
 

Overflow: Because His Love Moves Us 
Easter Sunday 

April 5, 2026 
Matthew 20:25-28; Matthew 28:18-20

 
BIG IDEA 

Jesus demonstrated the greatest act of love by laying His life down for 
us taking one step at a time as he knowingly walked toward the cross.  
His love shows devotion, extravagance, and faith in His father’s plan.  
How do we respond to this kind of love in the midst of our own flaws, 
insecurities, and doubts? In a shocking moment in the gospels, we too 
are invited to lay our lives down for others. The mission we find 
waiting for us in our own lives is to carry our own cross, one foot in 
front of the other just like Jesus, for the sake of the love that Jesus is 
teaching us to show the rest of the world. 

 

Conversation Starter 

●​ Is there anything about Easter traditions that gets on your 
nerves?  Do you hate bunnies?  Dislike dressing up?  Get 
annoyed when people who don’t attend regularly take your 
usual seat in service? Can’t stand marshmallow candy in the 
shape of a big, gooey bunny? 

 



 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Matthew 20:20-28) In this passage of scripture, a very human 
moment is happening.  Being the helicopter parent that she is, the 
mother of James and John makes a special request of Jesus.  
She wants to know if her sons may sit in the highest places of 
honor in heaven in relation to Jesus.  Jesus does not seem 
shocked or offended at her request.  Rather, he seems perplexed 
at the ignorance behind asking this question.  He knows the cost 
for those positions will require great suffering that she cannot 
conceive as a loving mother.  In verse 25, Jesus paints a picture 
of stark contrast between worldly influence and spiritual 
leadership.

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​Was it wrong for the mother of James and John to want this 
for her sons? What was she asking for by asking for this 
position?  

2.​Jesus sets Himself as the standard in these verses when he 
says, “even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” What are 
some of the ways you see Jesus clearly serve others in 
scripture? 

3.​When you think about Easter and the symbolism of the 
cross, what does the phrase “to give His life as a ransom for 
many” mean to you?   



 

4.​Who or what is He asking you to give your life as a ransom 
for in this season? 

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(Matthew 28:16-20)  This is the climax after the Resurrection. 
Easter reminds us that we are the people who cannot wait to see 
our Savior come back and claim His glory in our own era of 
history. It’s the gigantic ellipsis that marks our faith. We want to 
see God reach through the pages of scripture, through all of the 
stories of an ancient people, into the chaotic, dark, misguided, 
modern world we live our day to day in. We hunger for Him to 
make sense of it all.  But in the waiting, our spiritual legacy as a 
people, as the Church who is indeed the Bride of Christ, hinges 
on our execution of the Great Commission in verses 19-20.  And 
God’s sense of urgency to claim His people is found not only in 
what He gives to us, but more importantly in what He allows us to 
give to others. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​What Jesus says about serving others makes no logical sense.  
How does the Great Commission stand apart from the rest of the 
world or other religions?   



 

2.​In verse 17 it says that they worshiped, “but some doubted.”  
How does it make you feel knowing that there is room at the 
table to worship Him, even for those who doubt? 

3.​Jesus tells us, “ALL authority on heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.”  Do you feel like you hold this authority? Explain.  

4.​Jesus does not choose to do a goodbye in verse 20, which is 
really what we expect.  Instead, he says, “And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”  Jesus is saying to us in 2026 
that He transcends time and history. It’s a big statement. It’s an 
absolute statement. It’s Him saying to us, “I see you. I know what 
you are walking into just like I knew it for James and John. I am 
already there with you.” How does processing this truth make 
you feel? 

 

GOING DEEPER 

Here are some inspirational words from some evangelists whose 
ministry has marked the Kingdom: 

“Until He comes back my job is the evangelism of the world through 
Jesus Christ.” -Christine Caine, Catalyst ‘17 

“One of Satan’s most effective ways of blocking God’s work is to 
convince us God can’t use us to make an impact for Christ. But it isn’t 
true. All around you are people no one else will ever be able to reach 
with the Gospel.” -Billy Graham from The Journey 



 

 

“The church changes the world not by making converts, but by making 
disciples.” -John Wesley 

Think about these people and these quotes. Look them up and 
research if it helps. How does this wisdom about the Great 
Commission from people who have experience living it show you what 
it means to “live on mission” as Jesus wanted? How can thinking like 
this change the way you pray? In Madison, Alabama, many of us work 
in places where the nations come to us.  People from all over the 
world show up in our lives on a daily basis with their own cultural 
traditions and faith backgrounds.  Do we even really live like we see 
them as an opportunity to meet the rest of the world? 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Blog teaching about prayer from John Wycliffe Ministries 

https://radical.net/- See how the Church is growing globally 

Bible Project 'Who is Jesus' 

 

Activity  

Allow everyone in your group to claim a country to pray for this week 
in different parts of the globe.  Commit to researching the Christian 

https://www.wycliffe.org/blog/posts/ways-to-pray-for-missionaries
https://radical.net/
https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/theme-god-e16-who-did-jesus-think-he-was/


 

work going on there through a resource like Radical.net.  Then commit 
to praying consistently for that place.  Set a goal as a group for a 
certain amount of time (1 month, 6 weeks, 3 months etc.), then revisit 
how your prayers for the nations are effecting your own relationship 
with God.  When you reach your allotted time, revisit this spiritual tool 
as a group to discuss what you think next steps should be for you 
regarding the Great Commission or just how God is using this 
awareness of others to shape your heart and your prayer life. 
 
Here is a good starting point for your research if you need one: 
https://radical.net/article/great-commission-statistics-concern/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://radical.net
https://radical.net/article/great-commission-statistics-concern/


 

FAMILY CURRICULUM 
Easter Sunday 

Matthew 20:17-28; Matthew 28:1-10 
 

BIG IDEA 

HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN, INDEED! This week we celebrate Easter 
Sunday - the Sunday when Jesus defeated death! In Matthew 28, we read 
that the women went to the tomb where Jesus was buried and Jesus was 
not there. Instead, there was an angel of the Lord sitting on the stone that 
had been rolled away. The angel told the women not to be afraid and told 
them that Jesus had risen and that Jesus was going ahead of them to 
Galilee. He then told them to go tell the disciples and let them know that 
they will see Jesus! We learn earlier in Matthew 20:28, that Jesus came to 
save us from our sins, but that’s not all! He invites us to serve others and 
do good works - not in order to earn our salvation, but rather as an overflow 
of love that we have because of the wonderful gift that we have been given. 
In the next several weeks, we’ll be learning about our purpose here on 
earth. Spoiler alert! We are here to love and praise God and to love and 
serve others. All of this comes from an overflow of God’s grace, humility, 
and love.  

MEMORY VERSES 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told 
you. ~Matthew 28:7 

. . .just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” ~Matthew 20:28 



 

LESSON/ACTIVITY 

Purchase a bag of jellybeans. Read the jellybean prayer once (without 
eating jellybeans). On the second read through, read a line and eat that 
color. Spend a little time discussing each line.  
 

The Jellybean Prayer 
 

Red is for the blood He gave 
Green is for the grass He made 
Yellow is for the sun so bright 
Orange is for the edge of night 
Black is for the sins we made 
White is for the grace He gave 
Purple is for His hour of sorrow 
Pink is for our new tomorrow 

A bag full of jellybeans, colorful and sweet 
Is a prayer and a promise - a friend’s small treat. 

 
SONGS 
“Easter Medley: Living Hope, Because He Lives, O Praise the Name, 
Forever;” and “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 
 
PRAYER 

Christ the Lord is risen today! Aleluia, Amen! Oh Lord, thank you for 
sending your son to save us from our sins. We rejoice that he rose from the 
dead and ascended to be with you forever. Help us to respond to the 
overflow of your grace, humility, and love by loving you and loving others. 
We love you, Lord! Amen. 

CHALLENGE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkG2Gl1AhYI&list=RDhkG2Gl1AhYI&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkG2Gl1AhYI&list=RDhkG2Gl1AhYI&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSs4_vc0pq0&list=RDWSs4_vc0pq0&start_radio=1


 
Consider making an “empty tomb” snack out of doughnuts and doughnut 
holes. Cut a piece of the doughnut off the bottom to make it stand on its 
side. Then place a doughnut hole beside the “open hole” of the doughnut 
on its side. This will look like the stone that is rolled away from the tomb! 

 
 

 


