STANDALONES

Pentecost Sunday
Date: May 24
Text: John 14:15-26

BIG IDEA

Holiness is not something we achieve on our own—it’s the natural
outflow of loving Jesus and learning to keep His commands. Knowing
our limitations, Jesus promises the Holy Spirit to come alongside us
as our Advocate, Helper, and Guide. Spoken on the eve of the cross,
these words remind us that even in the most confusing or difficult
seasons, we are never left alone and never expected to follow Jesus
in our own strength. The Spirit empowers us to obey, teaches us the
truth, and continually reminds us of everything Jesus said so that our
lives can reflect His love in real and tangible ways.

Conversation Starter

e Can you think of a time when you felt overwhelmed or unsure of what
to do—and later realized God was helping, guiding, or strengthening
you in ways you didn’t see at first?

COMMENTARY #1
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(John 14:15-20)Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure by
assuring them that obedience flows from love and that they will not be
left to follow Him alone. He promises “another Advocate,” the Holy
Spirit, who will dwell not just with them but in them—an extraordinary
shift from the Old Testament pattern where God'’s presence rested on
people temporarily. Jesus calls the Spirit “the Spirit of truth,”
emphasizing that the Spirit will guide, teach, and anchor them when
confusion and fear threaten to overwhelm them. Even though the
world will no longer see Jesus, His followers will experience His
ongoing presence because He lives in them through the Spirit. In
verse 20, Jesus makes the stunning claim that His resurrection will
help them grasp the full reality of their identity: Jesus in the Father,
believers in Jesus, and Jesus in believers. Through the Spirit, they are
drawn into the life of God Himself. These verses remind us that
Christian obedience is never self-powered—it is sustained by the
indwelling presence of God who comforts, empowers, and keeps us
rooted in Christ.

Discussion Questions

1. Jesus says that loving Him leads to obeying His commands.
What helps you see obedience not as pressure or perfectionism, but
as a natural response to loving Jesus?

2. Jesus promises the Holy Spirit to live “with you and in you.”
How does knowing the Spirit is inside you—not distant or
occasional—change the way you think about following Jesus in
everyday life?
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3. In verse 20, Jesus says we will understand our deep connection with
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Him—'l am in my Father, and you are in me, and | am in you.’
What part of that spiritual reality is easiest for you to believe, and

what part is hardest to grasp?

COMMENTARY #2

(John 14:21-26) Jesus deepens His teaching about love, obedience,
and the Holy Spirit’s role in the lives of His followers. He explains that
those who truly love Him will keep His commands, and in response,
both He and the Father will draw near in a relational, personal
way—"We will come to them and make our home with them.” This
remarkable promise reveals that discipleship is not just following
Jesus’ teachings but experiencing ongoing communion with God
Himself. When Judas (not Iscariot) asks why Jesus will reveal Himself
to the disciples but not to the world, Jesus clarifies that the difference
lies in love—those who love Him are open to His word, while those
who reject Him remain closed. Jesus then returns to His promise of
the Holy Spirit, the Advocate whom the Father will send in His name.
This Spirit will teach the disciples all things and remind them of
everything Jesus said, ensuring that they are never spiritually alone or
directionless. These verses anchor the Christian life in intimate
relationship, Spirit-empowered obedience, and the ongoing presence
of God dwelling within His people.

Discussion Questions
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1. Jesus says that God will “make His home” with those who love and

N ‘A\

obey Him.
What does it look like to experience God’s presence not just
occasionally but as a constant “home” in your everyday life?

2. Judas asks why Jesus won'’t reveal Himself to the world in the same
way.
What do you think keeps people today from seeing or recognizing

Jesus, and how does love shape our ability to notice His presence?

3. Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will teach us and remind us of
everything He said.
When have you experienced the Spirit bringing clarity, guidance, or a

reminder of truth at just the right moment?



STANDALONES

FAMILY CURRICULUM
Pentecost Sunday
John 14:15-26

BIG IDEA

In John 14, Jesus is comforting His disciples. He knows that the time is
coming soon where He will go to the cross and then be raised to be with
His Father. Once Jesus goes to be with His Father, the disciples will no
longer see him. However, Jesus tells them that those who truly love Him
will be obedient and keep his commands and in response to this
obedience, Jesus tells them that they will be filled with the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit will live in each believer - even you and me - and will direct and guide
us. We are never alone because the Spirit lives within us!

MEMORY VERSES

5“If you love me, keep my commands. '® And | will ask the Father, and he
will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— " the
Spirit of truth. ~John 14:15-17a

2 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.
~John 14:23

LESSON/ACTIVITY

In the last two lessons, we have talked about being BOLD and BRAVE.
This week, we will focus on being OBEDIENT. Because we truly love God,
we will OBEY His commands and remember that He lives within us.
Discuss ways that you OBEY God’s commands. Do you make decisions
that honor God? Do you read the Bible and pray to build your relationship
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with God? Do you sing your favorite praise songs? Brainstorm ways that
you show your OBEDIENCE to God.

SONGS
“l ord Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace” and “Glorify Thy Name”

PRAYER

Spirit we love you, we worship and adore you. Glorify your Name in all the
earth. Help us to obey your commands as a response of our great love for
you. We know that you live within us and will never leave us. Amen.

CHALLENGE

Find ways to be OBEDIENT this week. Obeying God, your parents, and
school rules are all ways to honor God.


https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=lord+make+me+an+instrument+of+thy+peace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpNypF0vuBI&t=123s

