
 

Blueprints for Life 
Wisdom’s Joy and Protection 

Date: June 14, 2026 
Text: Proverbs 2:10-11

 
BIG IDEA 

Former US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld in 2003 proposed 
a framework; in life there are things we know we know, we know we 
don’t know, we don’t know we don’t know, and we don’t know we 
know. Often each of these categories pose their own dangers, as 
information is often needed to walk the right path. For us as 
Christians, one of the most dangerous things for people to not know is 
the heart and mercy of the father. It is therefore our call to share what 
we have learned with those who may not know. However, in today's 
world, it can be easy to shy away from sharing our faith. There seems 
to be a fear of letting others know what we believe, and belief is 
designed to be private and personal, not public and corporate. This 
idea is neither Biblical nor truly loving to our neighbors who live in a 
shadow of ignorance. 

Penn Jillette, a known atheist put it this way, “I mean, if I believed, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and 
you didn’t believe that truck was bearing down on you, there is a 
certain point where I tackle you. And this (salvation) is more important 
than that.” 

Our salvation is the beginning of this blessed knowledge, providing the 
justification for our walk (paying it all), but we are called to 



 

sanctification where we live into this wisdom. When wisdom enters the 
heart it becomes internalized rather than merely learned. It reshapes 
our values and transforms them from the inside out. This internal 
formation produces outward protection, discernment which shields a 
person from harmful paths. 

 

Conversation Starter 

●​ What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon? 
●​ Where is an area in your life where you need wisdom? 
●​ What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? 

 

COMMENTARY #1 

Proverbs 2:9-11 This scripture is included after a series of “if” 
statements. If you accept the wisdom offered and if you walk in 
the ways of the Lord, then you will receive these rewards. This is 
not a prosperity gospel, where in following the Lord you will be 
blessed, but this is a promise. Think back to your childhood, when 
you were living to the standard your parents had for you, were 
you rewarded? The Lord is similar, he longs to be gracious and 
give good gifts to those who earnestly follow him (Isaiah 30:18; 
Matthew 7:11; Luke 11:28). This blessing is given through right 
living. When we live according to God’s wisdom and follow his 
definition of good, he is faithful to make our paths straight. He will 
transform our hearts, and we will begin to make decisions in 
better alignment with his will and ways. What is interesting about 



 

this scripture, is the sequence in which wisdom fills the heart. It 
begins with the ifs, then we will understand, then wisdom will 
enter the heart, and then discretion will protect.

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​Why do you think these were ordered in this way? 
2.​What is the difference between “prosperity gospel”’s mindset 

and God’s blessing mindset? 
3.​In what ways have you seen God’s blessing when you have 

walked in his ways? 

 

COMMENTARY #2 

Philippians 1:9-11 Paul outlines a beautiful progression of 
spiritual growth where love serves as the foundation, but he does 
not describe it as just a feeling, he describes it as continuing into 
knowledge and discernment. He suggests that as our love 
matures, it sharpens our discernment, allowing us to move 
beyond simply choosing between right and wrong to discerning 
what is excellent or "best." What is interesting is that in Genesis, 
the garden was about what Adam and Eve chose to define right 
and wrong. True love of God is bringing this discernment back to 
him. This internal transformation isn't just for ourselves, it 
produces an outward harvest. Ultimately, the goal of this growth is 
to prepare the believer to stand "pure and blameless" (salvation) 
and to reflect the glory and praise of God in our lives 



 

(saintification).
 

Discussion Questions 

1.​What would it look like for you to offer back to God the 
discernment of right and wrong? 

2.​How does salvation and sanctification play a role in practical 
wisdom. 

3.​In which ways do you need to grow your faith to better reflect 
God’s glory? 

 

GOING DEEPER 

Our wisdom ultimately comes from God’s gift. He has told us what is 
right and what is wrong (The Law) and shown us what it means to live 
into his faithfulness (The Gospel). Because he has made himself 
known, we can follow his guidance and abound in our wisdom. This 
wisdom is not only for our self-improvement, but for our good. God 
longs to bless his children, and he does this through our right living. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Bible Hub: 

https://biblehub.com/proverbs/2-9.htm ​
https://biblehub.com/proverbs/2-10.htm​

https://biblehub.com/proverbs/2-11.htm​
https://biblehub.com/philippians/1-9.htm​

https://biblehub.com/proverbs/2-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/proverbs/2-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/proverbs/2-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/philippians/1-9.htm


 

https://biblehub.com/philippians/1-10.htm​
https://biblehub.com/philippians/1-11.htm  

Blue Letter Bible:​
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/pro
verbs/proverbs-2.cfm?a=630010 ​
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Pro/Pro_002.cfm?a=6
30010 ​
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/trapp_john/pro-2.cfm?a=630
010​

https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/phil
ippians/philippians-1.cfm?a=1104009  

 

Activity  

You may choose to break into smaller groups/pairs, or stay as a large 
group for this activity. 

1.​Take turns sharing a situation you are facing in your life 
2.​Take some time to pray to God to show his will. 
3.​If anyone feels God wanting to say anything after you pray, feel 

free to share what you heard. 

 

 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/philippians/1-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/philippians/1-11.htm
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/proverbs/proverbs-2.cfm?a=630010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/proverbs/proverbs-2.cfm?a=630010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Pro/Pro_002.cfm?a=630010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Pro/Pro_002.cfm?a=630010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/trapp_john/pro-2.cfm?a=630010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/trapp_john/pro-2.cfm?a=630010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/philippians/philippians-1.cfm?a=1104009
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/philippians/philippians-1.cfm?a=1104009


 

FAMILY CURRICULUM 
Blueprints for Life - Wisdom’s Joy and Protection 

Proverbs 2:10-11 
 

BIG IDEA 

When you hear the phrase, fear of the Lord, this is different than being 
afraid of the Lord. This kind of fear means to have reverence or awe of 
God. It is a recognition of his sheer holiness. Understanding the fear of the 
Lord comes first. Next is searching for wisdom. The Lord gives wisdom to 
those that search for it. This wisdom comes with a reward - protection. This 
ultimately leads to you an understanding of what is right in your mind and 
your heart and then acting according to this wisdom will protect and guard 
you.  

MEMORY VERSES 

10 For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your 
soul.11 Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you. 
~Proverbs 2:10-11 

LESSON/ACTIVITY 

Let’s continue drawing our icon of the week on a posterboard or a piece of 
paper. Our next icon is a shield: 

 



 
From having a “fear” of the Lord and searching for wisdom, comes a 
reward - protection. When we seek to live as you teach us, you will protect 
us. The shield icon represents this protection.  
 
SONGS 
“Wonderful Words of Life” and “Holy Forever” 
 
PRAYER 

O Gracious, Holy Father, We are in awe of your holiness. We know that you 
are the giver of wisdom and our ultimate protector. Help us to honor you, 
seek wisdom from you, and act according to this wisdom. Thank you for the 
protection that we know living in this manner will bring. We want to live 
more like you each day. Amen. 

CHALLENGE 

We have joy knowing that we have God’s protection! Look for ways to live 
out your faith this week, thanking the Father for your blessings! 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7x3OX6v5_o&list=RDU7x3OX6v5_o&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcvEvSj2tTY&list=RDKcvEvSj2tTY&start_radio=1


 
 


