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Blueprints for Life
Seeking Wisdom Over Information
June 7, 2026
Text: John 15:4-5, Proverbs 2:1-6

While information is important, wisdom is more important. But first, we
need to know the difference between the two. The world around us
tells us the lie that they are the same. But God’'s wisdom and the
ways of the Spirit are not the ways of the world. God is the only true
Source of wisdom, and we are designed to thrive when His wisdom
becomes our lifeline.

Conversation Starter

e What is it about “know-it-alls” that can annoy us? When is the
last time you had an encounter with a know-it-all that left you in
a prickly place?

(John 15:4-5) We are going to start with the words of Jesus to
show how they reflect the ancient words of wisdom recorded in
Proverbs. In these verses, Jesus is talking about a strange kind of
relationship that mimics, of all things, grapes. Jesus chose this
metaphor because the people He was sharing this idea with
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would have known well the vineyards and processes used to
make wine. It was His way of meeting people right where they
were in the midst of some powerful theological teaching.

Discussion Questions

1. In the ESV version of these verses, Jesus uses the word
“abide” often:

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. | am
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

When Jesus says all of this, He is talking to disciples who are
trying to understand what the Holy Spirit’s role will be in their
lives when Christ is gone...and they don’t even understand why
Jesus keeps talking about going somewhere else. So this is
early on in their spiritual development trying to discern how God
works in relationship with them. Based on this information, what
do you think the word “abide” means here? What is Jesus trying
to show them with His words?

2. Jesus draws a clear boundary in our relationship with God when
He says, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” But people do
things without God all the time around us. What is Jesus talking
about here?

3. If you could ask Jesus any question about this passage of
scripture, what would you ask Him?



COMMENTARY #2

(Proverbs 2:1-6) We are given some action steps to follow here
if we truly value wisdom in our own lives. There is a blueprint
here for a Christian who is serious about pursuing a path of godly
wisdom. The blueprint became real in the life of Christ.

Discussion Questions

4. Read this translation of the scriptures, paying close attention to
the bolded action verbs in the text:

My son, if you receive my words
and treasure up my commandments with you,
2 making your ear attentive to wisdom
and inclining your heart to understanding;
3 yes, if you call out for insight
and raise your voice for understanding,
4 if you seek it like silver
and search for it as for hidden treasures,
5 then you will understand the fear of the Lorp

and find the knowledge of God.

What do these actions verbs tell us we need to do in the daily
context of our own relationship with God?
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5. How do these action verbs relate to the idea of “abiding” that
we just examined in Jesus’ teaching?

6. Where do you see examples of actively seeking wisdom in the
people of scripture in the Old Testament? In the New Testament?

Many of the disciplines of the Spirit remain hidden in Christ, and the
rest of the world never even knows the work a true disciple puts into a
relationship with God. “Abiding” means doing things behind the
scenes when God is the only person who sees you. “Abiding” is
active. ltis a choice. Itis an internal matter of the spirit that worldly
people will often miss about you. The wisdom of Proverbs is
intertwined with the “abiding” that Jesus discusses. You can’t have
wisdom without relationship with God. There are active choices to be
made in the context of that relationship in order for wisdom to flourish.
No matter who you are, what you have done, or what your IQ may be,
God’s wisdom is an available gift for all of us. Press into the questions
that you said you wanted ask Jesus about abiding earlier. Can you
bring those very questions and lay them at His feet in prayer this
week? There is a conversation He wants to have with you, and He
wants your questions, doubts, fears, and misunderstandings about
who He is to brought into the light so that you may find healing in His
wisdom. Pray with your group, but for a few minutes, allow only your
questions to be spoken aloud so you can begin to create space in
your time with Him for what you really yearn to know about wisdom.



Activity

This week, practice Proverbs as a personal affirmation of faith out
loud. Say it aloud to yourself at the same set time every day just like
you would the Lord’s Prayer or the Apostle’s Creed on a Sunday
morning. But instead of reading the scripture as written, insert yourself
into the scripture this way:

If you, YOUR NAME, receive my words
and treasure up my commandments within yourself,
2 making your ear attentive to wisdom (listening)
and inclining your heart to understanding; (praying)
3 yes, if you call out for insight (asking)
and raise your voice for understanding, (worshipping)
4 if you seek it like silver (soak in scripture)
and search for it as for hidden treasures, (think about who God is)
5 then you will understand the fear of the Lorp
and find the knowledge of God.

Then, you will be blessed with wisdom.

Don't forget to discuss how this process is changing your view of God
or your relationship with Him!
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FAMILY CURRICULUM
Blueprints for Life - Seeking Wisdom Over Information
John 15:4-5; Proverbs 2:1-6

BIG IDEA

This week, we will look at both New and Old Testament verses. In John,
Jesus is telling us that he is the vine and we are the branches. We cannot
produce fruit apart from the vine. (If you cut off the branches, they would no
longer live and produce grapes because they are no longer receiving
nourishment through the vine.) We are to keep the relationship with Jesus
strong by staying connected to the vine. How do we do that? Through
reading the Bible, praying, singing, praising, and more!

In the verses in Proverbs 2, we see several verbs (action words) - accept
my words, store up my commands, turn your ear to wisdom, apply your
heart to understanding, call out for insight, cry aloud for understanding,
look for it as silver, search for it as hidden treasure. Verse five tells us if
we do all these things, then we will understand the fear of the Lord and find
the knowledge of God.

MEMORY VERSES

4Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me.’ Fol am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in
you,you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

~John 15:4-5

" For the Lorb gives wisdom; from his mouth comes knowledge and
understanding. ~Proverbs 2:10-11



LESSON/ACTIVITY

Last week, we started drawing our icon of the week on a posterboard or a
piece of paper. Our second icon is a lightbulb:

Q

This icon is to help you to remember to value wisdom over information.
When the “lightbulb” goes on in your mind, it means that you “get it.” You
don’t just know facts, but you have a greater understanding of them and
want to live them out. We are to stay connected to God (the vine) by
praying, worshiping, reading the word, and more. The more we do these
things, the better understanding we will have of God and the way we are to
live.

SONGS
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” and “Abide”

PRAYER

Dear Lord, Help us to abide in you. Help us to stay connected so that our
relationship with you grows each day. We want to search for your words
and your commands so that we can find your perfect knowledge. We then
want to apply this knowledge to our daily lives - so that we can live a life
that honors you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

CHALLENGE

Stay connected to God this week! What ways are you doing so? Be ready
to share!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znWu2HCJ92c&list=RDznWu2HCJ92c&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLFCaiDTfkA&list=RDOLFCaiDTfkA&start_radio=1




