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Text: Proverbs 3:11-12
 

BIG IDEA 

God’s correction is not a sign of rejection—it is a sign of deep, personal 
love. In a world that teaches us love must be earned through perfection and 
maintained by appearances, God tells a different story. His discipline does 
not push us away in shame but draws us closer in trust. When God 
corrects His children, He is acting as a good Father who delights in shaping 
us toward wholeness and holiness. We don’t have to hide when we 
fail—we can run toward Him, confident that His love is not fragile or 
conditional. 

 

Conversation Starter 

●​ When you make a mistake, is your instinct to hide—or to reach out 
for help? Why do you think that is? 

●​ How has your past shaped the way you receive correction today? 

 

COMMENTARY #1 

(Text) These verses invite us to completely reframe how we understand 
correction from God. Proverbs teaches that discipline and reproof are not 



 
punishments to be despised but expressions of love to be received. The 
comparison to a father correcting a beloved child assumes relationship, 
affection, and intentional care. God’s discipline is neither harsh nor 
dismissive—it is personal, purposeful, and restorative. Rather than 
exposing our failure, God’s correction affirms our belonging. He corrects us 
not because He is disappointed in us, but because He delights in us. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​ Why do you think Scripture connects correction so closely with love 
rather than anger or disappointment? 

2.​ What emotions does the word “discipline” stir up for you personally? 
Where might those emotions come from? 

3.​ How does this passage challenge the idea that love must be earned 
through perfection? 

4.​ What might change in your spiritual life if you truly believed God 
corrects you because He delights in you? 

 

COMMENTARY #2 

(Hebrews 12:5–7 & Job 5:17)  Scripture echoes Proverbs 3:11–12 across 
generations. In Job, correction is described as a blessing rather than a 
curse. In Hebrews, believers are reminded not to forget the encouraging 
words spoken by God—words that frame discipline as evidence of sonship. 
The writer of Hebrews emphasizes that God’s discipline confirms our 
legitimate place in His family. Where the world cancels people for their 
failures, God claims His children more tightly. Correction becomes 
confirmation: you belong, and I’m not giving up on you. 



 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.​ Hebrews refers to discipline as “encouraging.” Why might that be 
difficult for us to believe? 

2.​ How does seeing correction as evidence of belonging reshape your 
view of God? 

3.​ What differences do you notice between worldly correction and God’s 
discipline? 

4.​ Why do you think Scripture repeats this theme in multiple places? 

 

GOING DEEPER 

In the ancient Near Eastern world, a father’s role was not simply to provide 

but to form. Correction was understood as relational involvement, not 

rejection. Proverbs presents discipline as an act of commitment—proof that 

a child is worth shaping rather than abandoning. This stands in contrast to 

many modern cultural narratives that equate correction with shame or 

failure. In biblical wisdom, neglect—not discipline—was the true sign of 

indifference. 

Culturally, many people today carry unresolved wounds from unhealthy or 

absent parents, making the idea of a “Father God” complicated or painful. 

Scripture acknowledges that reality by redefining fatherhood through God’s 

character rather than human examples. Unlike the conditional love many 

have experienced, God’s love is secure, present, and patient. He does not 



 
demand perfection before offering affection. He draws us forward through 

guidance, not fear. As we learn to trust His heart, we move from hiding in 

shame to resting in assurance—discovering a holy confidence rooted not in 

flawlessness, but in being freely and fully loved. 
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BIG IDEA 

Have you ever made a mistake and had to be corrected by a parent or a 
teacher? I think we all have. It can make us feel uncomfortable, but 
actually, discipline and correction come from love. Think about it this way - 
if your parents or teacher didn’t care about you, would they even bother to 
correct you? Probably not. They correct you because they love you and 
want you to act in a way that honors God. It is the same way with God. He 
knows we are not perfect and does not expect us to be. However, he does 
want us to learn from our mistakes and wants us to live in a way that is 
pleasing to him. He loves us and wants the best for us. 

MEMORY VERSES 

11 My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline, and do not resent his 
rebuke, 12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son 
he delights in. ~Proverbs 3:11-12 

LESSON/ACTIVITY 

Let’s continue drawing our icon of the week on a posterboard or a piece of 
paper. Our next icon is a checkmark: 



 

 
Sometimes, just like in our schoolwork, we need to be corrected. The 
checkmark icon is to remind us to embrace this discipline and learn from 
it. Recognize that when we are disciplined or corrected, it is because the 
other person or even God loves us and wants us to learn from our mistakes 
and change our direction the next time.  
 
SONGS 
“He Leadeth Me” and “Purify My Heart” 
 
PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, Lead us in your ways. Show us when we fail you. We are 
sorry for the times that we fall short. Help us to accept your forgiveness and 
seek to follow you. We know that you love us and we love you. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

CHALLENGE 

Parents or teachers can correct us when we go astray. However, you can 
also correct yourself. If you know you have made a mistake or done 
something wrong, think about that checkmark and check yourself. Then 
you can ask for forgiveness and learn from the mistake.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eARj8qKkV2E&list=RDeARj8qKkV2E&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfH9j-TLg3U&list=RDOfH9j-TLg3U&start_radio=1

