STANDALONES

Senior Sunday
Date: May 17
Text: Deuteronomy 31:1-8

BIG IDEA

As Moses passes leadership to Joshua, God shows that every new
season—even the ones that feel overwhelming—is an invitation to
trust His presence and carry forward the faith entrusted to us. Just like
Joshua, seniors stepping into new campuses, jobs, and communities
are called to lead with courage, confidence, and obedience—not
because they have all the answers, but because God goes before
them and stays with them wherever they go.

Whether you’re young and learning from the mentors around you, or
you're older and wondering what this next season holds, we all have a
responsibility to lead wherever we are; schools, jobs, homes, families
and so much more.

Conversation Starter

e Think about a time when someone trusted you with a new level of
responsibility—big or small. How did it feel to step into that role, and
what helped you move forward even if you felt unsure?
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COMMENTARY #1

(Deuteronomy 31:1-4) Moses addresses Israel at a crucial moment
of transition. At 120 years old, he acknowledges that his leadership is
coming to an end—not because God has abandoned him, but
because God is continuing His mission through a new leader, Joshua.
Moses reassures the people that the same God who defeated Sihon
and Og—two powerful kings who once seemed impossible to
overcome—will continue to fight for them as they enter the Promised
Land. These verses remind Israel that leadership may change, but
God’s faithfulness does not. The future is not anchored in Joshua’s
strength or Moses’ legacy but in the unchanging, warrior-like presence
of God who goes before His people. For anyone stepping into a new
season, this passage speaks hope: you are not facing the unknown
alone—God is already there, preparing the way.

Discussion Questions

1. Moses’ leadership is ending, but God’s faithfulness continues.
How does this truth comfort you when you face big life transitions
or leadership changes?

2. Israel is asked to trust God based on what He has already done
(defeating Sihon and Og). What past experiences remind you
that God can handle what’s ahead?
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3. Joshua is stepping into a role Moses once filled. What feelings
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arise when you're asked to take on new responsibility, and how
might trusting God’s presence reshape those feelings?

COMMENTARY #2

(Deuteronomy 31:5-8) Moses shifts from recalling God’s past
victories to proclaiming God'’s future faithfulness as Israel steps into
the Promised Land. Moses assures the people that God Himself will
“deliver” the nations before them—not because Israel is strong, but
because God is committed to His promise. Twice Moses commands
them to “be strong and courageous,” grounding their confidence not in
their abilities but in God’s unwavering presence. Then Moses publicly
charges Joshua, passing the mantle of leadership with the same
assurance: “The LORD Himself goes before you... He will never leave
you nor forsake you.” In these verses, Moses gives Israel—and
Joshua—the truth they need most in transition: leadership may
change, the landscape ahead may be unfamiliar, but God’s presence
remains constant and active. The God who goes before them also
stays with them, empowering them to walk into the unknown without
fear.

Discussion Questions



STANDALONES

1. Moses tells both Israel and Joshua to “be strong and courageous.”
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What'’s the difference between courage rooted in self-confidence and
courage rooted in God’s presence?

2. Verse 8 says God goes before us and also stays with us. How does
this truth speak to moments when you feel unsure about the future?

3. Joshua receives a public charge to step into leadership. When have
you felt God nudging you toward greater responsibility, and what
helped you take that step— or what still holds you back?

FAMILY CURRICULUM
Overflow of Humility
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Deuteronomy 31:1-8
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BIG IDEA

Moses was a great leader of the Israelites. He is known for leading them
out of slavery in Egypt, for receiving the Ten Commandments, and for
taking them towards the “Promised Land.” In this week’s passage from
Deuteronomy 31:1-7, at the age of 120, Moses is nearing the end of his
leadership. This marks the transition from Moses leading to Joshua
leading. The Lord tells Moses to tell the people to be strong and
courageous and to not be afraid for the Lord goes with them and will never
leave or forsake them. Moses then gives Joshua the same message - to be
strong and courageous and that the Lord goes before him and will never
leave or forsake him.

MEMORY VERSES

7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all
Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you must go with this people into the
land that the Lorb swore to their ancestors to give them, and you must
divide it among them as their inheritance. 8 The Lorb himself goes before
you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged.” ~Deuteronomy 31:7-8

LESSON/ACTIVITY

Last week, we talked about being BOLD in our faith. Did you have any
moments where you were able to be bold in your faith? Did you share your
faith, invite someone to church, make a decision that honors God, or
something else?

This week, we are told to be BRAVE in our faith. Even though
circumstances (like leadership change or a new experience that could
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come with graduation or another life change), we know that God goes
before us and with us! Discuss times that you may have feelings of fear.
Have you moved to a new school? Have you joined a new club or team?
Sometimes change and newness can cause us to fear. Brainstorm ways
that you can be BRAVE. You could pray and ask God to take away your
fear. You could hum your favorite praise song. What are some other ways
you can be BRAVE?

SONGS
“Blessing” and “Friends”

PRAYER

Dear God, We are so thankful that you are always with us and will never
leave us. Help us to be strong and courageous and to not live in fear. Help
us to stay in your word and know that we can talk to you any time and you
will always listen. Thank you for your constant, unending love. Amen.

CHALLENGE

Find ways to be BRAVE this week and have no fear! If you see someone
that is worried or fearful, share God’s love with them and remind them that
God will not leave them!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp6aygmvzM4&list=RDZp6aygmvzM4&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdPE0vqh9RQ&list=RDwdPE0vqh9RQ&start_radio=1

