in Christ- For more about our identity in Christ

Activity

Be desperate for a “holy pause” this week as you continue to
process a new identity in Christ. Shut off technology. Walk away
from your “people” temporarily. Don’t think about anyone but Him.
Sit in silence for a few moments. Just be still before Him. Don’t
ask him for anything. Just say His name over and over in the
stillness to yourself. Then, go back to your noisy life.

This is one way to practice “take every thought captive” as
referenced by Paul in the scriptures. Find an accountability
partner in the group to share this adventure with during the week.
Make sure you process how this changes your week with
someone else and how you may continue to grow even beyond
this practice in your relationship with God.


https://radical.net/secret_church/22-who-am-i/
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FAMILY CURRICULUM
Beloved: Love that Claims our Hearts
John 3:16, | Peter 2:9-10

BIG IDEA

Oh the love of Jesus! We have seen Jesus’ love over the past six weeks.
We have seen God’s love in creation, the fall, and redemption. We saw
Jesus’ love in the wilderness, where he was able to defeat Satan and his
attempts to tempt him. Next, we learned that Jesus, in his loving kindness,
makes a way - the way! We then saw a love that serves when Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet. He humbled himself and said that the disciples
should serve each other as well. Last week, we learned about a love that
suffers - even to death on the cross. This week, it all culminates with a love
that claims our hearts. Read today’s Bible verses below. You probably
already have the first one memorized! We are a chosen people and so
loved by our God!

MEMORY VERSES

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ~John 3:16

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God'’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light. ~I Peter 2:9

LESSON/ACTIVITY

Take a look at your “Beloved Chain.” How long is it? What are some of the
things that were written down on the links?
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Today, create some hearts out of construction paper or other paper by
folding the paper in half and drawing half a heart along the fold. Then cut
on the line, open the paper, and you will have a heart. Make several of
these.

On the paper heart, write some ways that you have learned about the love
of God over the past six weeks: creation, wilderness, the way, serving,
suffering. Feel free to include other ways that you have experienced God’s
love.

SONGS

“Oh the Deep Deep Love of Jesus” and “Oh How He Loves You and Me”

PRAYER

Dear Lord, You are our loving God. It is hard to put into words how much
you love us. Help us to love you right back! Help us to pray, read your word,
and walk with you each day. We thank you for claiming our hearts. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

CHALLENGE

Show God’s love to others every day!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPXapfFfesA&list=RDdPXapfFfesA&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r89NFu8Sn1Y&list=RDr89NFu8Sn1Y&start_radio=1

